
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in the Regular Session at 9:00 a.m., February 5, 
2025, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas, and Don Smith. 
 

     



 
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck. 
 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:                               
  Scott Spiker-Sheriff   Deanna Lively   Becky Zuchowski-CTD 
                        Jacob Martin-WV News Jesse Hale   Connie Kimble 
  Justin R. Wolfe-OEM  Duane Hamilton-OEM   
          
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 
and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 
  

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –Clarkson, Robert B. & Tammy L – Personal Property 
    Pyles, Joseph W & Rebecca L – Real Estate 
 
  Connie Kimble presented the Tax Correction List for the Assessor’s Office dated 

February 5, 2025, in the amount of $111.66 for approval. 
 
             Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dated February 5, 2025, 

in the amount of $111.66 as presented by Ms. Kimble.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  
A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion 
carried. (See attached.) 

  

  
 

 
Apportionments – None 
  
 
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  
 
9:01 a.m. Duane Hamilton and Justin Wolfe, OEM/E911 
 

A.  Budget Revision 
   

  Duane Hamilton, Director of OEM/E911, presented a budget revision for a check 
received for State Fuel Tax recovered from sales tax paid on fuel. He noted the WEX Cards 
automatically take off the federal tax but they have to apply for the state tax.    He said it 
comes to about $10K/year. 

 
  This budget revision will be considered later under the county administrator’s 
                        report (C) below. 
 
 

B.  Award Wireless Tower Access Assistance Grant Agreement 
 
  Justin Wolfe presented a Wireless Tower Access Assistance Grant Agreement in 
the amount of $647,921.00 for the acquisition, equipping and/or construction of a wireless 
tower on Caddell Mountain adjacent to the tower there now.   

 
   Commissioner Stone moved to approve and authorize the President to sign the 
                        Grant Agreement between the Public Service Commission and Preston County 

            Commission in the amount of $647,921.00 for the construction of a new tower. 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 
 



 
  

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:05 a.m. Sheriff Scott Spiker and Becky Zuchowski, Tax Office-Financial Statements 
 
  Chief Tax Deputy, Becky Zuchowski updated the commission on financial statements 
                 for the Preston County Tax Office and presented a complete years’ worth of financial  
                 statemen from February 2024 through February 2025 for the commission to review.  
   
  She noted that December still didn’t look good to her, and she was having a problem 
      with the numbers on reconciliation statements changing, after corrections were made. 
  
                   A representative from Compiled Technologies is expected today and she is hopeful once 
                  this issue is remedied the process will speed up quickly. 
 
  She then requested an Executive Session to discuss some things considered legal. 
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
Approval of Minutes – January 29, 2025 
 The minutes of January 29, 2025, were not approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Estate Settlement List – January 22, 2025, thru January 22, 2025 
         ESTATE NAME: TERRY LYN DONK 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 

 
 
 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 
Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report  

A. January 23, 2025, through January 29, 2025 
 

 Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
 Proceedings of the Clerk of this commission, had in vacation on January 23, 2025, through January  
 29, 2025, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 
 been no exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment.) 
 



 
 

 
 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 
Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Motion(s) – None 



 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Employee Hire, Facilities Supervisor, Preston County Commission 
 

                                        Commissioner Stone moved to authorize the hire of Kevin Likens to begin 
effective February 16, 2025, with an annual salary of $52,500. The probationary 
period will end June 30, 2025, for the full-time position of facilities supervisor with 
benefits. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
B. Preston County EMS Association request to appoint Robin Feather and Shawna 

Knotts to the 911 Advisory Board – Terms expiring December 31, 2025 
 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the reappointment of Robin 
Feather as a volunteer squad representative to the 911 Advisory Board. This 
appointment will expire on 12/31/2025. Commissioner Stone seconded the 
motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith 
voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the reappointment of Shawna 
Knotts as the paid squad representative to the 911 Advisory Board. This 
appointment will expire on 12/31/2026. Commissioner Stone seconded the 
motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith 
voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 

 
 

 
Sheriff’s Tax Office – Consideration and/or action 
 



 
County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report. 
  

A. Board of Equalization and County Commission Meeting Schedule: February 2025 
 
 Mr. Raybeck presented the remaining schedule for Preston County Commission 
meetings, Work Session dates and Board of Equalization dates for February 2025. 

 

 
 
     
  
 

B. Preston County Parks and Recreation Work Session: Monday, 10 a.m. February 10, 
2025 
 
 This work session will focus on budget and fund requests. 

 
  
 
 
 

C. Budget Revisions  
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revisions as presented by 
Duane Hamilton for Central Garage and Nate Raybeck for the Prosecuting Attorney 
Jay Shay. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 
 Commissioner Thomas stated that it has been brought to his attention by the 
Assessor’s Office that the county has accumulated over $800K of delinquent personal 
property taxes over the past five (5) years which doesn’t include real property tax bills. 
and how unfair it is to the taxpayers that pay their taxes.  
 
 He discussed state code that outlines a process to recoup delinquent taxes and 
suggested the county commission and sheriff look into it. The process hasn’t been 
done in Preston County for years.   
  
  He sent the information to Prosecuting Attorney Jay Shay and Wendy Greve for 
their opinion and advice. 
  

    
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session  
 
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
At 9:27 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session for a legal 
matter. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  
 
Those in attendance for the Executive Session: Commissioners Don Smith, Samantha 
Stone, Hunter Thomas, County Administrator Nate Raybeck, Sheriff Scott Spiker, and 
Chief Tax Deputy Becky Zuchowski. 
 
 
               EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 9:42 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to come out of Executive Session and 
reenter open session. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was 
taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 
 
 
 

Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments   

 Condolences to the families of Janie Lou White and Evelyn Jennings. 
  
 At 9:49 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 
Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
 
              
     ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 

 
    ___________________________________________           
                 Commissioner 

                                                                    
                          ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 
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