
 
  

 
 
 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in the Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., February 26, 
2025, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by Samantha Stone, who was sworn in by Deanna 

Lively, Deputy Clerk, as President Pro-Tem.  She then invited those present to join in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
President Pro-Tem Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Hunter 

Thomas and Samantha Stone. Commissioner Don Smith was absent. 
     



 
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 
 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:                               
  Scott Spiker-Sheriff   Deanna Lively   Ken Moran 
                        Jacob Martin-WV News Jesse Hale-PCAO  Connie Kimble-PCAO 
  Elizabeth Satterfield  Kenneth Kidd   Kelly Hartman 
  Heatherlee Swirk  David J. Nestor II  Rebecca Zuchowski 
  Jeniffer Graham-DP    
          
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Stone voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 
  

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –Andrews, Jeremy C. – Personal Property (2023) 
                                     Andrews, Jeremy C. – Personal Property (2024) 
    Lewis, James & Judy – Personal Property   
 
  Connie Kimble presented the Tax Correction List for the Assessor’s Office dated 

February 26, 2025, in the amount of $274.48 for approval. 
 
             Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dated February 26, 

2025, in the amount of $274.48 as presented by Ms. Kimble.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting yes. Motion 
carried. (See attached.) 

  

  
 
 
Apportionments – None 
  
 
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  
 
9:31 a.m. Melissa Lockwood, Mon Health Preston Memorial – Certificate of Need (CON) Letter of 
                                                                                                                                                  Support

 This appointment was cancelled.  



     
9:40 a.m. Kenneth Kidd, Director, Arthurdale Heritage – Update and Funding Request 
 
  Mr. Kenneth Kidd, the new Director and Elizabeth Satterfield, Curator of Education at 

Arthurdale Heritage, presented an update and a fund request in the amount of $10,000 for growth 
and community outreach and folklife programs at the schools, among other things. (See attached.) 

 
  Commissioner Thomas thanked them for coming and said their fund request would be 

considered during budget deliberations. 
 

   
 

 



  
 
 
 
9:35 a.m. Dave Nestor, Assessor – Employee Hires 
 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Heatherlee Sulick for employment 
at the Preston County Assessors Office.  Her start date will be March 3, 2025, and to be paid out 
of the Assessor’s Valuation Fund.  Her pay rate is $15.00 per hour with a 90-day probationary 
period.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 
 

  
   



 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hiring of Kelly Hartman to the 
Assessor’s Office.  His start date will be March 3, 2025, and he will be paid from the 
Assessor’s Valuation Fund.  His pay rate is $16.00 per hour with a 90-day probationary 
period.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9:50 a.m. Ken Moran, County Surveyor – Role of County Surveyor 
   
 
 Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Ken Moran, the elected county surveyor, to come to the meeting 
to explain the role of the county surveyor.  He spoke from a code standpoint and from the commission 
handbook and talked about other things that county surveyors have talked to him about that they do for 
their counties.  He said the duties are not specific and would have to be defined by the commission as to 
what they entail. The county is required to provide office space for the county surveyor. (See attached.) 
 
 He said the office does not have a salary and usually when people are referred to him, they expect 
his services for nothing, but it all depends on the issue as to whether he charges or not.  He noted most 
of the calls he receives pertain to the property lines on the assessors’ aerial maps.   
 
 They discussed the benefits he could provide to the county clerk’s office, the assessor and 
commission office in redistricting and the role he would be able to fill on the dilapidated building 
ordinance committee. 
 
 Commissioner Stone would like to start exploring the role and how his services could benefit 
Preston County.  
 
  
 
 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 
Approval of Minutes – February 12, 2025 
 
 The minutes of February 12, 2025, were not approved today. 
 
  
 
 
Estate Settlement List – February 10, 2025, thru February 13, 2025 
         ESTATE NAME: DOROTHY F. CALE 
         ESTATE NAME: VICTORIA JEAN DEVALL 
         ESTATE NAME: ALEXANDER J SOBOL, AKA ALEX SOBOL 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 

 
 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Stone voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 

 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerk’s Fiduciary Report - February 13, 2025, through February 19, 2025 
 

 Under New Business Commissioner Thomas moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
 Proceedings of the Clerk of this commission, had in vacation on February 13, 2025, through February 
 19, 2025, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 
 been no exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment.) 
 



 

 
 
 
 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and   
Stone voting yes. Motion carried. 

 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Motion(s) – None 

 
 
 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action  
 

A. WV Corp Insurance 2025-2026 Renewal – No information presented. 
 

B. Application to use Preston County Courthouse Lawn – Preston County Honor Guard 
 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Preston County Honor 
Guard’s Application to use the courthouse lawn for the National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day Observance to be held March 29, 2025, at noon.  Commissioner 
Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 
Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
C. Commissioner Stone 

a. County Property Proposal to Preston County Fire Association 
 

Commissioner Stone has been attending the Preston County Fire 
Association meetings for some time and noted the association is interested 
in an approximate 6-acre piece of county property located below the 911 
Center to construct a 3-story burn building training facility. All the fire 
departments in the county have decided to collaborate and pool their state 
funding together into the fire association to fund the structure. The building 
is estimated to cost about $300,000. 

 
She asked that the commission consider the piece of property to 

deed and convey to the Preston County Fire Association to construct the 
burn building with the stipulation that if the Fire Association were to 
disband, the property would revert back to the county. 

 
After additional discussion, Commissioner Thomas asked that any 

motion be tabled until next week so that Commissioner Smith could be 
included in the decision. 
 

b. Discussion with County Surveyor on Proposed Survey 
 

Attached is a quote to survey the building site in the amount of 
$2,626.99. Mr. Moran noted doing a survey to clean up the tower site 
(which was never surveyed) would cost a bit extra but it needed done 
before moving forward with this process. 

 

 
 
 

D. Legislative Letters of Support 
Commissioner Thomas highlighted the need for letters of support that he 

thinks should be drafted for official approval at next week’s meeting to include 
HB2884 (relating to valuation of specialized high-technology property) and SB20 
that mandates any additional mandates put onto fire departments of the county be 
paid for by the state. 



 
 He thanked the assessor, his team and the commercial appraiser for all their 
efforts working with state legislatures to get this first bill, mentioned above, 
moving. 
 

 
Sheriff’s Tax Office – Consideration and/or action 

A. Financial Statements 
 
  Sheriff Spiker advised they will be meeting tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. with County 
Administrator Nate Raybeck to finalize everything needed to move forward with the 
budget process. 

    
 Mr. Raybeck said it is his understanding that June is good, but they are still looking 
at October, November and December possibly out of balance due to where voids were 
put in incorrectly and deposits in transit. 
 
 Commission Thomas asked for an official update via email after the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 President ProTem Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report. 
  

A. Lightrr Contract for OEM/911 
 
 Mr. Raybeck presented a contract with Lightrr, a company that specializes 
specifically in the Sheriff’s Office, 911 and OEM for tech services.  He said a grant 
had been awarded to help pay for some of the infrastructure for this. 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the IT Contract between Lightrr and the 
Preston County Commission and authorize President ProTem Samantha Stone to sign 
the document.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 
with Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting yes. Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
 

  

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 
B. Budget Revisions - None 

 
 

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
    

The next county commission meetings will be Wednesday, March 5, 2025, at 9:30 
a.m. and Tuesday, March 11, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session  
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments   

   
 At 10:35 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President ProTem 
Samantha Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
              
     ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 

 
    ___________________________________________           
                 Commissioner 

                                                                    
                          ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 
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