
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in the Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., April 15, 2025, 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas, and Don Smith. 

 

     



 

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck. 

 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:                               

  Deanna Lively    Jacob Martin-WV News  Jesse Hale 

  Sheriff Scott Spiker   Jeniffer Graham-DP   Cheryl Wilt 

  V J Davis-PCHD  

     

          

 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  

 

 

Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List – Green, Cindy S.- Personal Property (2023) 

     Green Cindy S. – Personal Property (2024) 

 

 President Smith recognized Jesse Hale with the Tax Correction List dated April 15, 2025. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dated April 15, 2025, in 

the amount of $39.88.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with  

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

Apportionments – None 



  

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:30 a.m.  Officially Set 2025-2026 Levy Rate  

 

  

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Regular Current Expense Levy for the 2025-

2026 Fiscal Year.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Levy Order and Rate Sheet, Excess Levy, 

Fire Levy for the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9:31 a.m. Cheryl Wilt, Town of Newburg - Banners 

 

        Commissioner Thomas moved that the Preston County Commission fund the purchase       

     of 21 Winter Banners for the Town of Newburg in the amount of $2,360.00 out of Coal   

     Severance Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

     Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Commissioner Smith voted no. Motion carried. 

   

 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – Budget Hearing Work Session: March 14, 2025; March 19, 2025; March 20,    

                                        2025; and March 21, 2025 

  

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes for Budget Hearing Work Sessions of 

March 14, March 19, March 20 and March 21, 2025. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll 

call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  

 



 

 

 

Estate Settlement List – April 3, 2025, thru April 3, 2025 

         ESTATE NAME: BENJAMIN JESSE BUCKINGHAM 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions or 

objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 
 

 

 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerk’s Fiduciary Report – April 3, 2025, through April 9, 2025 

 

 Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

 Proceedings of the Clerk of this commission, had in vacation on April 3, 2025, through April 9, 2025, 

 inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been 

  no exceptions or objections filed thereto. (See attachment.) 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Motion(s) – None 

         

 

 

 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action  

A. Draft/Discussion Fiduciary Supervisor 

Changed the full-time to a part-time position at 20 hours/wk., with no benefits. 

                              Revised the draft to delete duplicate line for driver’s license, add proof of citizenship. 

                              The draft will be revised, reviewed by legal counsel, and presented for approval next 

                               week.  

 

 



 

New Business – Consideration and/or action 

A. Request for Mowing of PCPARC Properties 

 

B. Review of Quotes for Mowing of PCPARC Properties 

 

                                        Commissioner Stone moved to contribute $10,000 to Preston County Parks 

         & Recreation Commission for the purpose of lawn care out of the contribution fund. 

                              Commissioner Thomas abstained from voting. Commissioner Stone amended her 

                              motion to say, “up to $10,000”. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call 

                              vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

C. Proposed Amendment to the Preston County Commission Unsafe & Unsanitary 

Properties Ordinance 

 

After some discussion, it was suggested that the enforcement agency get together 

and come up with a plan or rough draft amendment to the ordinance “defining 

agriculture” and then schedule a work session. 

 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report. 

  

A. Employee Hire, Part-time, Animal Shelter 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved for the County Commission to approve the 

                                   hire of Gracie Wilson as a part-time employee for the Preston County Animal                      

                                   Shelter. Miss Wilson’s starting date will be effective April 16, 2025, with a pay rate 

                                   of $12/hr. with no benefits. She will be paid out of the extra line-item animal shelter 

                       budget. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 

                       Commissioners Thomas, Stone, and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See 

                       attached.) 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  

B. Budget Revisions –  

 

      Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision as presented by 

County Administrator, Nate Raybeck. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone, and Smith voting yes. 

Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 



 

 

  

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence  

 

• Presented a letter from the State Auditor’s Office stating that they had approved the 

Levy Estimate (Budget) for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025. 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• Last week an amendment change was approved to the 911 SOG (Standard of 

Guidance) regarding Trees in the Roadway to be effective April 16, 2025. Mr. 

Raybeck noted that the motion needs to be rescinded until there is language that can 

be agreed upon by all parties. 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the County Commission rescinds the Trees in 

Roadway 911 SOG Policy change approved last week that is set to go into effect 

tomorrow. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session  

 

At 10:02 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session for personnel. 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  

 

Those in the Executive Session were Nate Raybeck, Samantha Stone, Hunter Thomas, 

and Don Smith. 

 

At 10:24 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to come out of the Executive Session 

and reenter open session.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

 

Information 

 

Commissioner’s Comments   

  

 At 10:33 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

              

     ___________________________________________ 

                              Commissioner 

 

    ___________________________________________           

                 Commissioner 

                                                                    

                          ___________________________________________ 

                              Commissioner 

 

                         ---oOo--- 

 

                             04/15/2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


