
 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., April 30, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Hunter Thomas, 

Samantha Stone and Don Smith. 

 

        



 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin.  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nichole Larew        Deanna Lively  Crissi Kolb 

              Jacob Martin-WV News   Debbie Friend   Connie Kimble 

  Janice Polce             Leah Turner   Donnie Mann 

  Roy Watkins             Jennifer Graham-DP  Stacy Greaser 

  Carrie Poier     Anne Marie Armstrong         Michelle Talkington 

  Brenda Riggleman    David Brown   Olivia DeVall 

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

   

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

    

 

 

 



 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – Strawser, Randall P., Personal Property 

  

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the Tax Correction List dated April 30, 2024 as 

presented by Assessor Connie Ervin in the amount of $507.94.  Commissioner Thomas seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

Apportionments –None 

  

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 9:31 a.m.  Mountain Heart Community Services – Proclamations 

           Community Action 60th Anniversary and Community Action Month and Child Care 

Providers Day 

 

           Michelle Talkington and Brenda Riggleman from Mountain Heart Community 

Services Inc. were recognized with proclamations for Community Action.  Commissioner 

Stone read the Proclamations. 

 

           Commissioner Stone moved to Proclaim May 2024 as Community Action Month.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

           Commissioner Stone moved to Proclaim May 10, 2024 as Provider Appreciation Day.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 9:35 a.m.  Zoey’s Place CAC – Recording Equipment 

  Stacy Greaser, Anne Armstrong, Carrie Poier, Crissi Kolb and Leah Turner came before 

the commission as the Committee of Zoey’s Place Child Advocacy Center Inc. to ask the county 

commission to consider covering the cost to replace recording equipment at their location in the 

old drive thru building of the lower parking lot. 

 

  Ms. Greaser presented a quote in the amount of $6,785.00 for equipment and $1,800.00 for 

file storage for a total of $8,585.00 from Precise Digital dtd 04/11/2024.  After some discussion, 

the commission agreed this was a much- needed request and asked that it be placed on next week’s 

agenda so it could be reviewed and decide where the funds could be pulled from. 

 

  She also noted the committee is in the process of forming a 501C3 which will allow them 

to apply for state grant money and allow them to hold fundraisers. (See attached.) 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 9:40 a.m.  James Shay, Prosecuting Attorney, Employee Hire 

     Anne Armstrong presented a request to hire on behalf of the Prosecuting Attorney’s  

                             Office. 

    

    Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Claire L. Niehaus to the   

                Prosecuting Attorney’s Office as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney at a starting salary of  

                $80,000 effective May 1, 2024.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call 

                vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

                carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – April 16, 2024 and April 19, 2024 Special Session 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of April 16, 2024 and April 19, 2024 Special 

Session.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – April 11, 2024 thru April 17, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencement of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

  

 

 
 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Proceedings in Vacation – April 18, 2024 through April 24, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on April 18, 2024 thru April 24, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 



 

 
 

  

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A. Update from Sheriff’s Office on Financial Statements 

 Received message from Melissa to say Dan was there yesterday and coming back on 

Thursday, 92% complete. 

 

 

B. County Property Proposal 

 Commissioner Stone explained that the original master plan developed in 2010 for property 

to build a burn facility below the 911 Center was not conducive to the needs of the fire 

association.   

 She recently presented a different 12 AC piece with revisions made by Duane Hamilton, 

OEM/911 Director.  The draft is more then the association needs but would allow for additional 

terrain training and different things outside of a burn facility and have enough space to build a 

classroom training facility. 

 Commissioner Stone asked to move forward with the commission looking at leasing the 

property to the fire association and preparing an agreement with the attorneys that conforms to 

the fire associations needs and protects the county and the fire association.  After some 

discussion, it was agreed to have Commissioner Stone proceed with her request.   

 

 

C. Opioid Settlement Advisory Board 

 Commissioner Stone moved to appoint the representatives, that have confirmed, to the 

Opioid Settlement Advisory Board as outlined below with the Sheriff’s Office Representative 

and the DHHR Representative forthcoming - waiting on confirmation. Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith 

voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See below.) 

 

 Opioid Settlement Advisory Board 

1. Health Department Rep. – Dr. Fred Conley 

2. Mon Health Rep. – Dr. Lola Burke 

3. Probation Office Rep. – Crystal Thomas 

4. Community Corrections Rep. – Kasey Foy 

5. Board of Education Rep. – Lucas Tatham 

6. Public At-Large – Jesse Hale 

7. Public At-Large – Hope Uphold 

  

 

 

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action - 

A.  Change in ARPA Program Scope 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve Preston County Youth Centers change of scope 

for their ARPA request in the amount of $66,482 to be transferred to the use of fencing and 

playground equipment. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  Discussion called for. 

 

 There was a question as to whether the commission had received an actual cost of what the 

fence and playground equipment would cost just because another school had asked for funds 

for playground equipment.  She wanted to make sure all the funds were used. 

 

 Mr. Raybeck noted the change in scope does not present any challenge for the completion 

of the program at this time. 

 

 A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  

 

 



 

 
 

 

B.  Town of Newburg 

 Mr. Raybeck presented a letter from the Town of Newburg, for a Water Line Extension to 

Independence, with a request to use the $200,000 in ARPA funds, not for bid over run, but to 

fully fund the project, given the completion date for the project is supposed to be July 30, 2024.  

He says it is paramount at this point to allow the Town of Newburg be allotted the funds they 

need to get the project moving and noted an extension will still be needed by the town and 

granted by the commission because the project will not be completed in the timeline previously 

established. 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the change in scope of the ARPA project for the 

Town of Newburg to allow for the use of ARPA funding to fully fund this project.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 



 

Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Report 

 

A. Initial Internal Meeting May 3, 2024 

B. Brinks/Monitronics 2nd Floor Camera Upgrade Contract 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Technology Purchase Update 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

B. Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Funding 

       

 

 

 
 

 

 

C. Budget Revisions 

 

         

   

 

 

 



      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

D. Facilities Update 

      

 

E.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

          

   

    

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 



A. Executive Session 

                               

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:30 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                         04/23/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   



  

  


