
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., August 6, 2024, in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 



 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

 

      

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin, and County 

Clerk Linda Huggins. 

 

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Deanna Lively   Sheriff Jim Fields  Craig Felton   

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Alex Hines   Jordan Burgess-Frontier 

                        Jeniffer Graham-DP         Kevin Likens   Jennifer Cloonan-Frontier 

                        Craig Felton    Matthew Anderson-Secure Solar Futures 

  

 

    

  Charles B. Felton, Jr. registered his name before the meeting to speak to the commission with a 

fund request in the amount of $1,000.00 to refurbish the WPA 1939 Wall in Rowlesburg. 

 

 Commissioners moved the request to next week’s meeting which gives them time to look for the 

funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

Review of Bills          

   Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –  

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd August 6, 2024, as presented 

by Assessor Connie Ervin in the amount of $1,361.92.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Apportionments – None 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

  9:31 a.m. Matthew Anderson – Secure Solar Future 

 

  Mr. Anderson gave a presentation on the company he works for called Secure Solar Future.   

His company builds, owns, operates and maintains solar panels by utilizing a PPA, a Solar Power 

Purchase Agreement Service.  The contracts run 20,25,30, or 35 years, with 35 years being the life 

of the solar panels. 

              This company works a lot with schools and essentially becomes their utility company.  

Secure Solar Future contracts a specific rate for the life of the contract so the customer can 

determine energy expenses for the future. The amount never goes up and if it doesn’t produce, you 

are credited. 

  Mr. Anderson noted they employee students from the CTE program, at the school, to help 

install the panels which gives the students an opportunity to get hands on experience to decide if 

it’s something they would like to pursue. 

  In addition, they also have a roofing company.   

  The commission will seek legal advice before entering into a contract and speak with the 

school system to see if they are interested in being involved. 

 

 

 

  9:45 a.m. Jennifer Cloonan, Frontier – Letter of Support 

  Jennifer Cloonan, Director of Cyber Partnership of Frontier, requested a letter of support 

for fiber internet expansion in Preston County.  

 

  In 2020, Frontier went into a major financial leadership transformation with all new 

leadership, and board of directors and set a goal to fiberize America and the specific goal was to 

build 10 million fiber locations by the end of 2025.  They are more than 1/2 way there. 

 

  This year they built 388K new fiber locations, thus far and their goal is 1.3M locations.  

  West Virginia was allocated $1.2 billion from a Broadband Equity Access and Deployment 

Program from the $42 billion that was allocated nationwide to make internet available to all 

communities. 

   

     A full application is expected to open in September and run to November. She said the 

letters make a difference on the ranking of the project.  The more support letters elevate and amplify 

the need for the people that make the decisions. 

 

  This request will be placed on the August 20, 2024 agenda after some review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00 a.m. Amanda Posey, United Way of Monongalia and Preston Counties – Requesting permission to  

                  place United Way Campaign Sign on Courthouse Lawn 

 

   Commissioner Stone moved to allow permission to place a United Way Campaign Sign on  

                the Courthouse Lawn.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken 

                with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – July 30, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of July 30, 2024. Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – July 22, 2024 thru July 26, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.)  

  

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – July 25, 2024 through July 31, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on July 25, 2024 thru July 31, 2024 inclusive, 

and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 

 

 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report –  

  

 

 

 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action – 

A. Hazel Run Dam (HPD) Grant Program Partnership 

 Commissioner Thomas noted that after further research, it was determined that the 

deadline for the Hazel Run Dam (HPD) Grant was February 29, 2024. The announcement 

date for the 2024FY was November of 2023.   

 

 This will be kept active to see if there is an announcement for the 2025FY. 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

 

 

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report-Consideration and/or action 

A. Update from Facilities Supervisor 

• Replaced the pole in the lower parking lot and repaired the Prodigi lines 

• Waiting on a call on the fresh air for the Assessor’s Office from Pine Hollow 

• Courthouse – remodel is moving quickly. All the ceiling is in. Finishing the 

bathroom in the Magistrates Office. Dropping lights and electrical should be done 

by tomorrow. The flooring will start a few days early (Thursday). Next week will 

be punch out list. Looking at moving everyone on the 19th and 20th and start the 

demo Wednesday and Thursday on Phase III. 

• Sheriff’s Department – working with Bogg’s for another quote on some remediation 

to try to get things cleaned up there. Looking for a more detailed quote. 

 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  IT Update 

• Main focus has been on replacing several systems throughout the county.  (5 computers 

in the tax office, 7 in the county clerk’s office, and 5 in the sheriff’s office.  The 

Prosecuting Attorney’s Office received new scanners and new printers.  911 received 4 

new computers (3 for CAD stations and one for the flood plain managers.) 

• Cleaned up the WI-FI and the DHCP Pool. Moved numerous amounts of devices from 

the county WI-FI to guest WI-FI. 

• Decommissioned 3 servers that can be re-allocated to new environments 

• Cleaned up D&S (how the networks communicate).  A trust issue with D&S between 

the tax office and clerks’ office has been resolved. 

• Supplies - went thru and organized cables and hardware 

• Access control & security – took control of the systems, hardware and software 

• Removed access from any old IT personnel and installed SOFO (anti-virus) on all 

systems that’s been replaced 

• Back-ups are being set in place 

• Deployed password managers to different departments 

• Removed some license but not the access. 

• Remote software for quick fixes 

• Currently working on and highly recommends upgrading everybody in their licensing 

on Microsoft 365 

• Accounts – doing some office administration to review contracts, cut costs, to save 

money 

• Camera Systems – looking and learning the systems 

• Also discussed some needs moving forward 

 

 

B. FYE June 30, 2024 Carryover – Memo and Budget Revision 

 

 County Administrator, Nate Raybeck, presented a memorandum of Unencumbered and 

Restricted Funds for FYE June 30, 2024 and thanked and gave much appreciation to the 

bookkeeper, Mary Rodeheaver, for all her assistance with the following document. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Memorandum for Unencumbered and 

Restricted Funds for FYE June 30, 2024 in the amount of $378,369.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith 

voting yes. Motion carried. (See attached.) 



 
 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the budget revisions as listed and presented by 

County Administrator, Nate Raybeck.Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 

 
 



 

 
 

 

C. PCC Meeting on 8/13/24 rescheduled: Wednesday, August 14, at 9:30 a.m. 

  

D.  Budget Revisions – See “B” Above 

 

E.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

     

• Still accepting letters of qualification and resumes for the EMS Advisory Board.  

These will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, August 22, 2024 with the 

voting of the board to take place on August 27, 2024. 

 

  

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

 At 10:50 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for personnel.  

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 Those in attendance for the Executive Session:  Nate Raybeck, Don Smith, Hunter Thomas, 

Samantha Stone and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

 

 At 11:20 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to come out Executive Session and reenter 

open session. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 



 

 President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A.  Executive Session 

 

 

 

Information 

 

Commissioners Comments  

 At 11:30 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      

___________________________________________  
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