
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in the Regular Session at 9:00 a.m., February 18, 
2025, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:   Hunter Thomas, 

Don Smith. Commissioner Stone was absent at the beginning of the meeting. 
     
 



 
 
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 
 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:                               
  Scott Spiker-Sheriff   Deanna Lively   James Shay-Prosecutor 
                        Jacob Martin-WV News Jesse Hale-PCAO  Connie Kimble-PCAO 
  Duane Hamilton-OEM Clark Nicklow-OEM     
   
          
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 
  

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –Wilson, Larry – Real Estate 
     Wilson, Rose Mary Estate – Real Estate 
 
  Connie Kimble presented the Tax Correction List for the Assessor’s Office dated 

February 18, 2025, in the amount of $-0- for approval. 
 
             Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dated February 18, 

2025, in the amount of $-0- as presented by Ms. Kimble.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion 
carried. (See attached.) 

  
  

 
 
 
 
Apportionments – None 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  
 
9:01 a.m. James Shay, Prosecuting Attorney – Amended Flood Plain Ordinance 
 
  Mr. Shay presented a proposed amendment to the Flood Plain Ordinance that was 

submitted to Charleston for approval. He noted they not only approved of it but to his 
understanding they are going to propose it for use across the state. 

 
  He prepared two different copies for the commission to review, one shows the changes 

made in RED and then the actual amendment to be adopted.  The major change made is if a person 
is in willful violation of the ordinance, it allows them to pursue criminal action against the person, 
giving jurisdiction to the Magistrate Court. (See attached.) 

 
  President Smith suggested setting the date of the first reading for February 26, 2025.  
 
 



  
 

 
 

  



 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

9:05 a.m. Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Budget Revision and Purchase Vehicle  
 
  Recently, Mr. Hamilton has been searching for a vehicle to replace the current vehicle 

being used by the Commercial Appraiser in the Assessor’s Office. He spoke with Prosecuting 
Attorney Jay Shay regarding a price cap, that would be set by the commission, that would allow 
him to purchase a vehicle without going through the bid process.  

 
  Mr. Shay advised that normally the cap for competitive bidding is $15,000 but he views 

this as an emergency situation for which there is a code that provides provisions for these 
situations when the bidding process takes too long, and the cars are gone before the process is 
complete.  

 
  Commissioner Thomas moved to set a cap of $36,000 for the Central Garage to purchase 

a new commercial appraisal vehicle.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Hamilton presented a budget revision in the amount of $9,632.00 needed to pay MCR 

for car repairs to PCSO Vehicle#37 for an insurance check. 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision as presented.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 
Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 
  



  
 

 
 
 
9:10 a.m. Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Request Budget Revision for Salary Adjustment 
 

  County Clerk Linda Huggins emailed a letter and came before the commission with a 
request for an increase in salary this fiscal year for an employee that she believes has gone above 
and beyond but she doesn’t have the funds it in her budget to do so.  
 



  The commissioners agreed with the content of Clerk Huggins’ letter but asked that the 
request be presented during budget deliberations. 

  
9:15 a.m. Sheriff Scott Spiker 

A. New Bank Account update 
 
          Commissioner Thomas moved to give the sheriff permission to open account 
#361 at Clear Mountain Bank.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 

B. Financial Statements and Budget Documents 
        

  The sheriff had not been in contact with the Chief Tax Deputy and was not able to 
provide an update although last he knew she was out of balance $90K. 
 
  Mr. Raybeck noted that he had spoken with Mary Ann Claytor last Friday and 
they would have to caveat things being off, but they should be able to produce the sheets 
that will be needed to move forward with the budget. Budget workshops are to begin, 
Friday March 14, 2025. 

   
 
Approval of Minutes – February 5, 2025 
  
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of  February 5, 2025.  Commissioner Stone 
seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 
yes.  Motion carried.   
 
 
Estate Settlement List – February 7, 2025, thru February 7, 2025 
         ESTATE NAME: BEN W. HARVEY JR. 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 

  
 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 
Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
 
 



 
 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report - February 6, 2025, through February 12, 2025 
 

 Under New Business Commissioner Thomas moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
 Proceedings of the Clerk of this commission, had in vacation on February 6, 2025, through February 
 12, 2025, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 
 been no exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment.) 
 

 
 

 
 
  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 
Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 



 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Motion(s) – None 

 
 
 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Courthouse Surveying Proposal CEC Consulting/Water Intrusion Project Discussion 
 

  Commissioner Thomas and Nate Raybeck met with Thomas Adams of Civil 
Environmental & Engineering Consultants, Inc., to discuss the water intrusion issue in the 
Preston County Courthouse and proposed the first steps needed to start any kind of project.    

 
  CEC recommended a topographical survey and utility survey. A third item on their 

scope of work is a GPR (ground penetrating radar) as being needed to begin the process.  
The cost for the topographical survey and utility survey is $15,000 and the GPR is $5,000. 

 
Commissioner Stone advised that at one time there was a plan for the buildings of 

when things needed rolled out, replaced and updated and they should get that established 
and assess the buildings and then have a work session to discuss it. 

 
Mr. Raybeck noted he will be meeting with Kevin Likens, Maintenance Supervisor, 

today and will try to have something to present next week. 
 
 
 

Sheriff’s Tax Office – Consideration and/or action 
 
 
County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report. 
  

A. Update from Jesse Hale on Opioid Settlement Advisory Board Findings 
 

  
 



 
 

B. ARPA Change of Scope Terra Alta Water Tower Project 
  
    Mr. Raybeck noted that the attached letter received from the Town of Terra Alta 
for the Change of Scope for the Terra Alta Water Tower Project is not sufficient for 
the following reasons: It does not specify the actual dollar amount being mentioned 
and it does not mention that the funds will be utilized by the 2026 deadline.  He will 
ask for a redo. 

    

 
 
 

C. Budget Revisions – (See Recognition of Scheduled Appointments above at 9:05 a.m. 
with Duane Hamilton for B/R approval.) 
 
 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 

The next meeting of the Preston County Commission is Wednesday, February 
26, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. 

    
 
 
 
 



 
 
Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session  
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments   

 Commissioner Thomas recommended the commissioners prepare letters of support for legislation 
that they want to support that would be beneficial to our county to take with them to the County 
Commissioners Association conference coming up next week. 
 
 On that topic, Linda Huggins said there was a bill that the county clerk’s association has been 
pushing for regarding quit claim deeds and explained its importance because the county is losing excise 
tax. 
 
 Commissioner Stone also noted that they need to continue to look and advocate for a steadier 
stream of revenue for EMS (definitely) and the fire departments and the need for additional revenue to 
invest more funding into transportation and address some infrastructure.  She said the 1% sales tax would 
do wonders for the county budget also. 
  
  
 At 10:12 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 
Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
              
     ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 

 
    ___________________________________________           
                 Commissioner 

                                                                    
                          ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 
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