
 

  

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., August 27, 2024, in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

 

 

 

 



      

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck, Assessor Connie Ervin, County Clerk 

Linda Huggins and Circuit Clerk Lisa Leishman. 

 

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Jeniffer Graham-DP  Sheriff Jim Fields.  Karen Kurilko   

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Donnie Mann   Deanna Lively  

                        Pam Thomas-EMS   Shauna Knotts-EMS  Kelly C. Fike-EMS 

  Nichole Larew 

     

 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

 

Review of Bills          

   Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –  

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd August 27, 2024, in the 

 amount of $2,619.76 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

 motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

 carried. (See attached.) 

 
 

 



Apportionments – None 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Karen Kurilko, Cheat River DAR – Courthouse Lawn Use and Proclamation 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the use of the Courthouse Lawn for Bells Across 

America’s annual celebration, the signing of the U.S. Constitution, September 17, 2024 and 

authorize the bell to be rung and the President to sign the document.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Stone, Thomas and Smith 

voting yes.  Motion carried.   (See attached.) 

 
 

 
 



     

     Commissioner Stone moved to Proclaim September 17 – 23, 2024 as Constitution 

          Week and authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll 

          call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

          (See attached.) 

 

        Ms. Kurilko read the Proclamation. 

 
 

 

9:35 a.m. Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Approve Poll Workers 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the 2024 General Election Poll Workers List as 

presented by County Clerk Linda Huggins.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

  Clerk Huggins noted Early Voting runs October 23 thru November 2, 2024. Monday – 

Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



     

Approval of Minutes – August 20, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of August 20, 2024. Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Estate Settlements – August 14, 2024 thru August 14, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.)  

   

 

 
 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – August 15, 2024 through August 21, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on August 15, 2024 thru August 21, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – 

  

 

 



Old Business- Consideration and/or action – 

A. EMS Advisory Board 

The EMS Advisory Board is to be made up of an attorney, an accountant or business owner, a 

911 representative, a dispatcher, 2 members At-Large from the public, 2 members from EMS, 

1 from a paid EMS organization and 1 from a volunteer organization, a county medical 

director/medical officer and a commissioner as an Ex Officio non-voting member. 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved that the At-Large, from the public, positions be filled by 

Stanford Betler and Brian LaRue.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Adam Bachtel for the EMS Volunteer position to 

the EMS Advisory Board.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Shawna Knotts as the paid EMS representative to 

the EMS Advisory Board.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 There was discussion regarding other appointments to the board, namely the attorney 

position, the accountant position (for which there has been no correspondence received for 

either) and the county medical director for which a letter was received from the Director of 

Nursing and Operations at Mon/Preston Memorial and Dr. Fred Conley. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to appoint Samantha Stone as the Commissioner, non-voting 

member to the EMS Advisory Board.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

  

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report-Consideration and/or action 

 

A. No Courthouse Reconfiguration Update - Demo 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Financial Statement Discussion 

  

 Administrator Raybeck advised that he has been in discussions with the Sheriff and the 

Auditor’s Office trying to get a sense of the numbers in the Sheriff’s settlement.  He said 

according to the auditor, what is needed is a level of expertise in government fund accounting 

that even a good accountant or CPA is not going to possess.  

 

 He has been in contact with Barker Tilly, an international accounting firm that provides 

auditing services for both state and local governments, as well as financial statement auditing. 

He also reached out to another firm in Clarksburg and then asked for guidance on how to move 

forward. 

 

 There was discussion between the commissioners and sheriff regarding having a forensic 

audit, the expense of it and the importance of utilizing the software the rest of the state is using 

so when there is a problem there’s someone to call to help resolve the issue. 

 

 Sheriff Fields urged the need to look at the position of Chief Tax Deputy more seriously to 

acquire someone super qualified with the ability to do it.  

 

 

 

B.  Opioid Settlement Advisory Board and Letter 

 

 A letter was received from the Attorney General providing additional guidance for the 

distribution of the opioid settlement funds. Mr. Raybeck advised that now with the greater 

guidance on the approved purposes for the opioid settlement funds it is time to convene the 

advisory board to begin the process of establishing a plan for the use of the funds. 

 



 He noted the projected total from 2024 to 2028 is coming in a little more than $500,000 

additional dollars. 

 

C.  Budget Revisions-none 

 

D.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

                   Reminder: The offices will be closed Monday, Sept. 2, 2024 in observance of Labor Day. 

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Information 

 

Commissioners Comments  

 At 10:02 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                         ---oOo--- 
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