
 

  

 

 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., November 6, 2024, 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

     



 

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck. 

 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Sheriff Jim Fields.  Dave Nestor   Jeniffer Graham - DP  

  Becky Zuchowski             Jacob Martin-WV News Deanna Lively   

  Lisa Leishman-PCC  Connie Kimble 

   

     

 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  

 

 

Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

   

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –Russ Ribs, Personal Property 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd November 6, 2024, as 

presented by Connie Kimble in the amount of $877.36.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
Apportionments – None 



   

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments – None 

 

   

Approval of Minutes – October 22, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of October 22, 2024. Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

   

Estate Settlement List – October 23, 2024, thru October 23, 2024 

 

Commissioner Stone moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report – None 

  

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 



 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action - None 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action - None 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

 Commissioner Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the Administrator’s Report. 

 

 County Administrator Raybeck extended his sincerest thanks and appreciation for the work 

of the County Clerk’s Office regarding the General Election yesterday.  He said it was an election 

that showed record turnouts for Preston County.  A heartfelt kudos to the Clerk and all those in her 

office! 

 

A. Canvass Time and Date: 11 a.m. on 11/12/2024 at the Election Center in the Kingwood 

Shopping Plaza. 

 

B. Facilities Update 

i. Courthouse Reconfiguration 

 The bullet proof doors are scheduled to be shipped today.  He said it 

would be a one-day installation once they are delivered and then everybody 

is welcome to take a tour of the second-floor construction. 

 

ii. Sheriff’s Office 

 Mr. Raybeck noted they are gathering alternate plans to address the 

air flow issue in the Sheriff’s Office.  They should have another quote by the 

end of next week. 

 

 Also, a Jarrett Construction professional took moisture level readings 

on the staircase of the Sheriff’s Office, from the flood, and it was reported 

that all moisture level readings were normal and any concerns about mold 

growth under the steps have been put to rest. 

 

C. Budget Revisions - None 

  

 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence  

 

 The first Opioid Settlement Advisory Board Meeting will take place on Tuesday, 

November 19, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. in the County Commission Meeting Room. 

 

 

  

  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

 At 9:36 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session for a Legal 

Matter.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

    EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

       

 At 9:55 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and 

reenter open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive 

Session. 



 

 

Information 

 

Commissioner’s Comments  

 

Commissioner Stone – 

• She congratulated the Clerk’s Office and all the people that were elected to positions last 

night.  She spoke to Sheriff Jim Fields directly and said they asked him to come in to help 

out the Sheriff’s Office in a time of distress and a lot of stuff going on and he accepted that.  

When she was leaving last night, she saw the Sheriff elect and congratulated him.  

 

She thanked Sheriff Fields and said he is the epitome of integrity.  She said he brought a lot 

of calm across the street and worked extremely hard and stayed on task at hand and was 

unwavered and that speaks of his experience and integrity.  She thanked him again and said 

they picked the right person to fill the unexpired term, no doubt in her mind. 

 

• Commissioner Stone attended the County Fire Association Meeting and said they are 

moving forward with ordering a mobile burn building for the potential property located 

below 911. 

 

 

• She attended the 911 Advisory meeting and talked about the wrecker meeting that they are 

required to have every 3 years with all the wrecker companies in their rotation.  The date 

for the meeting is December 19, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. at the 911 Center. 

 

• She also extended her sincere condolences on behalf of the commission to the family of 

Sandra Murray who unexpectedly passed away last week and said she was a great employee 

for several years and she would be missed. A memorial service will be held November 23, 

2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas – 

 

• Reminder: the Preston County Honor Guard will have their annual Veterans Day event to 

honor and show support of the people that have served this country.  He would like to see 

a huge turnout. 

• He thanked the county, state and federal election workers for the smooth election. 

• Commissioner Thomas spoke with ADI and Snyder Heating & Cooling and they both 

believe there’s a cheaper and better alternative to use fresh air exchange ventilators which 

takes stagnant air out and puts fresh air in through pipes that go through the wall that uses 

a small system to operate it. 

 

Commissioner Smith– 

 

• Solid Waste Authority meeting this evening. 

• CVB Meeting on November 19th – bumps meeting to 10:30 a.m. 

• Thanked the Clerk’s Office for the great job done last night with the election. 

 

 At 10:08 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 
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