
 
  
 

 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., November 12, 
2024, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 
 



     
 
 
Recognition of Public 
 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 
 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Sheriff Jim Fields.      Jeniffer Graham - DP  Deanna Lively   
   
       
 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  
 
 
Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 
and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 
   
  

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List – 
 
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd November 12, 2024, as 

presented by Assessor Connie Ervin in the amount of $961.00.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  
Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
 



 

 
Apportionments – None 
 
   
Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  
 
9:31 a.m.  Clark Nicklow – Mapping and Addressing – Budget Revisions 
 
  Mr. Nicklow was not at the meeting to address the budget revision for mapping and 

addressing. See budget revisions under county administrators report (G) below. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes – None 
    
Estate Settlement List – October 28, 2024, thru November 1, 2024 
 
Commissioner Stone moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 



 
 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas 
and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  
 
 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report – None 
 Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 
 
 
Old Business - Consideration and/or action – None 

New Business – Consideration and/or action - None 

 
County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 Commissioner Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the Administrator’s Report. 
 

A. Selection of Precinct for the 2024 General Election Canvass 
 
 Mr. Raybeck selected Sheriff Jim Fields to spin a bingo cage which included 
numbered balls that represent precincts 1-28, one of which was drawn for the precinct 
to be canvassed today for the 2024 General Election. Sheriff Fields spun the cage and   
ball 27 rolled out.  All the commissioners verified the ball chosen. 
 

B. Canvass Time and Date: 11am on 11/12/24 at Election Center 
 

C. Facilities Update 
i. Courthouse Reconfiguration 

• They are still waiting on the bullet proof doors.  The expected 
delivery date is Friday, November 15, 2024. The doors will be 
installed the same day they arrive. He said everything should be 
wrapped up Friday. 

 
ii. Sheriff’s Office 

• Snyder Heating & Cooling relayed a message to the commission that 
they should have possibilities for the fresh air intake in the Sheriff’s 
Office by the end of the week. 

• The maintenance staff capped off the floor drains in the basement of 
the Sheriff’s Office, which eliminated the smell of sewage.  The 
drains will require additional maintenance in the future because they 
are deteriorating. 

 
D. Update on Deed for Wade’s World of Wonder 

 
 The prosecuting attorney has begun reverting the deed back to the county 
commission after Parks and Recreation decided to relocate the Wade’s World of 
Wonder playground from the property previously deeded to Parks and Recreation near 
the hospital. 

 
E. Contribution for WPA 1939 Rowlesburg Wall 

 
 The commission received an estimate in an amount of $6,000 for the cost to 
refurbish the WPA 1939 Rowlesburg Wall.  In a previous meeting, Chuck Felton had 
requested a donation to help with this project.  

 
Commissioner Thomas moved to approve a $2,000 contribution from the 
beautification fund for the Rowlesburg WPA Wall.  Commissioner Stone seconded 
the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and 
Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 

F. PSD #4 Five Generator Project Budget Revision Letter. 
  
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision/Letter of Support for 
PSD#4 as it has been presented and authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner 
Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 
Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 



 
G. Budget Revisions 

  
 Administrator Raybeck presented budget revisions needed for LEDA Grant Funding 
in the amounts of $12,500 for the Preston County Livestock Association to purchase 
scales and equipment and $7,500 for the group Up with Tunnelton for playground 
improvements.  
 
 Commissioner Stone excused herself from the vote due to her affiliation with the 
livestock association. 
  
 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve both of the budget revisions as they have 
been presented.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 
with Commissioners Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
H. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 
 Reminder that the commission meeting for Tuesday, November 19, 2024, will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. On that same day, the first meeting of the Opioid Settlement Advisory 
Board will be held at 1:00 p.m. in the county commission meeting room. 
  

 
  
  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 
A. Executive Session 

 
 

Information 
 
Commissioner’s Comments  

 Thank you to all the veterans for their service. 

 

 At 9:51 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 
Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
               
     ___________________________________________  
                              Commissioner 

 
    ___________________________________________            
                 Commissioner 

                                                                    
                          ___________________________________________  
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