
 

 

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 10:30 a.m., July 30, 2024, in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 



 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

 

 

  

 

      

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin, and County 

Clerk Linda Huggins. 

 

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Deanna Lively   Sheriff Jim Fields  Jesse Hale 

              Jacob Martin-WV News  James Collins   Kelly C. Fike 

             Jeniffer Graham-DP         Lynn Housner   Shauna Knotts 

  Pam Thomas    Jason Rodeheaver   Donnie Mann 

  Craig Jennings    Kevin Likens 

                         

     

 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review of Bills          

   Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –  

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd July 30, 2024, as presented 

by Assessor Connie Ervin in the amount of $2,439.08.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Apportionments – None 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

10:31 a.m.  James Collins, Hazel Run Dam (HHPD) Grant Program Partnership Grant 

 

  President Smith recognized James Collins, a gentleman farmer that owns a 700 AC farm in 

the Bruceton Mills area with a request for the commission to partner with him on a grant that has 

to have a government entity partner with him to put an application in to obtain a FEMA Grant that 

has to be applied for through the DEP to bring his inherited Lake/Dam into SPECS with the DEP. 

 (See attached below.) 

 

  The commission asked for extra time to do some research on the project and place it on the 

agenda for next week. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:35 a.m. Lynn Housner – ADA Accessibility Concerns    

 

        President Smith recognized Lynn Housner, Concerned Citizen, with some disability access 

issues he is experiencing in the Kingwood area to include the doors at the courthouse annex, 

sidewalks around town and van accessible parking.  (See attached.) 

 

         The commissioners agreed that there’s always room to do better and they will have 

maintenance make a list and start working through it. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

10:40 a.m. Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Employee Hire 

 

  President Smith recognized County Clerk Linda Huggins with a request to hire Haylee 

Uphold for a full-time position as deputy clerk to begin July 31, 2024. 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Haylee Uphold as a full-time deputy 

county clerk.  This position will start out at a yearly salary of $30K to begin July 31, 2024, and a 

probationary period will be recognized.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioner’s Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 



 

 

 

10:45 a.m. Jim Fields, Sheriff 

 

A.  Employee Hire, Tax Deputy 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to authorize and consent to the hire of Michelle Barlow 

as a tax deputy for the Preston County Sheriff’s Tax Office with a starting date of July 29, 

2024, and a rate of pay of $16.48/hr. with a 3-month probationary period.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
B.  State of the Sheriff’s Office 

 

• Busy in the tax office/new personnel 

• This year they have had a printing problem with the taxes. He spoke with the printing 

company, and they are looking into it. Some people did not get their taxes, and 

others got more than their own. 

• Sheriff Fields thanked Nate Raybeck for getting on top of everything over at the 

Sheriff’s Office and getting people in to inspect the buildings.  He said they are 

finally getting some conclusions and hope to be able to open the building back up 

soon. 

• Sheriff Fields noted concerns about transporting arrests to the regional jail and in a 

letter ceased transport for agencies outside of the Sheriff’s Department. He said the 

transports were usually after hours and he was concerned about officer safety 

traveling late at night after they have already worked a shift. (See attached.) 

 

He also made a request to the commission for their thought and consideration to 

increase a ½ time position to full time and grant him another full-time court officer. 

He noted the expenses would be $17,500 for the ½ time plus benefits and $35,000 

for the full time plus benefits, taxes and FICA.  He justified the additional positions 

would be needed when the new judge comes in. No action was taken at this time. 

 

 

       



 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – July 9, 2024, Special Session and July 23, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of July 9, 2024, Special Session and July 

23, 2024. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – July 15, 2024 thru July 15, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.)  

  

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – July 18, 2024 through July 24, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on July 18, 2024 thru July 24, 2024 inclusive, 

and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 



 

 
 

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 



 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – 2024 Second Quarter Estate Status Report – dated July 16, 2024, filed 

by Woodrow E. Turner, Fiduciary Commissioner 

 

 
 

 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action – 

A. Contribution Requests 

i.    Mat Club 

    Craig Jennings updated the commission on the progress of the new 

wrestling building and noted the club has raised a little under $210K in cash 

donations and about $377K in in-kind donations. 

