
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., January 9, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:   Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 



 

        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nichole Larew                 Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin      Connie Ervin-Assessor 

  Christine Bolyard 

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

  

  

 

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List as presented by the 

Assessor, Connie Ervin in the amount of $293.58.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

(See attached.) 

 
 

 
 

   

Apportionments –None 

   

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  Connie Ervin, Assessor – Bretz School Property 

 

 Connie Ervin, Assessor recognized Christine Bolyard, a Paralegal from the Assessors 

Office, to answer any questions they might have concerning the Bretz School Property and 

presented the commission with a memo of events that occurred with the property over the years. 

After some discussion, it is still not clear who owns the property. 

 

 Commissioner Stone made a motion to move forward to contract with Everhart, Brown 

& DeVall to look at the Bretz Property.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  (Motion carried.) 



   

  

  

 



 

9:35 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Emergency Absentee voting Policy 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Emergency Absentee Voting Policy for 

Preston County, West Virginia.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.)

 

 
 

 

Approval of Minutes – None 

 

Estate Settlements – December 28, 2023 thru December 28, 2023 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

   

 
 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   



 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – December 28, 2023 through January 3, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on December 28, 2023 thru January 3, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

 

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



Old Business- Consideration and/or action -  

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action –  

A. CRASE Active Shooter Training 

 Commissioner Thomas noted the opinion of the Sheriff was that the Sheriff’s Department 

had ample instructors and training to do the active shooter training for the county employees. 

 

 Commissioner Smith suggested meeting with the Sheriff next week to see what resources 

and dates are available to get the procedure moving forward and done and on a continuing 

rotation to filter in new employees as needed.  

 

 

B. Spy Glass 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Agreement with SpyGlass for a snap shot 

audit between SpyGlass and the Preston County Commission and authorize the President to 

sign the Agreement.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Letter of Agency authorizing SpyGlass to 

have access to our telephone provider records and authorize the President of the Preston County 

Commission to sign the form.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 

 

C. Preston County Board of Education School Levy 

 This subject has been tabled until the next meeting. 

 

D.  Preston County Parks and Recreation Request Board Members Reappointments – Carl Ervin,   

 Jennifer Kelly and Kevin Dixon three-year terms retroactive to January 1, 2023 and expiring 

       December 31, 2025 – Devra Deems and Sara Saurino three-year terms commencing on 

 January 1, 2024 and expiring December 31, 2026 

 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to reappoint Carl Ervin, Jennifer Kelly and Kevin Dixon to 

three-year terms retroactive to January 1, 2023 and expiring December 31, 2025 and Devra 

Deems and Sara Saurino to three-year terms commencing on January 1, 2024 and expiring 

December 31, 2026.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 



 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action -  

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. New Employee Hire – Animal Shelter 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hiring of John Dowd III for the 

position of Dog Warden effective February 1, 2024 at a salary rate of $33,280/yr. or 

$16.00/hr. contingent upon a three-month probationary period.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Revised Board of Equalization Dates 

 

  Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the Class II Legal Notice for the 

required publication for two (2) weeks in both the Preston County News and the Preston 

County Journal to announce the time of hearings for the Board of Equalization and Review 

Hearing.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Letter to WV Department of Tax Allowing Assessor to make appraisal changes 

 

  A motion was made to keep the land books and personal property books open 

through February 16, 2024.  (See attached below.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

D. Budget Revision -none presented 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision as presented by Mr. 

Raybeck for the Preston County Commission.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

• The opioid settlement fund work session scheduled for tomorrow is canceled and 

moved to February 1, 2024 at 11:30 a.m. in the commission meeting room. 

 

• Rec’d a letter from Governor Justice regarding the second round of funding for 

the county fire protection fund.  Commissioner Smith suggested sending a letter 

to the fire association to get their advice on what to do with the funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

• Signature Stamp –  

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the use of the signature stamp of the 

President, limiting the use to Nathan Raybeck, Commissioner Samantha Stone, 

Commissioner Hunter Thomas, and when directed by the President, 

Administrative Assistant Angie Whetsell and authorize the President to sign the 

Memorandum.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

• Vehicle Policy Special Session rescheduled for January 18, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

• Summit meeting/round table discussion with elected officials January 17, 2024, 

from 6-8 p.m. at the Preston County Economic Development Conference Room. 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:41 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

                         01/09/2024 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


