
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., January 16, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:   Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 



        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nichole Larew                 Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin       

   

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

  

  

 

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

Apportionments –None 

   

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Budget Revisions 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision for central garage in the 

amount of $9,993.11 for a reimbursement for repairs to car #34.  Commissioner Stone seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
     



  

  Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the budget revision in the amount of 

$11,499.42 for repairs to car #35.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 

 



 

9:35 a.m.  Connie Ervin, Assessor – Employee Hire 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the employment of Christina Lilly in the 

Assessor’s Office to be effective January 22, 2024, to be paid from the General County Fund with 

a salary of $30,000/yr.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

Approval of Minutes – December 19, 2023 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of December 19, 2023.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Estate Settlements – December 28, 2023 thru December 28, 2023 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

   

  
 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   



 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – January 4, 2024 through January 10, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on January 4, 2024 thru January 10, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

 

 

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action -  

A. Engagement Letter for Everhart, Brown & Devall LC – Bretz School 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the engagement letter with Everhart, Brown & 

DeVall LC for the Bretz School as has been presented.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 

motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – None 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

 

 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. County Commission Meeting next week 

i.  Rescheduled to Wednesday, January 24 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

B. Facilities Update 

i.  Sheriff’s Office 

 All plaster and primer work are complete and the remaining trim work, painting and 

work on the down stairs flooring is expected to be complete by the end of January. 

 Still working with Panhandle to get a timeline for the electrical boxes from Edison. 

 

              ii.     Courthouse Evacuation Drill 

  On Friday, there was an unannounced evacuation drill in the courthouse. At this 

                                 time, it was discovered that there was an issue with the paging alert system.  A meeting 

                                 has been scheduled with Euclid, the phone service provider, this week to get a 

                                 resolution to the issue. 

 

C. Kingwood Volunteer Fire Department Letter of Support 

  Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the Letter of Support for the 

Kingwood Volunteer Fire Department to be engaged in the Federal Surplus Property Program 

and authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

(See attached.) 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

D. Budget Revisions – 

  See budget revisions presented under the 9:31a.m. Recognition of Scheduled 

Appointments with Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911. 

 

 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

• Work session today with PCP&R at 11:00 a.m. 

• Special Session Thursday, January 18, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. for vehicle/fringe 

benefits 

• Summit Meeting Wednesday, January 17, 2024 from 6-8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 9:52 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  
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