 

      Over the weekend the facility was named the Home of the WV Girls 

National Wrestling Team.  They entertained 30 girls, trainers, coaches and 

their parents from all over and the facility was described as the best facility 

within a 5- hour drive. 

 

      He originally asked for a donation of $30K and after changed it to $40K.  

The funds will be used to complete the HVAC, the wiring and framing it up 

on the inside. 

 

   After some discussion, Commissioner Thomas moved to contribute 

$20,000 to the Preston County Mat Club for their new facility.  Commissioner 

Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

ii. McGrew Society 

     Commissioner Thomas moved to reimburse the McGrew Society in the 

amount of $3,620, which was used to do work on the roof of the county owned 

building. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

B. EMS Advisory Board 

      County Administrator Nathan Raybeck presented three various proposals for the 

make-up of the EMS Advisory Board noting two were from commissioners and one was 

from EMS. After some discussion: 

 

 



 

 Commissioner Stone made a motion that the county set the EMS Advisory Board to 

be made up of an attorney, an accountant or business owner, a 911 representative, two 

EMS representatives (one paid and one volunteer), one dispatcher, two from the public, 

a county medical director and a commissioner and to extend the time to accept resumes 

and Letters of Interest for the positions.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  

 

 Commissioner Stone made a motion to accept letters of interest along with resumes 

through Thursday, August 22, 2024, for review, with appointments and votes for those 

positions to be made August 27th.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried.   

 

 

C. JH Consulting Update 

 Kevin Likins stated something should be received this week.  The original was lost 

when it switched hands for review. 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

 

 

 

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report-Consideration and/or action 

 

A. Update from Facilities Supervisor 

• Everything is moving good with the second phase. The drywall is all finished except 

for the bathroom in the Magistrate Office. 

• Working on door schedules for which need access and/or swipe cards 

• Working on asbestos for Phase IV to get cleared. 

• Painters and plumbers are on site 

• Ceiling tracks may begin on Thursday.  If so, next week they’ll begin dropping ceiling 

tiles in and start the lighting. 

• Danny and Cecil got all the fire stops done in the area and are currently working on a 

small plumbing project. 

• All the phone lines were run yesterday for the new areas and the new offices for the 

magistrates. 

• Working on replacing a pole in the lower parking lot.  Waiting for a piece of equipment 

from the school to use to aid with that.  Prodigi will replace the lines. 

 

 

 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  PCC Meeting on 8/13/2024 rescheduled 

i. New meeting time: Wednesday, August 14th at 9:30 a.m. 

  

B.  Budget Revisions - None 

 

C.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

     

• Mr. Raybeck presented three requests for ARPA extensions to December 31, 

2024, from Robbie Baylor, Project Administrator, Preston County Economic 

Development Authority. 

 

 The first is for the Kingwood Water Works Clarifier Project, which has been included in a 

much larger project which is going through various funding agencies for approval. 

 

 The second is the Waterline Extension Masontown Inner Connection which is currently 

experiencing delays in both the WVDEP and the US EPA review and approval process. 

 

 



 

 The third is the Raw Water Source Project with PSD#4.  The delay is due to obtaining the 

necessary right-of -way for the proposed well sites to the treatment plant.  Mr. Raybeck noted 

in all cases, the extensions allow all projects to continue forward and fall within the guidelines 

of ARPA funding. 

 

 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the requested extension for the Kingwood 

Water Works Clarifier Project to December 31, 2024.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

         Commissioner Thomas moved to approve Preston County PSD#1’s request to 

extend their project deadline to December 31, 2024, for the Water Line Extension and 

Masontown Interconnection.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached below.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Preston County PSD#4’s request of 

extending the Raw Water Source Project deadline to December 31, 2024.  Commissioner 

Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 

Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached below.)  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• IamResponding 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to amend the motion made last week for the 

IamResponding Contract to include the $155.00 a year for phone call costs. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A.  Executive Session 

 

 

 



 

 

Information 

 

Commissioners Comments  

 At 11:54 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                         07/30/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


