
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in the Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., January 29, 
2025, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas, and Don Smith. 
 



     
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck, Circuit Clerk Lisa Leishman, and 
County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

 
 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:                               
  Scott Spiker-Sheriff   Deanna Lively   Becky Zuchowski-CTD 
                        Jacob Martin-WV News Jeniffer Graham-DP  Connie Kimble 
  Angie Pase   David Cooper   Suzann Benson-PCPaRC 
  Hunter Mullens  Sara Saurino-PCPaRC DevraDeems-PCPaRC 
  Rachelle Thorne-PCPaRC  
          
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 
  

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –Reeves, Joan A. Personal Property 
 
  Connie Kimble presented the Tax Correction List for the Assessor’s Office dated January 

29, 2025, in the amount of $100.02 for approval. 
 
             Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dated January 29, 2025, 

in the amount of $100.02 as presented by Ms. Kimble.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion 
carried. (See attached.) 

  
 

 

 
 
 
Apportionments – None 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  
 
9:31 a.m. Angie Pase, Tucker Community Foundation – 2025 Run For IT 
 
  Angie Pase, Development Director with the Tucker Community Foundation and the Event  
                 Coordinator for the Run For It Program came before the commission with an update and  
                 pledge request in the amount of $3,500. 
 
  The Run For It Event is scheduled for Saturday, September 21, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. in 
                 front of the Davis Fire Hall. 
 
  The commission requested a letter to present at budget time and advised the fund request  
                 will be considered at that time. (See attached.) 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
9:35 a.m. Hunter Mullens, Esq., Mullens & Mullens – Second Opioid Distribution 
 
  Hunter Mullens, Esq., presented the second opioid disbursement check in the amount of  
                $203,800.78.  He hopes that the checks will continue for the next 12 years but said after the    
                third year the checks will probably go down considerably due to some issues with bankruptcy, 
                etc.   (See attached.) 
 
  The next meeting of the Opioid Settlement Advisory Board is set for February 11, 2025. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:40 a.m. Parks and Recreation – Request for Funding 
 
       Commissioner Thomas recused himself from the discussion or decision making with             
                 Preston County Parks and Recreation due to being a member of the Parks and Recreation 
                 Board. 
 
       Rachelle Thorn updated the commission on P&R’s continued steady growth and spoke 
                 of the projects and accomplishments including the Linear Park in Tunnelton and the WV 
                 Northern Rail Trail.  She said the department provides an important public service to the  
                 people as places to gather with family and friends, places to exercise, walk their dogs, relax 
                 and unwind and this makes for healthful and happier communities that people want to live in. 
  
       At this time, they are managing approximately 75AC and in the future could inherit 70 
                  more acres of a nature preserve from a county resident that wants to protect their land forever    
                  but noted with this growth comes greater obligations for maintenance and mowing on the 
                  developed portions. 
 



       She explained that the hotel/motel tax revenue they receive is not covering their 
       growing operational expenses.  She reached out to Susan Riddle, President & CEO of Visit 
       Mountaineer Country CVB for an insight on what to expect next year and she anticipates, 
       based on national trends, that hotel/motel revenue is going to be around the same as last year.  

    
                   Based on this information, they are requesting $15,000 to supplement what the 
        hotel/motel will not cover between now and July 1st and requested a work session in 
        February to discuss the sustainable financial strategy for the department in the coming fiscal 
        year and to obtain guidance from the commission on what the vision is for the county and 

                    how they can act towards that goal.  
 
         There was also discussion regarding concerns of accepting land donations without 
                     having a steady funding source and whether Parks and Recreation still considered running  

         a P&R levy? Sara Saurino expressed some of the concerns for running a levy were the 
         current climate, manpower and lack of experience.  

   
           A work session will be scheduled for the month of February. No decision was made 
                     on the fund request.  
 
 
  9:45 a.m. Sheriff Scott Spiker – Employee Hire 
 
        Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hiring of Ann Powroznik as a Court 
                   Security Officer/Utility Officer with a starting pay of $35,000 per year and a starting date of 
                   February 3, 2025. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
                   Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
9:50 a.m. Lisa Leishman, Circuit Clerk – Request Increase in Postage Line Item 
   
  Circuit Clerk Lisa Leishman presented a budget revision needed for her office due to  
     the increase of postage. There was some discussion of the cost of postage and the need to look     
                at increasing the amount of postage for each office during budget deliberations.  She also   
                discussed contacting Pitney Bowes to discuss the contract for the postage meter and talk about 
                why only a certain amount is permitted to be added to the postage meter at one time. 
   
