
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., January 2, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

 

Election of President   

Commissioner Stone moved to elect Don Smith as President for the 2024 year of the 

Preston County Commission.   Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  Discussion called 

for. Commissioner Stone noted last year, at the statutory meeting at the beginning of the year, it 

was decided to rotate the term of President and this will be the first of a two-year term. A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

  

  Commissioner Smith thanked Commissioner Stone for the excellent job and hard work that 

she has done over the last couple years as President. 

                              

Date and Time County Commission Meetings -   

 

• Tuesday – 9:30 a.m. 

If the Tuesday is a holiday, the county commission will meet on the Wednesday 

following the holiday. 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the date and time of the county 

commission meetings for Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m., if there’s conflict on Tuesday, the 

meeting will be moved to Wednesday.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

• Notice of Meeting – 

Agendas available to the public at the close of business two days prior to meeting 

date.  All Notices of Meeting are posted on the door at the County Commission 

Meeting Room and in the rear of the Annex, 106 West Main Street, Suite 202, 

Kingwood, West Virginia 26537. 

 

  Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the Notice of Meetings.        

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with       

Commissioner Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 



 

 

 

Legal Holidays – Courthouse and Courthouse Annex Closings 2024  

 

 Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the list of legal holidays for the Courthouse 

and the Courthouse Annex for the 2024 year.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Procedures  

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to adhere to the meeting procedures as has been 

presented with no changes being made this year.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Hours of Operation of Annex – Monday – 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

          Tuesday – Friday – 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to keep the Hours of Operation of the Annex the same as noted 

above. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Hours of Operation of Courthouse – 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Hours of Operation for the Courthouse as noted 

above. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Appoint/Re-Appoint Commissioner to Boards/Committee 

 

 Commissioner Stone made a motion to reappoint the Commissioners to the 

Boards/Committees that they served on for 2023 for the new 2024 year.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone 

voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 



 

 

 
         

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nichole Larew                 Deanna Lively 

  Jay Shay-Prosecuting Atty.   Jacob Martin 

  Hunter Mullens-Mullens & Mullens   Jefferson Pan-WBOY-TV 

              J E Hoard 

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

  

  

 

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List - None 

Apportionments –None 

   

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:35 a.m.  Hunter Mullens, Mullens & Mullens – Distribution of Opioid Settlement Money 

  Hunter Mullens from Mullens & Mullens thanked the county commission for their 

professionalism, working through the long time of litigation.  He presented the commission 

with a check in the amount of $599,802.64 which represents 24 ½% of what was allocated 

for Preston County and stated other checks will be coming in the future.  

               

 9:40 a.m.  Jay Shay, Prosecuting Attorney – Employee Hire 

   Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Kristie Hartsell in the 

                        Prosecuting Attorney’s office with an annual salary of $37K/yr. or $20.33/hr., effective 

                        January 1, 2024.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

                        with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 



 9:45 a.m.  Paul Pritt, Sheriff – Employee Hire 

  Commissioner Stone made a motion to hire Kim Bolyard as an Administrative 

Assistant for the Preston County Sheriff’s Office to occupy a full-time position, with 

benefits, beginning immediately, January 2, 2024.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

                                Sheriff Pritt noted no pay was stated because  he will be making some overall 

adjustments soon.     

  
  

Approval of Minutes – December 12, 2023 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Minutes of December 12, 2023 Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

  

         

Estate Settlements – December 18, 2023 thru December 18, 2023 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

   

 

 
 

 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   



 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – December 15, 2023 through December 27, 2023 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on December 15, 2023 thru December 27, 

2023 inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been 

no exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



Old Business- Consideration and/or action -  

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action –  

A. Resignation of Peggy Pase from the Soldi Waste Authority 

 Original letter sent in August but was not received.  Updated letter received; no action taken. 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action -  

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. County Commission Meeting Schedule for January and February 2024 

 

  January Meetings 

  Tuesday, January 2, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

  Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

  Tuesday, January 16, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

  Wednesday, January 24, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

  Tuesday, January 30, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

  February Meetings 

  Wednesday, February 7, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. (note change in time) 

  Tuesday, February 13, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. (note change in time) 

  Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

  Tuesday, February 27, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the adjustments stated above, by the County 

Administrator, for the January and February meeting schedules.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

B. Budget Revision -none presented 

        

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

          

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  Commissioner Stone made a recommendation for some follow-up on the ARPA funding 

that has already been awarded to make sure the funds will be used by 2026. 

 

  At 10:03 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
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