
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., January 24, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:   Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

        



Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Duane Hamilton  Justin Wolfe                Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin    Jennifer Graham      

   

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

  

  

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd January 24, 2024 as 

presented by the Assessor Connie Ervin in the amount of $658.12.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith 

voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.)  

 

 
 

 

 

Apportionments –None 

   

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 9:31 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911-Employee Promotion 

   This appointment was cancelled.  

  

   

Approval of Minutes – January 2, 2024 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of January 2, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 



 

Estate Settlements – January 7, 2024 thru January 8, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

   
  

 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

Waivers of Final Settlement – Thirty (30) Days – Estate of Charles F. Paugh 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – January 11, 2024 through January 17, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on January 11, 2024 thru January 17, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

 

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

 

 



 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action -  

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Employee Handbook 

 Commissioner Stone made a motion to move forward with an Agreement with Pullin, 

Fowler, Flanagan, Brown & Poe PLLC to redo/take a look at/update our current handbook that 

has been established and also would like to not exceed $3,000 in the process and for the money 

to come out of Professional Line Item #223.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. 

Discussion called for. 

 Commissioner Stone noted she has been working with Wendy Greve on an agreement and 

because the elected officials do not have to adopt the handbook, it would be the County 

Commissions Handbook and elected officials would be required to sign off as to whether they 

will be adopting it for their office, or not, or they can add an addendum and Ms. Greve will 

have a training session with all the elected officials on the handbook. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 Commissioner Stone also noted that the Commission has a retention with the Law Firm of 

Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, Brown & Poe PLLC and because their hourly rate has changed an 

updated letter would need approved.  It was decided to put on the agenda for next week. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 



 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Facilities Update 

Panhandle finished with the downstairs floor and painting the stairwell.  Should be 

complete by tomorrow with the final punch list beginning on Friday.  Next week is scheduled 

to finish the punch list and do all the final cleaning. 

Following up with Edison Electric today to get a timeline on finishing the electrical 

boxes. 

 

B. Budget Revisions - none 

 

 

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  Reminder of next meeting dates and times: 

• Commission meeting Tuesday, January 30th, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. 

• Commission meeting Wednesday, February 7th, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. 

   

 

        RECESS 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A.  Executive Session – Personnel 

 

At 10:00 a.m., Commissioner Stone made a motion to go into Executive Session for 

                  personnel.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with  

                  Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

Those in attendance for the Executive Session were:  Don Smith, Samantha Stone, Hunter 

                  Thomas, Nate Raybeck, Duane Hamilton and Justin Wolfe. 

 

                                EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

At 10:57 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to come out of Executive Session and 

                   reenter the regular session.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was                

                   taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

                               President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A.  Executive Session – Legal 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:57 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 
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