
 
  

 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in the Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., January 15, 
2025, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Hunter Thomas, and 

Don Smith. Commissioner Stone was absent. 
 

     



 
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck. 
 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:                                

  Scott Spiker-Sheriff   Deanna Lively  Jacob Martin-WV News   

  Rebecca Zuchowski  J.G. Rodeheaver Camryn Bice  

  Connie Kimble  Duane Hamilton  

    
       
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 
  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –Wolfe Upholstery, Personal Property 
 
  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd January 15, 2025 in 

the amount of $821.22 as presented by Connie Kimble of the Assessor’s Office.  Commissioner 
Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Smith 
voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 



 
Apportionments – None 
  
  
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  
 
9:31 a.m. Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Employee Hire 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Camryn Bice as a Regular Part-Time 911 

Public-Safety Dispatcher with a starting pay of $17.60/hr. effective immediately. Commissioner 
Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Smith 
voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 
 
 
9:35 a.m. Sheriff’s Office – Discussion of Inventory List 
 

 J. G. Rodeheaver, of the Preston County Sheriff’s Department, discussed the inventory 
     of complete uniforms for the Sheriff Department Utility Officers and advised they have various 
     sizes and a majority of what may be needed to upfit an employee but are running low on pistols, 
     body cameras, tasers and right-handed holsters.  
 
 Mr. Raybeck asked him for a list of everything they have in stock and what they need to  
     replenish their inventory and include spares. 
 
 Commissioner Thomas inquired about the two open utility officer positions. The sheriff  
    advised that they are getting ready to advertise but are currently revamping the website in hopes 
    of getting some good applicants. 

 
 
   



 
 
 
Approval of Minutes – December 23, 2024, and January 2, 2025 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of December 23,2024 and January 2, 2025. 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
 
Estate Settlement List – January 2, 2025, thru January 2, 2025 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report – January 3, 2025, through January 8, 2025 
 

 Under New Business Commissioner Thomas moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
 Proceedings of the Clerk of this commission, had in vacation on January 3, 2025, through January  
 8, 2025, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 
 been no exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment.) 
 
   
 



 
 

 
 
 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 
Fiduciary Commissioner Motion – None 
 
 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action  
New Business – Consideration and/or action  

 
 
 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report. 
 
  

A. Discussion of Financial Statements 
 Mr. Raybeck asked Sheriff Spiker and Chief Tax Deputy Becky Zuchowski “Where 
are we?” in reference to the financial statement situation. 
 
 Chief Tax Deputy, Becky Zuchowski explained September is done, October is 
almost done, and November has not been started yet. 
 
 At 9:39 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for a Legal 
Matter.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 
 



 Those in attendance for the Executive Session were County Administrator Nate 
Raybeck, Commissioners Hunter Thomas and Don Smith, Chief Tax Deputy Becky 
Zuchowski and Sheriff Scott Spiker. 
 
 
 
    EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
 At 9:57 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to come out of Executive Session and 
reentered the open session. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
 Mr. Raybeck advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 
 
 
 

  
B. County Offices closed for observance of MLK, Jr. Holiday: Monday, January 20, 2025 

     
C. Budget Revisions - None 

 
D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
  

    
Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
 

Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments   

 Commissioner Thomas discussed the Hazel Run Dam/Mitigation Plan for the County and is taking 
the initiative to get the right parties connected. At a previous meeting a dam property owner came before 
the commission with a request for assistance in applying for a grant for which the county would act as the 
pass-through. 
  
 At 10:02 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 
Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
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