
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., March 5, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas and Don Smith 

 

        

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

  

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

 Nichole Larew                    Deanna Lively   Kevin Likens 

            Jacob Martin-WV News    Debbie Shahan    LeDeana Teets 

 Jesse Hale      Duane Hamilton    Stephen L. Wotring 

 Pam Thomas-EMS             Shawna Knotts-EMS   Jennifer Wotring 

 Richard “Bo” Burnside     Kristy Ash-PC Chamber  Maggie DeWerdt 

 Kelly C. Fike-TACAS-EMS    Melissa Hagedorn-BAS  Jessica Sell-ROC 

 Timberly Neidlinger-TACAS-EMS    Susan Anick-ROC   Mitchell Rusiecki BAS  

 

 

      

    

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd March 5, 2024 as presented 

by Debbie Shahan, Deputy Assessor in the amount of $768.90. Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Apportionments –None 

  

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 9:31 a.m.  Jessica Sell, ROC Congressional Affairs – Smart Community Initiative 

  Jessica Sell, VP of Congressional Affairs and Community Outreach, a Denver based 

company based in WV and Russ Guzek, Sr. VP spoke about the Smart Community Initiative 

that helps keep kids safe, supplements local law enforcement with safety and security 

measures using computer vision.  Their company is a software company that builds 

algorithms to make existing infrastructure smart. 

  They are currently in Marion, Putnam, Doddridge, and Taylor Counties.  The 

Commission is open to additional conversation. 

             

 

            9:40 a.m.  Kristy Ash, Preston County Chamber of Commerce – Funding Request 

 

   This request is for $4,500 to fund the Preston County Day at the Legislature.  

Commissioner Smith advised this request will be considered during budget deliberations 

that will begin next week.  (See attached.) 

 

 



 
 

 
          

 
 

 

 



 

           9:45 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Budget Revision 

   

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision for 911 as presented 

by Duane Hamilton. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 
 

          9:50 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Approval 2024 Primary Election Pollworker List 

  

    Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the 2024 Primary Election 

                             Appointment of Pollworkers List.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll 

                             call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion  

                             carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Approval of Minutes – February 13, 2024 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Minutes of February 13, 2024.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – February 20, 2024 thru February 21, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

   

 

 

 

 



   

 
 

  

 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – February 22, 2024 through February 28, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on February 22, 2024 thru February 28, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  



 

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



 

 

 

  

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A. Wade’s World of Wonder – Letter of Support 

   Commissioner Stone moved to approve both Letters of Support to Senator Manchin and 

Senator Capito for potential Congressional Directed Spending for Wade’s World of Wonder.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

B. EMS Salary Adjustment  

   Commissioner Stone advised that the Salary Enhancement Funds have been received by 

the County on or about February 9, 2024. 

 The commissioners agreed that the EMS Service Contract needs put in place before any 

funds are dispersed.  

 There was discussion regarding the language of the code being very vague.  Administrator 

Raybeck read directly from the code 16-4C-25A that the fund was established to 

support/supplement the salaries or provide crisis response for County Emergency Medical 

Services. Crisis response is defined as however the EMS Association defines crisis. The goal is 

for retention. 

 A Special Session was scheduled for Thursday, March 14, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. to work on 

the draft and potentially take official action. 

 

 

C. McGrew House Lawn – Farmer’s Market 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the use of the McGrew House Lawn for the County 

Seat Farmers Market beginning May 18th and running thru October, 2024 based on the vendors 

growing season.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 



 

 

 

D. Farmland Protection Contribution 

 There was question as to whether the commission could fund the $500.00 request for food 

for a Farmland Protection Program dinner.  No motion was made. The topic was moved to next 

week’s agenda. 

 

E. Opioid Settlement Funds 

i. CD Research 

 Looking at a 6-month Certificate of Deposit with Clear Mountain Bank at a rate of 

5.10%.   There was question regarding waiving penalty fees for early withdrawal.  This 

will be added to next week’s agenda. 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Contract with Monitronics – Cameras for Sheriff’s Office 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to enter into a contract with Monitronics in the amount of 

$1,948.53 for the purchase of the camera dome intensifier 2.8 to 12mm advanced NDAA 

installation and camera products and authorize the President of the Preston County Commission 

to sign.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 



 

 

  

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

 

 

 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Facilities Report 

    i.     Sheriff’s Update 

 Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the change order from 

Panhandle Cleaning and Restoration and authorize the President to sign in the 

amount of $934.12.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.) 



 

 
 

 

   Mr. Likens noted they are currently working to do a facelift on the front entryway of 

the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

 

ii. Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Update 

  The Mills Group is in the process of approving the drawings that were sent 

earlier.  The deadline is Thursday. 

 

  Chiller Project – All the piping is in. There’s a factory leak on the unit.  

Maintenance is working with the factory to see how to correct the issue.  There’s also 

a voltage issue.  Mr. Likens has been in contact with the power company and is 

keeping an eye on the situation. 

 

iii. Animal Shelter – Gutter Drain Project - Estimate 

 Kevin Likens, Facilities Manager discussed the drainage issue in front of the 

animal shelter caused from the gutter drain that creates a liability and safety issues.  

He received a quote to fix the issue in the amount of $13,980.  Commissioner 

Thomas asked for 2 additional quotes.   

                                

B. ARPA Audit – FY 22-23 

        The State Auditors Office will be here on Thursday to do an ARPA audit.  No time 

given. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

C. Budget Revisions 

         See budget revision above under 9:45 a.m. for Duane Hamilton OEM/E911. 

 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

           Received the certification of valuation from the Assessor to allow work to begin on 

carry over. 

  

 

  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

               

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  

 At 10:49 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                         03/05/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


