
 
                       

 

 
 
Friday, January 31, 2025,  5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.  
                                                   
  The Preston County Commission met as a Board of Equalization and Review on Friday, January 
31, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. in the County Commission Meeting Room. 
 
  The meeting was opened and called to order by President Smith who then declared the following 
Commissioners present Hunter Thomas, Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 
 
  Also present was Assessor Dave Nestor, Administrator Nathan Raybeck and Deanna Lively, County 
Clerk’s Office, Commercial Appraiser Jesse Hale, Jill Unell (by phone) with Bitbridge Technology and 
Tom Westbrook 
 
                                                                          President Smith closed the meeting. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  Ms. Jill Unell, with Bitbridge Technology, was present by phone to discuss tax concerns and the 
issue debating over whether Bitbridge Technology should be under the machinery & equipment category 
with a 10-year depreciation or under the computer category with a 5-year depreciation. 
 
  Mr. Hale explained that with no state definition or guidelines as to where to put business personal 
property the reason he came to machinery and equipment was from the definition provided in the dictionary 



and noted these are very highly specialized pieces of equipment that cannot be used for anything other than 
their design function. (See attached.)  
 
 
 After additional discussion, Commissioner Stone moved to accept the present value, category and 
assessment of the machinery and equipment for the appraisal of Bitbridge Technology.  Commissioner 
Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith 
voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
  At the second meeting of the Board of Equalization, the commissioners met with Tom Westbrook, 
owner of property located at 100 E. High Street (the old Kingwood High School), with tax concerns 
regarding a 35.58% increase for the property. (See attached.) 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 After a lengthy discussion, Mr. Westbrook took some additional information provided to 
him by Commercial Appraiser Jesse Hale to be reviewed at his leisure and then agreed to meet with 
Assessor Dave Nestor and Jesse Hale in the office to go over any questions he may have regarding 
the opinion given by the assessor’s office. 

 
  Mr. Westbrook also agreed to return to the Board of Equalization meeting scheduled for 
February 12, 2025 for additional discussion and a possible ruling at that time. 

 
 
 
  
Wednesday, February 5, 2025, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
   
        The Preston County Commission met as a Board of Equalization and Review on February 5, 2025, 
at 10:30 a.m. in the County Commission Meeting Room. 
 
  The meeting was opened and called to order by President Smith who then declared the following 
Commissioners present Hunter Thomas, Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 
 
            Also present was Jesse Hale-Commercial Appraiser, County Administrator Nathan Raybeck and 
Deanna Lively, County Clerk’s Office. 
 
  With no appointments scheduled, at 11:30 a.m., President Smith adjourned the meeting. 
 
 



Monday, February 10, 2025, 9:00 a.m.- (State of WV Minerals) 
 
        The Preston County Commission met as a Board of Equalization and Review for the  
State of West Virginia on Minerals on February 10, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. in the County Commission Meeting 
Room. 
 
  The meeting was opened and called to order by President Smith who then declared the following 
Commissioners present Hunter Thomas, Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 
   
            Also present was Jesse Hale-Commercial Appraiser, County Administrator Nathan Raybeck and 
Deanna Lively, County Clerk’s Office. 
 
  Mr. Raybeck conferred with Tim Wagner from the State of WV on Minerals that there were no 
appointments scheduled.   
 
  At 10:00 a.m., President Smith adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, February 12, 2025, 10:30 a.m. –11:30 a.m. 
 
  The Preston County Commission met as a Board of Equalization and Review on February 12, 2025, 
at 10:30 a.m. in the County Commission Meeting Room. 
 
  The meeting was opened and called to order by President Smith who then declared the following 
Commissioners present Hunter Thomas, Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 
 
  Also present were County Administrator Nathan Raybeck, Jesse Hale-Commercial Appraiser, 
Deanna Lively and Tom Westbrook. 
 
  After additional discussion with Mr. Tom Westbrook on the former Kingwood High School property 
in Kingwood, Commissioner Thomas moved to accept the Assessor’s Office current appraised value for 
the above-mentioned property.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Tuesday, February 18, 2025, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.  
       



          The Preston County Commission met as a Board of Equalization and Review on February 18, 2025, 
at 10:30 a.m. in the County Commission Meeting Room. 
 
        The meeting was opened and called to order by President Smith who then declared the following 
Commissioners present Hunter Thomas, Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 
 
     Also present were County Administrator Nathan Raybeck, County Clerk Linda Huggins, Jesse Hale-
Commercial Appraiser, and Deanna Lively, Deputy Clerk. 
      
  There were no appointments scheduled with tax concerns to address the Board of Equalization and 
Review. 
 
  At 11:30 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to adjourn sine die the Board of Equalization and 
Review Hearings for the 2025 tax year.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
taken with Commissioners Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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