
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., October 1, 2024, in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

 



 

 

     

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck. 

 

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Sheriff Jim Fields.  Austin Childers  Deanna Lively    

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Connie Kimble   Dave Nestor 

  Jeniffer Graham – DP   Ryan Minnigh   Kim Liston 

  Donnie Mann    Melissa Sova   Shelly Moreland 

  Duane Hamilton   Rosanna Radabaugh  Carrie Maxwell   

   

     

 No one registered before the meeting to address the commission.  

 

 

Review of Bills          

   Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office 

Tax Correction List –  

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd October 1, 2024, in 

 the amount of $1,565.96 as presented by Dave Nestor of the Assessor’s Office.  Commissioner Stone 

 seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting  

 yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

Apportionments – None 

  

   

   

 



 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 

9:31 a.m.  Kim Liston – Mon Health PMH – Proclamation Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

  

  Ms. Liston read the Proclamation.  Commissioner Thomas moved to proclaim October of 

2024 as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See 

attached.) 

   

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

9:35 a.m.  Shelly Moreland, Preston County RDVIC Victim Advocate – Proclamation 

 

  President Smith read the Proclamation.  Commissioner Thomas moved that the Preston 

County Commission Proclaim October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Commissioner 

Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

  Ms. Moreland noted a candlelight vigil will be held at 7:00 p.m., Friday, October 4, 2024, 

at Browns Park in Kingwood.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

9:40 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 Budget Revision 

 

  Duane Hamilton presented budget revisions needed for OEM-E911 to correct where the 

funds from the sale of the two cruisers to Masontown were originally put.  This budget revision 

will be considered after other budget revisions are presented.  See budget revisions under the 

County Administrator report below. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

9:45 a.m.  Jim Fields, Sheriff - New Deputy Hire and Discussion on Courthouse Security 

 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Austin Burke Childers as a 

probationary Deputy Sheriff for the Preston County Sheriff’s Office with a start date of October 1, 

2024, and a starting salary of $47,000 annually.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hiring of Regina J. Hardin as a tax deputy for 

the Preston County Tax Office with a starting date of October 16, 2024, and a rate of pay of 

$16.84 per hour for the 3-month probationary period then her salary will be based off that same 

hourly rate.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.)  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

  Sheriff Fields also discussed the need for the commission to consider his request to create 

a full time position out of the ½ time position and add another full-time position due to the increase 

in court systems and the busy docket for the first of the year.  He “highly” recommended they be 

employed by December so they will be trained and ready to go for the coming year.  There is still 

one vacancy in the Sheriff’s Department.  The Civil Service is supposed to test again later this 

month.  No decisions were made about this request. 

 

 

 

 

9:50 a.m.  Connie Ervin, Assessor – Budget Revision 

 

  Dave Nestor presented budget revisions needed for the Assessor’s Office for additional 

training for the new commercial appraiser and to replenish overtime funds.  This budget revision 

will be considered later after other budget revisions are presented.  See budget revisions under 

Administrators Report below. 

  

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – September 17, 2024, and September 24, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the minutes for September 17, 2024, and September 24, 

2024.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 

Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Estate Settlement List – None 

 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation/Clerks’s Fiduciary Report – September 19, 2024, through September 25, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on September 19, 2024, thru September 25, 

2024, inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been 

no exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 
 

 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report –None 

 

 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action – 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

Facilities Supervisor’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 

• The demo is 100% complete as of last night. 

• All the ceiling grid tiles and HVAC for Phases III and IV are finished. 

• The painters are approximately 80% finished with Phases III and IV.  A second coat of paint 

is being applied to all the door jams. 

• The electricians will be here on Wednesday, and the plumbers will be back this evening. 



 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

  Commissioner Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the Administrator’s Report. 

 

A. WV Corp Workers’ Compensation Audit for FY2023-2024 

 

 Mr. Raybeck advised the 2023-2024 WV Workers’ Comp Payroll audit shows a 

credit balance due to us in the amount of $4,788.00 for which he said typically is applied 

to future installments as payment. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to apply the WV Corp credit balance to future 

payments and authorize the President to sign the authorization form.  Commissioner 

Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 

Stone and Smith voting yes. Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

B. BEAD grant letters of support 

 

 Mr. Raybeck presented BEAD Application requests from two internet providers, 

Frontier and Prodigi citing the National Telecommunications and Information 

Administration page the Broadband Equity Access and Development (BEAD) Program 

which provides $42.45 billion to expand high-speed internet access by funding, 

planning and infrastructure deployment and adoption programs. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas gave his reasoning of why he favored support for Prodigi 

and opposed Frontier.  He believes because Prodigi is a Preston County company they 

are more likely to support the county.  He said they already have existing fiber-optic 

infrastructure in our county so they’re going to be better able to utilize the funding from 

the BEAD Grant because they’re building off existing structure and not building from 

the ground up and because Frontier doesn’t have a proven track record with the people 

of West Virginia or the people of Preston County. 

 

 Commissioner Stone agreed with Commissioner Thomas and included her stance 

that they should be behind a Preston County business that invested ARPA funding into 

the Preston County business to build fiber across Preston County.  She said they are 

doing it at lightning speed and their product is excellent.  She used Frontier for many 

years and said the attention is not given to our county as it is in other states and just 

because there’s money out there does not mean that they’re going to bring the funds to 

Preston County. 

 



 Commissioner Smith disagreed with Commissioners Stone and Thomas.  He is for 

getting as much service to every county resident in the county as quickly as possible 

regardless of who it comes from.  He said Frontier had a major overhaul of their 

leadership and have completely redone their board and their satisfaction rate is above 

scale now because they have proven they’re able to change their philosophy and 

understand they dug themselves a very deep hole with the way they treated their people 

in the past, their customer base and their employees. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas added Prodigi has put in an application for the whole county 

and its unclear what Frontier is doing.  They would never let him know where they were 

putting an application in for.  Whether it was for the whole county or one of the districts. 

 

 

 

a. Frontier LOS 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve and authorize the President to sign 

the Letter of Support for Frontier.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

 

  

b. Prodigi LOS 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve and send a Letter of Support for Prodigi 

to the BEAD Region 35 Grant application.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Budget Revisions –  

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the budget revisions as presented by Duane 

Hamilton and Dave Nestor for OEM/E911 and the Assessor’s Office respectively.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

 A thank you card was received from the Tucker Community Foundation thanking 

the commission for the $3500 contribution to the 2024 Run For It. 

 

 

  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

Information 

 

Commissioners Comments  

 At 10:05 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                 

                                                              __________________________________________  

                                                                         Commissioner 
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