
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., June 4, 2024 in the 

County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

 



 

       

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Deanna Lively   James Fields   Duane Hamilton 

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Nichole Larew   Donnie Mann 

            Jennifer Graham-DP   Roy Watkins   Justin Wolfe 

  Sarah Bolinger   Craig Jennings   Kristin Johnson 

  Madison Johnson   Aiden Johnson   Jameson Johnson 

  Tonya Myers    Kevin Likens 

                     

        

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

   

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office  

Tax Correction List – None 

Apportionments – None 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Budget Revisions 

 

 Justin Wolfe, OEM/E911 presented budget revisions needed for Preston County 

OEM in the amount of $6,600 for emergency tower repairs at Caddell Tower and put 

towards the infrastructure upgrade project. 

   

   These budget revisions will be taken into consideration later in the meeting after  

                       other budget revisions are presented. See budget revisions under Administrator’s Report 

                       below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – May 28, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of May 28, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – May 21, 2024 thru May 21, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 

Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

  

 

 



 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – May 23, 2024 through May 29, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on May 23, 2024 thru May 29, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A.  Opioid Settlement Advisory Board 

 Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Sheriff Jim Fields as a Representative from the 

Sheriff’s Office to the Opioid Settlement Fund Advisory Board.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

A. Preston County Sewer Public Service District Board Member Re-appointment –  

 Harry Wolfe – six-year term – Retroactive to February 1, 2024 – January 31, 2030 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to re-appoint Harry Wolfe to the Preston 

                  County Sewer Public Service District Board for a 6-year term retroactive to February 1, 2024 

                  through January 31, 2030. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

                  with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

B. Public Defenders Corporation Request to Appoint William Miller as a Board Member –  

Term Effective July 1, 2024 – Expires June 30, 2027 

 

   Commissioner Stone moved to reappoint William “Bill” Miller as a Board Member of the 

Public Defender Corporation 18th Judicial Circuit for a 3-year term effective July 1, 2024 

through June 30, 2027.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

  

 

C. Preston County Health Department Request to Appoint Kendra Barker 5-yr Term – 

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2029 

 

   Commissioner Thomas moved to reappoint Kendra Lynn Barker to the Preston County 

Board of Health for a 5-year term effective July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2029.  Commissioner 

Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

D. Rowlesburg Ambulance Service 

      

   Commissioner Thomas advised that on May 21, 2024 the Rowlesburg Ambulance Service 

decided to cease all operations and shut their doors and noted there are a couple of things that 

need done before moving forward. 

 

   He said after doing some research that it looked like the county commission owns the 

ambulance because ½ of the ambulance cost came from a grant from the state through the 

commission and the ambulance was titled to the commission because of that reason.  There’s a 

question as to whether it can be given to another service or kept as a spare, to lend out. 

 

   There was also some discussion on who would be covering the territory and defining the 

boundaries.  No definite determinations were made at this time. 

 

 

E. CCAWV’s Annual Essay Contest Winners Aiden Johnson from Bruceton School and Sarah 

Bolinger, Teacher 

 

     President Smith recognized and congratulated Aiden Johnson for winning the County 

Commissioners Association of West Virginia Essay Writing Contest and his teacher, Sarah 

Bolinger, for submitting it.   

  

     Aiden will receive $500 from the County Commissioner’s Association and his teacher, 

Ms. Bolinger, will receive $500 for classroom supplies. 

 

  

 



 

 

F. Wrestling Barn/Community Heating and Cooling Shelter – HVAC 

 

   President Smith recognized Craig Jennings, representing the Preston Mat Club, with an 

update on the Wrestling Barn and fund request. 

 

   He said they deposited ½ down to hold 2 HVAC units made by a Japanese manufacturer 

which has parts readily available in the U.S.  They opted to go with 2 smaller units rather than 

1 large unit so if something happened to one unit, they would have the other as back up.  He 

said the installation cost was all over the place but they were able to find a local contractor that 

was willing to work with them. 

 

   He previously suggested the building could also be used for an emergency shelter that 

would include a switch panel to allow for mobile generators in case of emergencies.  He noted 

the proximity to the hospital, 911 Center, the schools and the large parking area.  It is ADA 

accessible and includes four restroom/showers, a medical room and several offices. The 

building also includes an 8’ x 8’ garage door for vehicle access and a 4” thick concrete floor. 

 

   The original ask was for $35K.  The ask is now closer to $45K.  President Smith advised 

the ask would be looked at after July 1st. 

 

    

 

 

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report 

 

Kevin Likens, Maintenance Supervisor updated the commission on the Courthouse 

Reconfiguration Project. 

 

 Courthouse 

• All is good.  Framing is done. Drywall is up, finishers are there today. 

• Meeting with Euclid today regarding the phone lines 

• A full asbestos assessment will be done on the courthouse and another facility/s. 

• Found the glycol leak; getting it repaired  

 

 Sheriff’s Office 

• Air quality test scheduled for 12th or 14th of this month 

• Working on the drains in the basement to see where the lines go 

 

                        Animal Shelter 

• Plumbing done to allow for more water pressure; circuits separated for electric 

  

 

 

 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

A. No Commission Meeting Next Week 

 

  Reminder:  No Preston County Commission meeting the week of June 10th, 2024 due to 

the annual meeting of the WV County Commissioners Association Meeting at Stonewall 

Resort. 

 

B. Employee Hire, Part-time, Animal Shelter 

 

   Commissioner Stone moved to approve the hire of Ashley McKinnon as a part-time 

employee for the Preston County Animal Shelter at a rate of $12/hr. with no benefits paid from 

the extra help line item in the animal shelter budget with a start date of June 17, 2024.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 



     
 

C. Budget Revisions 

 

 County Administrator, Nate Raybeck, presented budget revisions needed for the Preston 

County Sheriff’s Office and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.   

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve all budget revisions as they have been presented.  

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

SAM – System for Award Management 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to appoint Nathan Raybeck, County Administrator, as an 

Entity Administrator for the County Commission SAM’s (System for Award Management) 

account authorizing the President to sign the appointment letter.  Commissioner Stone seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

           

 
   

 
 



 

 

 

 Juneteenth Holiday – 

           

      Commissioner Stone moved that “if” and “when” the Governor of West Virginia declares 

Juneteenth 2024 a state holiday, that the Preston County Commission will honor this holiday for 

our employees and authorize the County Administrator to communicate this decision with other 

elected officials and department heads.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

     

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

       

                      

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A.  Executive Session 

 

 

 

 

Information 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:05 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 
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