
 

 

 
 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 10:30 a.m., March 26, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Hunter Thomas, 

Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 

 



        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nicole Larew                    Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin-WV News    Craig Jennings 

  Clark Nicklow      Duane Hamilton 

  Shauna Knotts      Pam Thomas      

  Melissa Hardy     

   

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

 

 

  

  

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – None 

Apportionments – Moreland, Billy J & Angela L. 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the apportionment in the names of Billy J. and 

Angela L. Moreland.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 10:30 a.m.   Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911, Mapping and Addressing – 

          Fuel Card Application and Budget Revisions 

    

   Mr. Hamilton requested approval to start a Wex Fuel Card Application process and   

explained they were initially with Wex and then changed to Fuel Man, but since they pulled away 

from Wex, they came back and offered him a better deal.  

  

     He further explained Wex has more fueling stations, provides an $.08/gallon discount and   

            waived the $2 per card per month fee.  Permission was granted to move forward. 

 

Mr. Hamilton presented a total of four (4) budget revisions needed for OEM/E911 and Clark 

             Nicklow presented one (1) budget revision needed for Mapping and Addressing. 

 

 These budget revisions will be considered later in the meeting after other budget revisions 

are presented. 

 

 

 

    10:35 a.m.  Craig Jennings Representative for Preston Mat Club – Request for Funding 

   

  President Smith recognized Craig Jennings, representing the Preston Mat Club, with a 

request for $35,000 to install heating, ventilation and cooling in the new 7200 sq.ft. wrestling 

building.  He noted this money will get them thru the first phases and then fund raisers will enable 

the group to do the finishing touches to the building. 

 

 Part of the cost would also be to install a transfer switch unit that would allow the building 

to run from generators. He offered the Commission, in exchange, and a way to give back to the 

community, the use of the building for an emergency shelter, if needed.   

 

 The commissioners asked for a more accurate quote; no action taken at this time. 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – March 12, 2024 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of March 12, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 



 

 

 

Estate Settlements – March 11, 2024 thru March 15, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

  

  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – March 14, 2024 through March 20, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on March 14, 2024 thru March 20, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  



 
 

 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A.  Sheriff Pritt – Update on Financial Statements 

 Melissa Hardy, Chief Tax Deputy, updated the commission on progress being made in the 

tax office on financial statements. 

 

 She noted Dan, from Compiled Technologies was in the office today working on the 

program and two accounts that need fixed.  She said everything was balanced except for the 

DMV but she didn’t foresee any issues with it.  She said it was a matter of inputting data and 

working out the bugs in his computer system to get it to mesh. 

 

 Commissioner Smith asked her to email the commission each day to give them some idea 

as to how close they are to having things completed. 

 

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

A.  Society for Preservation of McGrew House – Lease Renewal 

 This is a 30-year lease that is approved yearly.  The lease expires in 2025.  This lease 

renewal has been tabled until next week with a request for members of the McGrew Society to 

present it. 

 

B. Application to use Preston County Courthouse Lawn – National Day of Prayer Task Force 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Application for the use of the Courthouse Lawn 

for May 2, 2024 in observance of the National Day of Prayer.  Commissioner Thomas seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Tentative Approval of the FY 24-25 Budget 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to tentatively approve the FY 2024-2025 county 

budget.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 



 

 

B. Facilities Report 

            

i.  Courthouse Chiller Update 

           Mr. Raybeck noted the voltage issue with the chiller seems to be under control 

but now there’s an issue with the controls.  The issue will be addressed once the 

current trial being held has ended. 

 

ii.    Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Update and Timeline 

           Pre-bid documents to include the technical instructions and diagrams and a 

product manual was emailed to the commissioners. 

            A mandatory pre-bid meeting for the Courthouse Reconfiguration Project will 

be held on April 2, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. in the County Commission Meeting Room. 

 

 

 

C. Reschedule April 2 meeting to April 3 

 

          Because of the pre-bid meeting on April 2, 2024, the Regular County Commission 

Meeting will be changed to Wednesday, April 3, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

D. Budget Revisions 

 

  Mr. Raybeck presented budget revisions needed for the Prosecuting Attorney to 

increase the salary for an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney to $80,000 a year.  This budget 

revision is for the remainder of the time period and noted an offer has been made and accepted 

at the salary discussed. 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve all budget revisions as they have been 

presented today by Duane Hamilton, Clark Nicklow and Mr. Raybeck.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

      

 



  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

E.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

           EMS Funding – Mr. Raybeck advised that late yesterday afternoon he learned that it 

is permissible, and was put into action by Marshall County, that their volunteer EMS Services 

could be paid out of the Salary Enhancement Fund and on the request of the commission 

beforehand it was suggested to draw up a document.  Mr. Raybeck read the language from 

the attached draft document. (See below) 

Once it is approved by the commission, the actual amounts will be sent to each 

individual EMS for their signature to respond, vouchers will be created and the checks should 

be ready to go out next week. 

   

 
    

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

                               

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A.  Bretz School Property 

 

      At 11:24 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for a 

Legal Matter.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

      Melissa Hardy, Chief Tax Deputy entered at this time to give an update on 

financial statements for the Tax Office.  (See her report under Old Business above.) 

 

      At 11:25 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come back into session.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Smith and Thomas voting yes.   

 

  

     At 11:27 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for a 

Legal Matter on the Bretz School Property.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     Those in attendance for the Executive Session were Nathan Raybeck, David 

Brown, Olivia DeVall, Commissioners Don Smith, Samantha Stone and Hunter 

Thomas. 

 

 

 

    EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 

    At 11:46 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and 

reenter open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 President Smith advised no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 11:54 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                         03/26/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


