
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., March 12, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha 

Stone and Don Smith. Commissioner Thomas was absent. 

 

        

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins and 

Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

 Nichole Larew                    Deanna Lively   Kevin Likens 

            Jacob Martin-WV News    Susan Hardesty    Jesse Hale 

 Donald Witt      Rosemary Bernatowicz Tom Adams 

 Darlene Bolyard     Elizabeth Satterfield   Kasey Foy            

Owen Mulkeen     Jennifer Graham 

 

 

   

 

 

    

    

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Stone moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd March 12, 2024 as presented 

by Assessor Connie Ervin in the amount of $112.82. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll 

  call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

Apportionments –None 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 9:31 a.m.  Amanda Pitzer, Friends of the Cheat-Request Letter of Support 

        FY 25 Cheat Rail – Trail Project 

        

  Owen Mulkeen presented an update and requested a Letter of Support earmarked 

for Congressional Direct Spending for the Cheat River Rail Trail. 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to offer and write a Letter of Support for FY 2025 for 

the construction of the Cheat River Trail in Preston County addressed to Senator Manchin. 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

        9:35 a.m.   Arthurdale Heritage, Darlene Bolyard – Funding Request for Art Program  

 

      Darlene Bolyard, Director and Elizabeth Satterfield, Curator and Director of    

      Education for Arthurdale Heritage presented an update and a request for Letters of  

      Support for the Arts Program.  

 

       In addition, Ms. Bolyard made a request for $10K to be used to fund teachers    

      for the fiber arts program, to pay musicians for concerts and some to be used for  

      supplies. She was asked to submit a letter for the request. It will be taken into 

      consideration during budget deliberations. 

 

        Commissioner Stone moved to approve a Letter of Support to Congresswoman  

      Miller in support of the WV Historic Trade Center in Arthurdale, WV.  Commissioner     

      Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and  

      Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

          

 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Letter of Support for the Arthurdale        

                  Heritage Application to T-Mobile for the Hometown Grant Program to revitalize the 

                  historic Arthurdale furniture factory into a vibrant outdoor event space.  Commissioner 

                  Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and 

                  Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.)  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

     Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Letter of Support for the WV Historic 

                         Trade Center in Arthurdale, WV to Senator Joe Manchin.  Commissioner Smith seconded 

                         the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Smith voting yes.   

                         Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

     Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Letter of Support for the WV Historic 

                         Trade Center in Arthurdale, WV to Senator Shelley Moore Capito.  Commissioner Smith 

                         seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Smith 

                         voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

             Arthurdale Heritage received an award two weeks ago in Charleston. They were 

awarded the 2024 Governor’s Arts Award for Folks Art Organization that is given to an 

organization that demonstrates exceptional leadership and/or skill in a field of folk and 

traditional arts within WV.  The Award focuses attention on the importance of our economic 

development in the mountain state by honoring organizations whose creative achievement 

and significant contributions to the arts enhances life in the State of West Virginia.  Delegate 

George Street nominated them for this award. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

          

         

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
        

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

           9:40 a.m.  McGrew Society, Susan Hardesty – Roof Project – Funding Request 

 

  Rosemary Bernatowicz, President of the McGrew Society presented a letter of 

request for financial and other support for replacing the McGrew House Roof.  In addition, 

the porches need painted, the floor in the bathroom needs replaced as well as the chimney’s 

need repointed and will be capped off and the gutters and downspouts need replaced. (See 

below for the McGrew House Roof Project Addendum and a general estimate.) 

 

  This request will be considered later during budget deliberations. 

  

 

 
          

 



  

 

           9:45 a.m.  Kasey Foy, Community Corrections, Approval of Grant Application 

 

         Kasey Foy presented, for approval, the 2024-2025 Community Corrections Grant 

through WV Justice and Community Service in the amount of $100K to help with the cost 

of salaries as well as office and group supplies and drug testing fees. 

 

            Commissioner Stone moved to approve the grant application and authorize the 

President to sign for Community Corrections.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

           9:50 a.m.  Don Witt, Masontown Volunteer Fire Department – Regarding Fire Engine purchase 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to authorize the President of the Preston County  

Commission to sign the Fire Service Agreement dtd March 12, 2024 between the 

Masontown Volunteer Fire Department Inc., a body corporate organized under the Laws 

of the State of West Virginia (the “Fire Dept.”) and the Preston County Commission, a 

body politic, the (“County”), recognizing that the fire department is not for profit in 

providing services within the county.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken with Commissioner’s Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

(See attached.)  

     

 
           

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

            9:55 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk, Budget Revisions 

 

          10:00 a.m.  Sheriff Pritt – Update on Financial Statements 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Approval of Minutes – February 20, and February 27, 2024 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Minutes of February 20, 2024 and February 27, 2024.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – February 26, 2024 thru February 26, 2024 

 

Commissioner Stone moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

   

 
   

  

 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – February 29, 2024 through March 6, 2024 

 



Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on February 29, 2024 thru March 6, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

 

 
 

 
 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



  

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A. Opioid Settlement Funds 

i. CD Research 

  

  

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Region VI Planning & Development Council – Fair Housing Resolution and Fair Housing 

Affirmative Action Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

B.  Preston County Economic Development – Request Letter of Support – City of Kingwood 

Treatment Plant Improvements 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

 

 

 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Budget Workshop Schedule 

 

B. Facilities Report 

 

i.    Sheriff’s Office 

a. Wiring – MTC 

b. Panhandle-Final Invoice 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              ii.        Courthouse Chiller Update 

 

iii. Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Update    

 

 



C.  Budget Revisions 

i. Sheriff’s Office Promotions 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

               

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  



 At 10:45 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                         03/12/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


