
 

 

 

 

 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., May 7, 2024 in the 

County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 



 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Hunter Thomas, 

Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 

 

        

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Linda Huggins, County Clerk. 

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nichole Larew        Deanna Lively  V J Davis, PCHD   

              Jacob Martin-WV News   Justin Wolfe-OEM/E911 Jesse Hale 

            Carrie Poier            Donnie Mann   Connie Ervin 

  Roy Watkins             Jennifer Graham-DP  Stacy Greaser 

  Jim Fields     Kevin Likens   Jason Rodeheaver 

        

 

  FFA Chapter Members:   

  Brooklyn Casteel   Julia Phillips   Sophia Saurino 

  Gabrielle Saurino   Tristan Smith   Issy Hauser 

  Taryn Veltri    Mr. Justice 

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

   

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – None 

  

   

Apportionments – Smith, Eric S. & Stacy A. 

 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the apportionment in the names of Eric S. & Stacy 

A. Smith as presented by the Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 9:31 a.m.  Justin Wolfe, OEM/E911 Budget Revisions 

 

   Mr. Wolfe presented a budget revision needed for OEM/E911 to purchase a drone.

  

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision for 911 in the amount 

of $24,000 as presented by Justin Wolfe.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 9:35 a.m.  V.J. Davis, Preston County Health Department – PCHD Environmental Fees for Permit     

                             and Fee for Service Rule 

   

     Mr. Davis explained that due to some recent state legislation, any health 

     department fees for permits, for service rules of any kind that used to be approved by the 

     state now will be approved by the county commission.  He said it was passed by the 

     Board of Health and went thru a 30-day public comment period and will begin July 1, 

     2024. 

 

       Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Preston County Health Department 

                             Environmental Health Fees for Permits and Fees for Service Rules and authorize the 

                             President of the Preston County Commission to sign the document.  Commissioner Stone  

                             seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

                             and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   (See attached.) 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 9:40 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Appoint Emergency Ballot Commissioners 

   Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Emergency Ballot Commissioners effective 

immediately ending December 31, 2025.  Tammy Johnson will be appointed as the Republican 

Emergency Ballot Commissioner and Ashley Cole will be appointed as the Democrat Emergency 

Ballot Commissioner, submitted the 7th day of May 2024.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 9:45 a.m.  Preston County FFA Chapter – Presentation 

 The Preston County FFA Chapter of Preston High School presented a skit that takes 

place at a WV Farmers Market where several community members discussed the pros and 

cons of the sale and consumption of raw milk.  Students represented a lawyer, a stay-at-

home mother, an owner of alpine dairy goats, a commercial consumer, the department of 

agriculture, a commercial Grade A milk producer and a hospital gastroenterologist.  They 

spoke about the sale of raw milk and should it be legal? Or should it be legal with 

restrictions? And if so, what should those restrictions be? 

   

 This group of students will take the presentation to State Regional Competition.  The 

students participating were:  Brooklyn Casteel, Julia Phillips, Sophia Saurino, Gabrielle 

Saurino, Tristan Smith, Izzy Hauser and Taryn Veltri. 

 

 

      

    



   

 

   

Approval of Minutes – April 23,2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of April 23, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – April 22, 2024 thru April 24, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

  

 
 

 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  Commissioner Stone abstained from voting due to Mildred E. Zinn 

being her grandmother. 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 Proceedings in Vacation – April 25, 2024 through May 1, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on April 25, 2024 thru May 1, 2024 inclusive, 

and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A. Update from Sheriff’s Office on Financial Statements 

 No update given. 

 

B. County Property Proposal  

 No update at this time.  

 

C. CAC – Recording Equipment 

 Stacy Greaser presented an update on a request made last week to purchase recording 

equipment for the Child Advocacy Center (CAC).  She was able to find a less expensive quote 

with a company that is relatively local. 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve $7,000 for equipment and cloud storage using 

Unified Solutions LLC to come out of Coal Severance.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  

 
 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

A.  IT Contracts 

 

Executive Session #1 

 

 At 10:05 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session regarding an IT 

Contract.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 Those in attendance for the Executive Session were:  Nate Raybeck, Samantha Stone, 

Hunter Thomas, Don Smith and Justin Wolfe. 

 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION 



 

 At 10:23 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and reenter 

open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

 

 

   

 

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report 

 

A. Initial Internal Meeting May 3, 2024 – Update 

 

 There’s a meeting today after the commission meeting to walk thru a time line and some of 

the logistics for the reconfiguration schedule as certain items have a lead time longer than 

anticipated. 

 

   More information will be provided at the May 20th, 2024 meeting. 

 

County Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 

A. Upcoming Meeting Schedules 

i. PCC Meeting next week moved to Wednesday, May 15 @ 9:30 am 

ii. Following PCC Meeting scheduled for Monday, May 20 @ 9:30 am 

iii. Primary Election 2024 Board of Canvassers Scheduled for Monday, May 20 @ 10:45 am 

iv. There will be No PCC meeting the week of June 10-14 

 

B.  Lower Parking Lot – Community Action 

           There was discussion over perhaps moving trailers owned by Community Action, that 

are currently being parked in the lower parking lot, to another spot to free up parking for jurors 

during trials.  

           Facility Supervisor, Kevin Likens will check with Duane Hamilton to see if they could 

be parked at the 911 Center. 

 

C. Other Facilities Update 

     Water project at the animal shelter moving along and should be finished by the end of 

the week. 

 

D. Budget Revision 

     See recognition of scheduled appointments above and the 9:31 a.m. appointment of Justin 

Wolfe, OEM/E911. 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

          Mr. Raybeck noted he heard back from Rick Parks, from DHHR, and he has agreed to be 

on the Opioid Advisory Committee.  This leaves only a representative needed on the committee 

from the Sheriff’s Office. 

 

 

                    

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

A. Executive Session #2 

 

   At 10:23 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session for a personnel 

matter.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

   Those in attendance for the meeting were:  Hunter Thomas, Nate Raybeck, Samantha 

Stone, Don Smith, Jason Rodeheaver and Jim Fields. 

 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

   At 10:29 a.m., Jason Rodeheaver and Jim Fields came out of Executive Session. 

  



 

 

   At 10:32 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and reenter 

open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 Commissioner Stone advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

 

 

           

 

 

Executive Session #3 

 

     At 10:39 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for personnel. 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

  

     Those in attendance for the Executive Session:  Don Smith, Samantha Stone, Hunter     

      Thomas and Kevin Likens. 

 

     

      EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

    At 10:54 a.m., Commissioner Stone made a motion to come out of Executive Session.  

                  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners  

                  Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

    President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

  

 

 

 

                      

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Executive Session 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:58 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                         5/07/2024 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