  See budget revision (D) in the County Administrator’s Report below. 
 



 
 
Approval of Minutes – January 22, 2025 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of January 22, 2025. Commissioner Stone 
seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 
yes. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
Estate Settlement List – January 14, 2025, thru January 14, 2025 
         ESTATE NAME: BARBARA JEAN DILLSWORTH 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 
Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 

 
 
 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report – January 16, 2025, through January 22, 2025 
 

 Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
 Proceedings of the Clerk of this commission, had in vacation on January 16, 2025, through January  
 22, 2025, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 
 been no exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment.) 
 
  



 
 
 

 
  
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 
Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Motion(s) –  
 
 
  
 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action  

 
Sheriff’s Tax Office – Consideration and/or action 
 
 



 
 
County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report. 
  

A. Sheriff’s Tax Office Financial Statements 
 
 Becky Zuchowski, Chief Tax Deputy and Sheriff Scott Spiker updated the 
commission on financial statements for the tax office.  
 Ms. Zuchowski explained that they have made progress with the help of Mary Ann 
Claytor, former Assistant State Auditor, but she’s not sure how to put the corrections 
in the system. She said in the two days working with Ms. Claytor she has been able to 
get four months of general county stuff corrected.  Ms. Claytor is not familiar with the 
current system and Becky is afraid that by putting in the new numbers it will mess up 
something else. 
 The representative from Compiled Technologies, who the county has a contract 
with, is the person they need to enter the figures, but they have not been able to reach 
him.  It was suggested to look at the contract with Compiled Technologies to see if he 
is fulfilling his obligation or if they need to contact his boss, Chris Herrington. 
 Commissioner Smith said they must fulfill their part of the contract and if they do 
not, legal action will be taken against them. 
 There was discussion about the tax distributions and who would be paying for 
Mary Ann Claytor’s services.  The sheriff offered to look at his budget and try to 
figure something out.  
  
 
      

B. Software System Contract 
 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the quote from Software Systems in the 
amount of $169,102.10 and authorize the President to sign the agreement/quote.  
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 
attached.) 
 

 



 
  

 

 
 



 
C. Board of Equalization Meetings –  

 
 The Board of Equalization meeting schedule will be posted today. The first 
meeting is Friday, January 31, 2025, with two appointments scheduled at 5:00 p.m. 
and the second appointment is at 5:15 p.m. 

  
  

D. Budget Revisions  
 
 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the budget revisions as presented by 
Circuit Clerk Lisa Leishman and County Administrator Nate Raybeck.  Commissioner 
Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 
Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 
 Commissioner Stone noted when she got word Mullens and Mullens was coming 
with another check for the opioid settlement she reached out to several local banks for 
current rates and Clear Mountain Bank offered to allow the commission to add the 
new money to the current CD that is already established there at a rate of 4.50%. 
 
 Commissioners agreed to deposit and add the new funds to the current CD at Clear 
Mountain Bank. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 
 

A. Executive Session #1 
 
At 10:32 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for a 
personnel matter. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
Those in attendance for the Executive Session: Commissioner’s Don Smith, Samantha 
Stone, Hunter Thomas, County Administrator Nate Raybeck and County Clerk Linda 
Huggins. 
 
    EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
At 11:00 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and 
reenter open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   
 
President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Executive Session #2 
 
At 11:01 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session for a 
personnel matter.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  
 
Those in attendance for the Executive Session: Commissioners Don Smith, Samantha 
Stone, Hunter Thomas, County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Sheriff Scott Spiker. 
 
 
               EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 11:18 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and 
reenter open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Executive Session #3 
 
At 11:18 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session for a 
personnel matter.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  
 
Those in attendance for the Executive Session: Commissioners Don Smith, Samantha 
Stone, Hunter Thomas, County Administrator Nate Raybeck and County Clerk Linda 
Huggins was in briefly. 
 
 
               EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 11:47 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and 
reenter open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments   

   
 At 11:48 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 
Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
 
              
     ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 

 
    ___________________________________________           
                 Commissioner 

                                                                    
                          ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 
 
                         ---oOo--- 
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