
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., December 10, 
2024, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas, and Don Smith. 
 



     
 
 
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck, County Clerk Linda Huggins, Circuit 
Clerk Lisa Leishman and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

 
 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Sheriff Jim Fields.  Scott Spiker-Sheriff Elect Tom Pue 
  Jeniffer Graham – DP             Jacob Martin-WV News Deanna Lively    
  Haley Hillen-WSBC   
   
     
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 
and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List – Andy T. & Lisa Jones-Personal Property, Marty S. & Tammy Kisner-Personal 
Property, Tim Poston-Real Estate 

 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dated December 10, 2024, as 

presented by Connie Ervin in the amount of $397.64.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  
A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion 
carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Apportionments – None 
  
 
 



 
  
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  
 
9:30 a.m.  Sheriff Fields – Regarding Court Security Officers 
 
  Sheriff Fields asked for approval to change a part-time position to full-time and hire three 
                 full-time utility officers as soon as possible to get them trained before the new judge comes in       
                 or at the least get them in uniform and qualified with weapons and noted he is not asking for any 
                 money because he has money in his budget to take care of it. 
 
   After some discussion on this matter and funding the Resource Officer at Preston High 
                 School, which will be discussed further during budget workshop deliberations, Commissioner 
                 Stone moved to transition the part-time utility officer position, that the sheriff already has, to            
                 full-time position with a salary of $35,000.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll 
                 call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
9:35 a.m.  Halley Hillen, WesBanco – Animal Shelter Investments 
 

 Ms. Hillen reported on the managing of the animal shelter funds and presented 
     reports to the commissioners on the status of the funds. She noted that 2022 was a bad year but 
     the account made up for it in 2023.  She would not advise any changes be made to the portfolio 
     at this time.  (See attached.) 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9:40 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Budget Revisions 
 
  Mr. Hamilton was not at the meeting to present budget revisions.  Moved to next week’s   
                  meeting. 
 
9:50 a.m.  Tom Pue – County Farm Cemetery Plaque for Ellen Pue Anderson 
 
  Mr. Pue came before the commission with a request to add the name of Ellen Pue Anderson 
                   to the bronze plaque on the old county farm.  He said he discovered the name on Find A Grave 
                   and read an article/obituary that stated that she was buried on the county farm and her name is  
                   not included on the bronze marker at the cemetery. 
 
  Commissioner Thomas moved to add Ellen Pue Anderson’s name to Walnut Preston    
                   Cemetery memorial plaque.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
                   taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Approval of Minutes – November 26, 2024, and December 3, 2024 
 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the minutes of November 26, 2024, and December 3, 
2024. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 
Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Estate Settlement List – None 
 
 

 
 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report – November 28, 2024, through December 4, 2024 
 

 Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
 Proceedings of the Clerk of this commission, had in vacation on November 28, 2024, through December 
4, 2024, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 

 been no exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment.) 
 
   



 
 
 Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 
Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 
 
 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action  

A. VFW Gravesite Flags 

Commissioner Thomas provided information from the VFW on the total number of 
flags needed for each VFW within the county and the cost to purchase them, if they 
were ordered from Carrottop Industries. 

    

   Commissioner Smith said he was confused over whether the VFW was raising the 
                              money to pay for the flags or the commission was expected to pay for them. 
                               

Commissioner Thomas stated that the VFW is not raising money for anything.  They  
                              are asking the commission to purchase the flags and give them to the VFWs. 
 

Mr. Raybeck understood that they didn’t want a contribution to the VFW. What they  
would rather the commission do is pay the invoice for the flags, store and distribute   
them to the VFWs as they are needed and/or requested. 
 

After some additional discussion, it was decided to table this conversation until next    
                                week. 
    



New Business – Consideration and/or action  

 
 
 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
  

A. Commission Calendar for December 2024 
 Tuesday December 17, 2024, at 9:30 a.m. in the commission meeting room. 
 Monday December 23, 2024, at 9:30 a.m. in the commission meeting room. 
 Thursday January 2, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. in the commission meeting room. 
 

B. Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Update and Timeline 
  

• The flooring is scheduled for installation on Friday and the painting 
should be done then as well. 

• The swing door on the bench should be finished by Friday as well as 
everything else on the punchlist. 

• The Mills Group and Jarrett will be on site today to finalize 
everything that’s remaining with a plan to have it all done by the end 
of business Friday. 
 
 

     Commissioner Stone moved to approve the $1,500.00 expenditure to have Wes      
       Menear paint the two existing rooms (the Law Clerk’s Office and the second Judge’s     
       Office) in the courthouse.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote          
                  was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.              
                  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
C. Sheriff’s Office Facility Update 

 
         Mr. Raybeck presented a quote in the amount of $8,000. from Snyder Heating and 
Cooling to bring fresh air into the Sheriff’s Office.  He noted only one unit will be 
necessary to provide the air flow needed however an additional 8” pipe w/hood vent 
will be installed should a second unit be needed. 
 
   Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the quote from Snyder Heating and 
Cooling for the fresh air ventilator for the Preston County Sheriff’s Office.  
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   
D. Budget Revisions – None 

  
E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 The Board of Equalization dates have been set and approved by the state and will 
be submitted next week for approval. 
  
 
 
 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
 At 10:03 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for 
personnel.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 Those in attendance for the Executive Session were Commissioners Hunter Thomas, 
Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 
 
    EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 At 10:19 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and 
reenter open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive 
Session. 
 

 



 
 
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
 

Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments  

 

 The commissioners briefly recognized Connie Ervin and Sheriff Fields on their forthcoming 
retirement. More on this at next week’s meeting. 
 
 At 10:29 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 
Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
 
               
     ___________________________________________  
                              Commissioner 

 
    ___________________________________________            
                 Commissioner 

                                                                    
                          ___________________________________________  
                              Commissioner 
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