
 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., February 27, 2024 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas and Don Smith 



 

        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck, Assessor Connie Ervin and County Clerk 

Linda Huggins. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nichole Larew                    Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin-WV News    Jennifer Graham-Dominion Post 

             Jesse Hale      Roy Watkins 

  LaDeana Teets     Alex Hall 

  Jim Savage-VVA#977                         Bill Benson-VVA#977 

 

 

 Robbie Baylor, Executive Director of the Preston County Economic Development Authority 

registered her name to speak before the commission regarding the closing of Allegheny Wood Products, 

which has two facilities in Preston County. 

 

 She stated that Work Force WV has initiated a Rapid Response Team (RRT) that will be partnering 

with the EDA and the Chamber of Commerce to provide support to individuals that have lost their jobs. 

 

 The meeting will be March 5, 2024 at the Kingwood Christian Fellowship Church gym.  

  

 The RRT provides services for people who have lost their jobs.  They can help with career planning, 

job placement, unemployment claims, classroom training opportunities and stress counseling.  She said 

she has had several Preston County companies reach out to let her know they are hiring and would like to 

talk to these people.  She also noted an 8-week paid training course in Bridgeport with Mitsubishi Heavy 

Industry Corp. that trains people with sheet metal, who also has a lot of job openings. 

  

  

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 
 

 

 



 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – None 

Apportionments –None 

  

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 9:31 a.m.  LaDeana Teets, Farmland Protections – Easement Update 

  Ms. Teets presented an easement update and a request for $500 to buy food for their 

20th year farmland protection program dinner.  This request will be considered during 

budget deliberations. (See attached.) 

 

  
             

 

 

            9:40 a.m.  Bill Benson – Vietnam Veterans Chapter 977 – Application to use Courthouse Lawn 

 

   Jim Savage, President of the Vietnam Veterans of America, Preston County 

Chapter, presented the commission with a request to use the Courthouse Lawn on March 

29, 2024 at noon for the National Vietnam War Veterans Day Observance. 

 

   Commissioner Stone moved to approve the application to use the Courthouse Lawn 

March 29, 2024 for the National Observance Day of Vietnam Veterans Chapter 977.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 



 
        

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

            9:45 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Employee Hire 

   

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Amanda Stewart as a full-time 

Deputy County Clerk at a rate of $14/hr. beginning March 5, 2024 with a probationary 

period being recognized.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

   

 

  



 

 

Approval of Minutes – February 7, 2024 and 2024 Board of Equalization 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of February 7, 2024 and the 2024 Board of 

Equalization.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – February 13, 2024 thru February 15, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – February 15, 2024 through February 21, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on February 15, 2024 thru February 21, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

  

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

 

  

Old Business- Consideration and/or action –  

A. Appointment of Representative to WV First Foundation Regional Board 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to appoint Lola Burke as the County Commission 

Representative on the WV First Foundation Regional Board.  Commissioner Stone seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 



B. Opioid Settlement Funds 

i. Advisory Board 

  Commissioner Thomas recommended a 9-member board that would be the 

County’s Advisory Board to help advise the County Commission on how to best 

utilize and spend the Opioid Funds. This board would consist of one member from 

the Preston County Health Department, Mon Health, Probation Office, Community 

Corrections, Sheriff’s Office, DHHR, Board of Education and two (2) public at-large 

members. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion. Discussion called for. 

             1.  Discussed having the regional board representative, if they fit the criteria, 

to be on the board and be able to brief the advisory board. 

             2.  A non-voting commissioner does not need to be on the board. Any or all 

can attend meetings but not vote. 

                                  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes. 

           Motion carried. 

It was suggested letters of interest be submitted by March 27, 2024 for 

review; to be approved at the following weeks meeting. 

 

ii. CD Research 

  Commissioner Stone received information back from Clear Mountain Bank 

and WesBanco regarding short term CD rates for the opioid funds. She is waiting 

on additional responses from other banks.  She asked that this subject will be added 

to next week’s agenda. 

 

C. Right of Way Agreement for City of Kingwood 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the City of Kingwoods Right of Way Agreement.  

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

D. Appointment of PCEDA Board Representative from Tunnelton 

 Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Diane Bolyard to the Preston County Economic 

Development Authority Board to represent the Town of Tunnelton.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith 

voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Wade’s World of Wonder – Letter of Support 

 Nothing presented, add to agenda for next week. 

 

B. Preston County Property Safety Enforcement Agency 

 

 Tentatively set March 14, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. for a meeting with the Preston County Property 

Safety Enforcement Agency.  

 

C. WV Department of Environmental Protection REAP Dilapidated Properties Program 

 

Commissioner Thomas stated last year a program was set forth by the State Legislature to 

use ARPA funds for dilapidated buildings.  Last year a survey was done, the county qualified   

for funding, but the application was never completed so the opportunity was missed. 

 He was advised, by Director John King, that the current ordinance was not appealing to the 

grant advisory board.  It was recommended to reach out to the WV Land Use and Sustainable 

Law Clinic for assistance to look at the ordinance to determine how to improve it and adhere it 

to WV State Code.  

 

D. Aurora Volunteer Fire Dept – Letter of Good Standing 

 

 Commissioner Stone made a motion to authorize the President to sign the Letter of Support 

for the Aurora Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion 

carried. (See attached.) 



  
OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Facilities Report 

i.   Sheriff’s Update 

 Mr. Raybeck and the facilities supervisor are meeting tomorrow to go over 

the final punch list items.  The fire marshal will be here Friday at 9:00 a.m. 

 

   ii.     Courthouse Reconfiguration Project Update 

 H.E. Neumann has installed the chiller lines.  Some testing will occur this    

     week with the completion either Friday or Monday at the latest. 

 

B. Budget Revisions – None 

 

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence  

          The Mills Group has delivered a copy of the design development drawings for the 

Courthouse Remodel.  The drawings have been reviewed by the maintenance supervisor and 

the county coordinator.  There’s a question as to whether the current lighting fixtures need 

replaced with LED lighting.  President Smith gave the approval to move forward with this 

request. 

 

  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

               

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

 

 



Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

•    Commissioner Stone noted that the Wade’s World of Wonder Playground 

Property that the County Commission deeded to Preston County Parks and 

Recreation Commission, by the hospital, is in the process of being reverted back 

to the County Commission.  (The playground location was relocated.)  All 

commissioners agreed to proceed.  This will be added to next week’s agenda. 

 

•    Received a letter from the County Fire Board with an explanation of what they 

would like to do with the funds received in the amount of $124K. It stated the Fire 

Board would like to allocate those funds towards a burn building training facility. 

 

Commissioner Stone noted a master plan for this kind of structure was developed 

in 2010 to be built on county property down below the 911 Center.  She plans to 

propose it at the next fire meeting. 

 

•    Letter received from Susan Ringer regarding the Preston Farmer’s Market.  This 

will be added to the agenda for next week. 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:15 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  
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