
 

 

 

 

 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., May 20, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Hunter Thomas, 

Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 

 

        

 

 



 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Linda Huggins, County Clerk. 

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

      Deanna Lively   Connie Ervin-Assessor David Hartley 

              Jacob Martin-WV News  Justin Wolfe-OEM/E911 Donnie Mann  

            Jennifer Graham-DP   Roy Watkins   Lois Bulford-OEM-E911 

  Duane Hamilton-OEM/E911 Jesse Hale   Kendra Born            

   

      

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

   

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

     

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – Wolfe Tyler Dewane, Personal Property 

 

  Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the Tax Correction list dtd May 20, 2024 

in the amount of $500.64 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin. Commissioner Thomas seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 



 

 

Apportionments – None 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  David Hartley, Extension Agent – Proclamation – Preston County CEOS – 

       Community Educational Outreach Service Week 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to declare May 19-25, 2024 as WV Community       

Educational Outreach Service (CEOS) Week in Preston County.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

  

 9:35 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Budget Revisions 

   

  Duane Hamilton presented budget revisions needed for OEM/E911.  These budget 

revisions will be considered later after other budget revisions are presented. See budget 

revisions below under County Administrator’s Report (A). 

 

  

 9:37 a.m.  Lisa Leishman, Circuit Clerk – Budget Revisions 

 

  Lisa Leishman presented budget revisions needed for the Circuit Clerks Office.  See 

budget revisions below under County Administrator’s Report (A). 

 



 

 9:40 a.m.  Jay Shay, Prosecuting Attorney – Budget Revisions 

 

  Mr. Shay was not present and no budget revisions were presented for the prosecuting 

attorney’s office. 

 

 

 9:43 a.m.  County Clerk Linda Huggins, May 14, Primary Election – Precinct Drawing – 

                              Recount Precinct 27, 27T 

 

  President Smith recognized County Clerk Linda Huggins, who chose Jacob Martin to do a 

random draw of a precinct to be canvassed at the meeting today at 10:45 a.m.  Mr. Martin selected 

Precinct #8.  Clerk Huggins announced Precinct #8 will be canvassed at the Election Center after 

today’s meeting and displayed the card to the commission and public in attendance. 

  

  

Approval of Minutes – May 7, 2024 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of May 7, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Estate Settlements – May 6, 2024 thru May 9, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

  

 
 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   



 

  

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – May 9, 2024 through May 15, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on May 9, 2024 thru May 15, 2024 inclusive, 

and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

  

 

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report 

The Courthouse Reconfiguration Project is beginning today. 

 

 

 



 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

A. Budget Revisions 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the budget revisions as they have been 

presented by Duane Hamilton for OEM/E911 and Lisa Leishman for the Circuit Clerks 

Office.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

• All budget revisions for fiscal year 2023/2024 must be presented no later than 

Tuesday, June 4, 2023.  All elected officials and department heads have been 

notified.  This is necessary to meet the deadline of June 14th. 

 

• Reminder:  No county commission meeting the week of June 10-14 due to the 

annual County Commissioners Association Meetings. 

 

• Received a letter from the Town of Newburg thanking the commission for 

allowing the Change in Scope regarding ARPA funding for the Independence 

Water Project.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

•  Mr. Raybeck presented a letter from Preston County Parks and Recreation 

Commission recommending Hunter Thomas to fill the term of Alisa Kilkenny. At 

this time, Commissioner Thomas excused himself from the meeting room. 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Hunter Thomas to the Preston County 

Parks and Recreation Commission to fill the expired term of Alisa Kilkenny 

which term expired 12/31/2023.  This term will be retroactive to Jan. 1, 2024 thru 

Dec. 31, 2026.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

A. Executive Session 

  

    At 9:45 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for a personnel 

matter.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

    Those in attendance for the Executive Session were:  Nate Raybeck, Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas, Don Smith and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 

    At 9:52 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

    President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 



 

 

                           

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Executive Session 

 

    At 9:53 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for a legal 

matter.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

    Those in attendance for the Executive Session were:  Nate Raybeck, Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas and Don Smith, Duane Hamilton, Justin Wolfe, Lois Bulford, and Kendra Born. 

 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 

    At 10:08 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and reenter 

open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

    President Smith advised that no action was taken at this time. 

 

 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:10 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 
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