
 
 

 
 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in the Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., January 8, 
2025, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas, and Don Smith. 
 



     
 
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Dave Nestor. 
 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:                                

  Scott Spiker-Sheriff Elect   Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin-WV News-by phone     
    
       
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 
and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –None 
Apportionments – None 
  
 
  
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments – None 
 
 
 
Approval of Minutes – December 10 and 17, 2024 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of December 10 and December 17, 2024. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 
and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
Estate Settlement List – December 18, 2024, thru December 27, 2024 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed.  (See attached.) 
 

 
 
 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 
and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report – December 19, 2024, through January 2, 2025 
 

 Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
 Proceedings of the Clerk of this commission, had in vacation on December 19, 2024, through January  
 2, 2025, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 
 been no exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment.) 
 
   



 
 
 
 Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 
Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 
Fiduciary Commissioner Motion – None 
 
 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action  
New Business – Consideration and/or action  

 
 
 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report. 
 
  

A. Fiduciary Commissioner: Resignation/Appointment 
 
 Mr. Raybeck received letters from Judge Hilary Bright resigning her position as 
Fiduciary Commissioner due to her appointment as Circuit Court Judge of the 22nd 
Judicial Circuit Division  
 
 Yesterday, he received an email and voice confirmation that Anne Armstrong has 
expressed interest in filling the position of Fiduciary Commissioner. 
 



 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the appointment of Anne Armstrong as a 
Fiduciary Commissioner for the county.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A 
roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  
Motion carried.   
 

  
B. Budget Revisions - None 

  
    

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 
 The commissioners discussed communication protocol in case of an emergency due 
to the commission making the decision to close all buildings on January 6, 2025, 
because of impending weather. 
 
 Commissioner Stone explained the need for a basic policy that outlines what a 
closure means, who works through closures and who does not and what an early 
dismissal or delayed start would look like and defining it and getting it out to the elected 
officials, so they know. 
 
 Commissioner Thomas said it should be simple because the county commission can 
only close the building.  The judge has the authority for the court, not the courthouse as 
a whole and each elected official can dictate their own offices and office hours. 
 
 Commissioner Stone said it was up to each elected official that has employees that 
live out, to not let them come in. If the commission closes the building the employees 
get paid for having the day off and do not have to take a personal day. 
 She said there will always be something official that comes from the commission 
office through the 911 Center to help push emergency information out to the employees 
and they will always try to do what’s best to make the best decisions for the county 
employees but need a  timeline to define what those things look like so they can get it 
out to the elected officials should a situation arise. 
 

    
Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
 

Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments   

   
 At 9:41 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 
Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
 
               
     ___________________________________________  
                              Commissioner 

 
    ___________________________________________            
                 Commissioner 

                                                                    
                          ___________________________________________  
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