
 

 

 
 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., October 29, 2024, 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

     

 



 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

 

 The following people registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Sheriff Jim Fields.  Carl Ervin-PCP&R  Jeniffer Graham - DP  

  Becky Zuchowski  Dr. Fred Conley  V.J. Davis-PCHD 

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Deanna Lively   Lisa Leishman-PCC 

   

     

 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  

 

 

Review of Bills          

            Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –None  

Apportionments – None 

   

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Dr. Fred Conley – Sheriff’s Office Update 

 

  Dr. Fred Conley explained how he became involved as the health officer and the issues 

related to the Sheriff’s Office. 

 

  He explained how Sheriff Fields asked him to come down and do a brief investigation of 

the environmental issues that were occurring in the Sheriff’s Office since the flood, in December 

2022, when the pipes broke. 

 

  During his inspection of the premises, he noticed where water naturally had gone into the 

air vents and caused other damage on the first floor.  He saw carpeting on the second floor that had 

been wet at one time and not removed.  He spoke about the significant damage to the back steps 

and the visible mold that was coming up the wall of the back steps, the cracks in the steps and the 

debris in the cracks and the strong musty odor coming from the area. 

 

  He noticed the vents on the first floor had not been cleaned for a long time and contained 

debris and dust and was told that the ventilation system does not allow fresh air to come in which 

is a concern for people with allergic problems. In the basement area he saw the open grating in the 

floor and noticed the sewage smell that comes from beneath the floor. 



  He was concerned that all these issues could be a possible reason for people in the sheriff's 

office having respiratory issues and wrote a letter to the commission stating these concerns of the 

health department. 

 

  Two weeks later, he returned and revisited some of the areas and said they had obviously 

been cleaned.  He spoke with the custodians who had been cleaning the affected areas with a Clorox 

solution, but the steps area was still extremely musty.  The bathroom had new mold growing back, 

due to the wet environment. 

 

  He concluded that the employees had legitimate concerns that what they’re being exposed 

to may be contributing to their medical ailments. 

 

  There was discussion of what was of utmost importance.  He believes the biggest problem 

to be the HVAC system.  There was discussion about removing employees while renovations and 

cleaning is taking place and whether the project would need bidded out. 

 

  V. J. Davis, Administrator of the Preston County Health Department, stated that the experts 

are the ones that should be deciding whether people should be in the building when they’re doing 

restorations.  The commission will continue to work on this issue. 

 

    

 

9:35 a.m.   Lisa Leishman, Circuit Clerk – Employee Hire 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the request to hire Patricia P. Smith to fill the full-

time position as a Deputy Circuit Clerk to be effective November 7, 2024, with a starting salary of 

$30,000.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.)   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the request to hire Lara Hayes to fill the full-time 

position as a Deputy Circuit Clerk to be effective November 7, 2024, with a starting salary of 

$30,000. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 



 
 

 

  

Approval of Minutes – October 8, 2024, and October 15, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of October 8, 2024, and October 15, 

2024. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 

Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

   

Estate Settlement List – October 18, 2024, thru October 18, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  



 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report – October 17, 2024, through October 23, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on October 17, 2024, through October 23, 

2024, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been 

no exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone,  

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action  

A. Update on Financial Statements-Sheriff’s Tax Office, Jim Fields 

Sheriff Fields reported the reconciliation is within $1 of being complete and 

hopefully it will be done by next week.  The dollar is off for the month of September. 

He said they are currently waiting on the auditor to come back with what they found in 

the previous audit from the former late Sheriff Paul “Moe” Pritt back and need to check 

with them on the state of that audit. 

 

B. Preston County Chamber of Commerce – Preston County Day – Contribution 

Commissioner Stone made a motion to fund up to and not exceed $4000 from 

                              contributions for Preston County Day.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A         

                              roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  

                              Motion carried.  

 

C. JH Consulting Emergency Action Plan 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Emergency Action Plan for all of 

Preston County’s Governmental Facilities as proposed by JH Consulting.  

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

D. Motion to Rescind OEM Budget Revision 

 Commissioner Stone moved to rescind the budget revision that was approved for 

OEM/E911 October 22, 2024, in the amount of $2,662.00, that increased 001-382-005 

and moved that funding into 001-717-217-05.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

 Commissioner Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the Administrator’s Report. 

 

A. Courthouse Reconfiguration Update 

 As of this morning, they are 70% through the punch list.  The painters are touching 

up and should be done by tomorrow.  All the doors except for the bullet proof doors are 

on the premises and are being installed now.  The bullet proof doors are expected on the 

5th.  The bullet proof glass should arrive today by noon for the magistrate’s window.  By 

the end of the week 90% of everything should be done and then a walk-through will be 

scheduled. 

   

 

B. Budget Revisions - None 

  

  



 

 

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence  

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Proclamation for the Local Economic 

Development Grant (LEDG) Program Resolution of Participation and Cooperation and 

authorize the President of the Preston County Commission to sign.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve a Letter of Support for Preston 

 County Parks and Recreation Commissions WV Northern Rail-Trail Project and 

 authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll 

 call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  

 Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
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The next meeting of the Preston County Commission will be held Wednesday, 

November 6, 2024, at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Information 



 

Commissioner’s Comments  

 

Commissioner Stone –  

- Attended the EMS Advisory Board meeting.  She said the meeting went well and the attitudes were 

wonderful. They are working on listing the pros and cons with EMS as it is currently, as a hybrid 

system and what it would look like as a county run operation. The next meeting is scheduled for 

November 20, 2024. 

- Thanked everyone that made the journey to bring back the remains of Lt. Jay R. Manown Jr. 

- Encouraged everyone to get out and vote. 

- Tonight is the Mon Conservation District annual dinner in Reedsville. 

 

Commissioner Thomas – 

 

- Reminded the commissioners of the need to figure out an evidence room for the Circuit Clerk’s Office 

ASAP.  There was discussion of walls to the ceiling vs a cage and costs.  They will look at prices on 

cages. 

 

Commissioner Smith - 

 

-  Operation green light the week of Veterans Day, November 4-11, 2024, to honor all veterans. 

 

 At 10:30 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

       

                         ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

               

                                                            

                          ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 
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                             10/29/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


