
 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 10:30 a.m., April 3, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Smith who invited those present to join in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Hunter Thomas and 

Don Smith.   Samantha Stone was present by phone. 

 

 



 

 

        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Jennifer Graham - DP                   Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin-WV News    Mason M. Layne 

  Jeremy I. Farling     Jeremy C. Farling 

  Roy Watkins       Susan Davis      

  Melissa Hardy      Vickie Catlett 

  Mary Jennings      Deb Guillot    

  Susan Hardesty     Rosemary Bernatowicz 

  Shelly Moreland      

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Tax Correction List dtd April 3, 2024 in the 

amount of $758.58 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Apportionments – None 

 

  

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 10:31 a.m.   Shelly Mooreland, RDVIC – Proclamation – Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Proclamation proclaiming April as Sexual 

Assault Awareness Month.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

    

 

 
 

 

    10:35 a.m.  Debbie Guillot, Community Engagement Committee – Application to use Courthouse       

                         Lawn – Summer Fest Event 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Application to use the Courthouse Lawn from 

the Kingwood Community Engagement Committee for Summer Fest on Saturday, June 15, 2024 

and authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 10:40 a.m.  Susan Davis, Preston/Taylor Parents as Teachers Program – Proclamation –   

        Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to proclaim April as Child Abuse and Neglect 

             Prevention Month.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

             with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

            10:45 a.m.  Rosemary Bernatowicz, Society for Preservation of McGrew House – Lease Renewal 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to renew the Society for Preservation of McGrew 

            House’s Lease for another year.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was  

            taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Approval of Minutes – March 14, 2024 Special Session and Work Session March 19, 2024 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of March 14, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 The minutes of the work session for March 19, 2024 were not approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – March 11, 2024 thru March 15, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (ten) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 

 
   

  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – March 21, 2024 through March 27, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on March 21, 2024 thru March 27, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A.  Sheriff Pritt – Update on Financial Statements 

 Melissa Hardy, Chief Tax Deputy, presented an update on financial statements for the tax 

office.  She said Dan, from Compiled Technologies, was here today and they’re working on the 

tax distribution.  There’s a problem with Aug./Sept. 2023 that needs fixed.  She’s compiling 

information requested by the auditor and will keep the commission updated. 

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action – 

 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Lease Purchase Agreement MVFD 

    

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Lease Purchase Agreement with the 

Masontown Volunteer Fire Department pursuant to Section 146 (f) of the IRS Code of 1986 

and authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motions carried.  

(See attached.) 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

B. Facilities Report 

 

  The maintenance team is continuing to work in the Sheriff’s Office, 

            

i.  Courthouse Chiller Update 

 

     The install of the chiller is done, waiting on completion work for controls.  Should 

be done no later then Friday of this week. 

 

ii.    Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Pre-Bid Update 

 

      Very successful pre-bid meeting yesterday with 3 excellent contractors.  Bids will 

be received by April 19th, 2024. 

 

      On Friday, April 19, 2024 at 10:00 a.m., the commission will hold a Special 

Session for the bid opening and after review, a decision will be made on Tuesday, at 

the April 23rd meeting. 

 

 

 

C. Budget Revisions - none 

 

    

D.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

            

  Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 23, 2024 at 9:30 a.m.  

    

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

                               

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 11:05 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                         04/03/2024 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


