
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., November 26, 
2024, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 



     
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 
 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Sheriff Jim Fields.    Jeniffer Graham - DP  Deanna Lively  
  Logan Cottrell-WV News Caroline Davis                        Jon Brent Crogan 
  Larry Kisner 
   
     
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills 

 Commissioner Stone recused herself from voting on the bills citing a conflict of interest.          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 
Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 
    

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –Millers Appalachian Land Svcs – Personal Property 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd November 26, 2024, as 
 presented by Assessor Connie Ervin the amount of $196.60.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  
 A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  
 (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 
Apportionments – None 
 
   
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  
 
9:33 a.m.  Caroline Davis, Executive Director – Northern Appalachian Coal Mining Heritage Association 
 
  Ms. Davis, the new Executive Director of the Northern Appalachian Coal Mining   
                 Association came before the commission with a request for funds (no specific amount) for 
                 their 2025 goals and projects, which include educational programming for local school 

children. 
                 as well as a Coal Heritage Trail that they are trying to establish.  
 
  She has also been speaking with Arthurdale Heritage and Preston County Historical 
                  Society to place exhibits at their locations. 
 
  She was asked to return closer to budget time with her request to be considered later. 



 
9:35 a.m.  Brent Crogan – Request for 2019-2023 Tax Relief 
 
  Mr. Crogan explained that it came to his attention this summer that he has been paying 

extra corporation taxes on his vehicle in Kingwood Corp. since 2019 but has lived out of city limits 
during that time.  

   He spoke with Assessor Connie Ervin, and they went over the tax codes and she made a 
correction for tax year 2024 but he’s asking for some tax relief for the excess taxes paid back to 
2019. 

  After some discussion, Commissioner Thomas moved to honor Brent Crogan’s request and 
give him a tax credit not to exceed $227.48 over the next two years.  Mr. Crogan then asked to see 
the assessor’s math and it was discussed for her to give him a copy of how she arrived at the figure 
of $227.48.  Commissioner Thomas then amended his motion to say, “to honor the tax amount 
over the next two years with no specific amount given”. Because the first motion was not seconded 
it died for lack of second. 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to honor Brent Crogan’s request for a tax credit over the 
next two tax years.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   
 
9:40 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Budget Revisions 
 
  See budget revisions under the County Administrator’s Report (E) below. 
 
 
9:45 a.m.  Preston County VFW Regarding Flags for Veteran’s Gravesites 
 
  Mr. Larry Kisner, a member of the Bruceton Mills VFW for over 50 years, came today 

with a request for the commission to support the VFW’s effort in purchasing flags for the six (6) 
VFW posts in the county for Memorial Day celebrations at Preston County cemeteries. The 
purchase would be for 2,450 flags needed at a cost of $3,848.07.  The idea is for the flags to be 
collected after each event so they can be used year after year and replaced every 3 years. 

 
  This request will be revisited. (See attached.) 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Approval of Minutes – November 12, 2024, General Election Canvass November 12, 2024, and 

November 19, 2024 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of November 12, 2024, General Election 
Canvass November 12, 2024, and November 19, 2024.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll 
call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
  
Estate Settlement List – November 15, 2024, thru November 15, 2024 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 
 
 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 
and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  
 



 
 
 
 
Estate Settlement filed for a period of thirty (30) days – Waiver of Final Settlement 
                        Estate of Harrison Runner 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerk’s Fiduciary Report – November 14, 2024, through November 20, 2024 
 
 Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on November 14, 2024, through November 
20, 2024, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 
been no exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 
Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 



 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 
 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action - None 

New Business – Consideration and/or action - None 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 
 Commissioner Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the Administrator’s Report. 

  
A.  Letter of Support Frontier BEAD “Extension Round” 

 
 Mr. Raybeck stated there was some confusion on this as originally it appeared as if 
Frontier was asking the commission to reconsider the initial Letter of Support for the 
BEAD funding application that was rejected more than a month ago but it now appears 
that the letter is restricted to their Extension Round funding request which means that 
after the first round of funding was awarded, there was a second round of funding 
applications considered. 
 
 He noted 2 concerns: 1. It wasn’t clear that they were asking for a Letter of Support, 
and it presented as though no other party had applied and 2. The original language in 
the letter needed to be edited to specifically reference Preston County. 
 
 After some discussion, Commissioner Smith made a motion to support and sign the 
Letter of Support for Frontier.  This motion died for lack of second. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B.  Removal of Fiduciary Commissioner from the Estate of Erma Grace Heis 

 
                                         Commissioner Stone moved to remove Woodrow Buddy Turner as the 
                               Fiduciary Commissioner from the Estate of Erma Grace Heis.  Commissioner Thomas    
                               seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas, 
                               and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.     (See attached.)  

 
 
Commissioner Thomas moved to grant the motion made by Mr. Woodrow 

                               Buddy Turner to dismiss the petition filed by Mr. Mirhoseini on behalf of James Heis 
                               for legal reasoning that the County Commission does not have the jurisdiction to 
                               consider most of the issues raised in said petition.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 
                               motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith 
                               voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

C. ARPA Extensions 
 
 Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the Preston County Sewer PSD 
requested extension of their ARPA Project to January 31, 2025.  Commissioner 
Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 
Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
D. AED Backup Pads 

 
                                       The cost to purchase replacement pads for the (5) AED units is $200 per 
                             pair, noting a pair is the equivalent to one, with the idea of setting up a 2 ½ year rotation 
                             schedule to replace them due to their 3-year life span.   

 
                                       Since this is under the threshold the commission has given approval to move 
                             forward with the request to purchase pads for the AED’s. 

 



 
 

E. Budget Revisions  
 

      Commissioner Thomas moved to approve all budget revisions as they have been 
presented today.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 
with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 
attached.) 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

F. Miscellaneous Correspondence  
 
     VOCA Grant Award 
 
          Commissioner Stone moved to approve and authorize the President to sign the 
VOCA Grant Award to the Preston County Commission in the amount of $44,205.00. 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.)  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
 Commission Stone moved to go into Executive Session for potential legal.  
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 Those in attendance for the Executive Session were Nate Raybeck, Samantha 
Stone, Hunter Thomas, Don Smith and Sheriff Jim Fields. 
 
 
    EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Commissioner Stone moved to come out of the Executive Session and reenter open 
session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 President Smith advised no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 
 
 
  

 
 
 



 
 

Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments  

 The second meeting of the Opioid Advisory Committee will meet December 10, 2024, at 3:00 
p.m. in the County Commission meeting room. 
 

 At 10:34 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Smith 

declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
             
  
     ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 

 
    ___________________________________________           
                 Commissioner 

                                                                    
                          ___________________________________________ 
                              Commissioner 
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