
 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., September 10, 

2024, in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 



 

     

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin and County 

Clerk Linda Huggins. 

 

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Sheriff Jim Fields.  Deanna Lively   Nichole Larew   

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Shawna Knotts-EMS  Pam Thomas-EMS 

  Clark Nicklow-OEM/911     Cynthia Miller                         Donnie Mann 

  Jeniffer Graham-DP 

     

 William Larew registered his name before the meeting to address the commission as a member of 

the Preston County Fire Association, a fire chief of one of the 12 fire departments and as a concerned tax 

payer. 

 He explained that the county was gracious enough to pass a fire fee levy and every year it’s getting 

more and more difficult to find out when to submit reports to get funding and it seems like it’s getting later 

every year.  He said a lot of the departments depend on this to pay for equipment.  Originally, the levy 

called for $40K and for the first 4 years they got $30K and when they questioned it, they were told they 

never collected all the taxes. He questioned where did the other $10K go and now again the taxpayers have 

passed another levy and the fire departments don’t know what to apply for. 

 

 Sheriff Fields spoke about the problems that they have been having in the tax office and vowed to 

have information to Mr. Larew by next week’s meeting.  In response to Mr. Larew’s question, Sheriff 

Fields explained that the county has more then one account and millions of dollars that need to be right, 

down to the penny.  Right now, they are down to $1,047 plus which is something that came out of last  

year’s budget that they are still auditing, and it causes them to be at a standstill until the auditor’s 

get caught up.  He has asked them to work on the fire levy and give him a report knowing it was needed 

by the 19th. 

 

 Commissioner Smith asked that Sheriff Fields and Mr. Larew stay in touch with one another to 

keep everyone informed.  The sheriff reiterated that nobody wants this straightened out more than he does. 

  

 

 

Review of Bills          

   Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –  

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd September 10, 2024, in the 

 amount of $394.86 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 

 motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

 carried. (See attached.) 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

Apportionments –  

  

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Apportionment as presented.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Cynthia Miller, Concerned Citizen – Opioid Settlement Funds 

   

    Commissioner Smith recognized Cynthia Miller, who discussed her concerns with 

the opioid situation and overdoses in the county.  She said something needs to happen in the 

near future because we are losing people at terrible rates. 

 

    She said the death toll for opioids alone has risen 167% in the last 5 years.  She said 

the prescription overload has been dealt with but we’re still losing people because addiction 

doesn’t go anywhere. Your symptoms don’t go anywhere, and the sickness doesn’t go 

anywhere, you just find a different route that is more dangerous and illegal and brings the 

cops into it. 

 

    Ms. Miller said children ages 12-17 struggle with depression and anxiety, and she 

is one of them.  It all starts with mental health.  All of it.  Her husband died of a drug overdose 

in 2016, and her kids couldn’t get therapy in the county because of a conflict of interest and 

because of this her daughter struggled with addiction but is doing well now. 

 

    She said the county needs additional training for people to get their GED’s or 

technical training to keep people “straight.” because of the lack of rehabs and no sober living 

places, the opioid settlement funds have to be put to good use.  

 

             Commissioner Smith advised that the commissioners are not experts in the field and 

is the reason they developed the advisory committee to decide where to put the money to 

make it give the most impact. 

 

  Commissioner Thomas noted the county has $600,000 and more coming eventually. 

 

  Nichole Larew asked if there was space on the board for people like Ms. Miller 

stating the problem with a lot of things is the government gets money and everybody has a 

lot of great ideas but there’s no one on the board that has been in the situation or walked the 

walk that understands the actual needs of what needs to happen. 

 

  Nate Raybeck says it’s part of the plan to have an advisory board that solicits what 

was heard and with more expertise on how to implement them with the idea to get the right 

people in front of the right people to build the best possible plan. 

 

     

  

9:35 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Budget Revision 

 

           Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revisions as presented by Clark 

Nicklow for OEM/E911.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 



   

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

9:40 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Employee Hire 

 

           Commissioner Stone moved to approve the hire of Sara Patterson as a full-time Deputy 

County Clerk with a starting salary of $30,000 per year to begin Wednesday, September 11, 2024.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

   
 

Approval of Minutes – September 3, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of September 3, 2024. Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Estate Settlements – August 27, 2024, thru August 28, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.)  

 

 

 
 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 



 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – August 29, 2024, through September 4, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on August 29, 2024, thru September 4, 2024, 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report –None 

 

 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action – 

A. EMS Advisory Board 

            A verbal acceptance was given to Commissioner Stone from Medical Director, Dr. 

Maran Hakoum for the appointment to the EMS Advisory Board. 

 

             Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Tim Wotring as the Business Partner and 

Medical Director, Dr. Maram Hakoum to the EMS Advisory Board.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

            



  

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

  

Facilities Supervisor’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 

A. Update-Courthouse Reconfiguration 

• Things are moving along. Utility closet and sink may need relocated. 

• Hanging drywall; 90% in on Phase II with electrical; 70% rough in on Phase 

IV. 

• Upgrading lights in Magistrate Court to LED; painting walls and replacing 

ceiling tiles. 

B. Update-Sheriff’s Office 

• They are going to begin working on the front part of the Sheriff’s Office to 

get it done. 

• Working on a quote on HVAC. 

• Working on the drain situation; estimates coming in at $3500; may need to 

bid it out. 

C. Update-Other Facilities  

• Animal Shelter – electrical project finished. 

   

 

 

 

 



County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

  Commissioner Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the Administrator’s Report. 

 

A. PCEDA request to appoint Darrell Dean as a rep from Town of Rowlesburg on PCEDA 

Board 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to appoint Mayor Darrell Dean to the Preston County 

Economic Development Authority Board for the Town of Rowlesburg to replace 

Maggie DeWeirdt as a representative on the board.   The partial term will run to June 

30, 2026.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

B. Discussion on Financial Statements 

 

 Mr. Raybeck spoke with the auditor’s office before the meeting today and they will 

      have a preliminary report including recommendations on the audit from the sheriff’s 

      settlement, for the last two years, and no later than the end of September. 

 

 He said what this means is that the preliminary report goes back to the auditor’s 

      office for the compilation of the final report and that can take as little as a couple of 

      weeks or up to several months. 

 

C. Budget Revisions 

 

See recognition of scheduled appointments above 9:35 a.m. with Duane Hamilton, 

                              OEM/E911 for budget revisions.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 During the budget discussions for this fiscal year, there was discussion about taking 

contributions from Coal Severance but were never specifically budgeted and because of 

that the organizations must request the money. 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the allocation to the Preston County 

Economic Development Authority, that was budgeted for this fiscal year in the amount 

of $30,000.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

  

  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve Tucker Community Foundation’s 

request for $3,500 in funding for the Run for It event.  Commissioner Stone seconded  

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith 

voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Information 

 

Commissioners Comments  

 At 10:15 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                 

                                                              __________________________________________  

                                                                         Commissioner 

 

                         ---oOo--- 

 

                             09/10/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  



  


