
 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., September 3, 2024, 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 



 

 

     

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

 

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Sheriff Jim Fields.  Deanna Lively   Stacy Greaser-RDVIC 

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Matt Porter-PCEDA  Robbie Baylor-PCEDA 

  Duane Hamilton-OEM/911    Justin Wolfe-OEM/911 Drew Toth-Combined Ins. 

  Kevin Fike-Combined Ins.  

     

 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

 

Review of Bills          

   Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –  

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd September 3, 2024, in the 

 amount of $769.00 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 

 motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

 carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

Apportionments – None 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Robbie Baylor, EDA – Resolution and Funding Request 

 

      Commissioner Stone moved to approve a Resolution that recognizes and endorses the     

                 application for an industrial access road to serve Bionic Tire, located in Masontown, WV and 

     authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

     was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

     attached.) 

 

 

 
 

     

 

 

  Her second request was for the funds allocated to the EDA for an assistant director.  

She then gave a brief update on what the EDA has been working on for the past year. (See 

attached.) 

 

 No action was taken on the allocation for fund request. 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

9:35 a.m.  Kevin Fike, Combined Insurance Company – Volunteer Benefit Package 

 

                  Kevin Fike, representing Combined Insurance, came before the commission with a 

                 request to present a package of voluntary benefits with pricing considerations to county 

                 employees.  

 

                  Commissioner Stone moved to move forward authorizing Combine Insurance to put 

                 together a package to present and offer to the Preston County Commission employees.  

                 Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

                 Stone, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  The following applications for group  

                 policies were signed.   (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

9:50 a.m.  Stacy Greaser, Victim Advocate/Paralegal – Proclamation – National Day of Remembrance 

      for Murder Victims Declaration 

 

       Commissioner Stone moved to proclaim September 25, 2024, as National Day of 

                  Remembrance for Murder Victims.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call 

                  vote was taken with Commissioner Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

                  attached for Proclamation, read by Samantha Stone.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

9:55 a.m.  Justin Wolfe, OEM/E911 – EMPG – Grant Document 

                 Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Sale of two police cruisers Town of Masontown 

 

        Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the FY2022 Emergency Management 

                 Performance Grant Award in the amount of $44,736.00 and authorize the President of the 

                 Preston County Commission to sign the documents.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  

                 A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

                 carried.  (See attached.) 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

  Duane Hamilton presented a sales agreement for the sale of 2 cruisers to the Town of 

Masontown with an approval letter from the prosecuting attorney for the sale. 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the sale of the 2 cruisers as stated below and 

authorize Duane Hamilton to sign the titles over to the Town of Masontown.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith 

voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

10:00 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Employee Hire 

 

  This appointment was canceled. 

   

  

 

Approval of Minutes – August 27, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of August 27, 2024. Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – August 19, 2024, thru August 23, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.)  

   



  
 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – August 22, 2024, through August 28, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on August 22, 2024, thru August 28, 2024, 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – 

 

 

  



 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action – 

A. EMS Advisory Board 

           Commissioner Stone moved to appoint the 911 Representative as Justin Wolfe, and 

the Dispatcher as Amy Stratton based on the recommendation from OEM/E911 and appoint 

Wendy Greve as the Attorney to represent the EMS Advisory Board to review and handle 

all things legal.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

           Commissioner Stone noted that they are still seeking an accountant or business 

owner and a county medical director for open positions on the EMS Advisory Board. Any 

interested individuals, please contact the county commission office. 

 

 

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

  

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report-Consideration and/or action 

A.  Courthouse Reconfiguration Update – Demo 

 

        Mr. Raybeck reported the demo is 99% complete and the process is on schedule   

                   with a completion date of the middle of October. 

 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  KVFD letter requesting permission use courthouse lawn – 2024 Buckwheat Festival 

  

    Commissioner Thomas moved to approve Kingwood Volunteer Fire Departments 

             request as stated. (See attached.)  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll 

             call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

             carried. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

B.  Financial Statement Discussion 

   

      Mr. Raybeck spoke with a specialist at Baker Tilly, from the Scranton, PA office 

and explained the best plan moving forward to be: 

 

      To wait for a recommendation from the auditor’s office for FY 2022 and 2023 

and no moves should be made until that is complete. (2022 is complete; 2023 should be 

complete by mid-October). The recommendation from the auditors’ office is put forth.  

He said at this point it may not be necessary to do anything else and if they can get the 

auditor, the sheriff and the clerk all on the same page with the numbers, they can go 

forward from there.  

         

      He emphasized, there is no indication of any fraud whatsoever in the audit.  

There’s nothing that gives anybody pause as to anything other than it’s an accounting 

error.  

     The commissioners agreed to wait for a final report from the auditor before 

moving forward. 

 

 

C.  Budget Revisions - none 

 

D.  Miscellaneous Correspondence -none 

 



                   

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Information 

 

Commissioners Comments  

 At 10:12 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 
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