
 

 

 

 

 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., May 28, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

In the absence of President Don Smith, Hunter Thomas was administered the Oath of 

Office by Linda Huggins, Preston County Clerk. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Pro-Tem Thomas who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 



 

President Pro-Tem Thomas then declared the following Commissioners present:  

Samantha Stone and Hunter Thomas. 

 

        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Linda Huggins, County Clerk. 

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Deanna Lively   James Fields   LaDeanna Teets 

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Nichole Larew   Donnie Mann 

            Jennifer Graham-DP   Roy Watkins   Connie Ervin, Assessor 

  Lisa Leishman    Jalyn Lamp-WBOY  Kevin Likens             

   

      

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

   

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Stone moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and reviewed. 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone 

and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 



 

 

    

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Assessor’s Office  

Tax Correction List – Zugar Adele HRS, Real Estate 

     Zugar Adele HRS, Real Estate 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd May 28, 2024 as 

presented by Assessor Connie Ervin in the amount of $151.48.  Commissioner Thomas seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

  

Apportionments – None 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  LaDeana Teets, Director Farmland Protection –  

A.  Resolution support of the Voluntary Farmland Protection Act 

 

                                        Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Resolution in Support of the 

                             Voluntary Farmland Protection Act and authorize all three commissioners to sign.  

                             Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

                             Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 



 

A.  Stemple Easement 

 Ms. Teets noted that Farmland Protection will be signing the Stemple Farm 

after almost 4 years, which includes 148 AC, and will put the total acreage to 

almost 1500 AC. 

 

B.  Request to Re-appoint – Kevin Seese and Kevin Lyons as 

Board Members 4-year term – July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2028 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to reappoint Luke Seese and Kevin Lyons as 

Board Members to the Farmland Protection Board to 4-year terms beginning 

July 1, 2024 thru June 30, 2028.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting yes.  

Motion carried.   

 

C. Request to Appoint – Steven Bolyard 4-year term – July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2028 

     

 Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Stephen Bolyard to a 4-year term 

beginning July 1, 2024 thru June 30, 2028 to the Farmland Protection Board.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 

  9:35 a.m.  Certify May 14, 2024 Primary Election Results 

 

    Commissioner Stone moved to Certify the May 14, 2024 Primary Election 

     Results and authorize the Preston County Commission to sign.  Commissioner Thomas 

     seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Thomas 

     voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 9:45 a.m.  Linda Huggins, Budget Revisions – none presented 

 

 9:50 a.m.  Lisa Leishman, Budget Revisions 

   

      Circuit Clerk, Lisa Leishman presented budget revisions needed for her office.   

                            These budget revisions will be considered later after other budget revisions are presented.               

                            (See budget revisions under the County Administrator’s Report below.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – May 15, 2024; May 15, 2024 Emergency Session; May 20, 2024; and May 20, 

2024 Board of Canvassers 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Minutes of May 15, 2024, May 15, 2024 Emergency 

Session, May 20, 2024 and May 20, 2024 Board of Canvassers.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – May 10, 2024 thru May 17, 2024 

 

Commissioner Stone moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 



 

 

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and 

Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – May 16, 2024 through May 22, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on May 16, 2024 thru May 22, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  



 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and 

Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A.  IT Contract 

      Commission Stone moved to approve the Contract with GST for IT Services effective 

July 1, 2024 at a cost of $39,360 for the year and authorizing the County Administrator to use 

President Smith’s stamp to sign the contract.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

B. Jarrett Construction Contract 

      Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Contract in the amount of $564,233 with 

Jarrett Construction Inc. for the purpose of the Courthouse Reconfiguration Project on the 2nd 

floor of the Preston County Courthouse and authorize the County Administrator to use President 

Smith’s stamp to sign the contract.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

A. Appointment of Sheriff to fill Unexpired Term 

   Commissioner Stone moved in accordance with WV Code 3-10-8A that the County 

Commission appoint Jim Fields to the position of Sheriff of Preston County.  He is the same 

political party as the late Sheriff “Moe” Pritt, to serve for the remainder of Sheriff Pritt’s 

unexpired term, which ends at 11:59 p.m., December 31, 2024.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

  

B. Public Service District #1 Board Member Re-appointment – Rodney Kiser – 

  Six-year term – Retroactive to February 1, 2024 – January 31, 2030 

 

   Commissioner Stone moved to re-appoint Rodney Kiser as a board member to the Public 

Service District #1 for a 6-year term retroactive to February 1, 2024 thru January 31, 2030.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

C. Preston County Sewer Public Service District Board Member Re-appointments –  

   Robert Metheny – Six-year term – Retroactive to February 1, 2024 – January 31, 2030 

 

   Commissioner Stone moved to reappoint Robert Metheny to the Preston County Sewer 

Public Service District Board for a 6-year term retroactive to February 1, 2024 thru January 31, 

2030. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioner Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

  

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report 

A. Facilities Supervisor Update 

 

 Mr. Raybeck recognized the Facilities Supervisor, Kevin Likens with an update on the 

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project.  

 He reported the demo crew started last Monday and some asbestos was located in tiles. 

Tuesday morning asbestos samples were taken.  They got the results on Wednesday.  By that 

evening they had it all removed, sealed and incapsulated. 

 

  On Friday, an air quality test was done on the lobby and the areas in question.  Results 

should be back sometime today.  If the results come back ok, then everything will be back on 

track.  The framing crew will be here on Wednesday, electrical on Thursday and dry wall on 

Friday. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

A. Request for transfer from the Ryan Fund Investment 

 

  This request was not presented at this time. 

 

 

B. Budget Revisions 

 

    Commissioner Stone moved to approve all budget revisions as they have been presented.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

• The deadline for all internal budget revisions is June 4, 2024 

• There will be no Preston County Commission meeting the week of June 10 due to 

the County Commissioners Association Annual Meeting. 

 

            

 



 

 

 

        

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

A. Executive Session 

       

                      

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Executive Session 

 

    At 9:50 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session for legal matters.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

    Those in attendance for the Executive Session were:  Nate Raybeck, Samantha Stone and 

Hunter Thomas. 

 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 

    At 9:55 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and reenter 

open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 President Pro-Tem Thomas advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive 

Session. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:05 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Pro-Tem Thomas declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                           5/28/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


