
 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:00 a.m., February 7, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 



Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:   Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 

        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Jennifer Graham-Dominion Post               Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin – WV News    Jerry Good 

  Crystal Thomas      Judge Steve Shaffer 

  Justin Wolfe       Jesse Hale 

  Stephen DeNeui --------The Mills Group-------------- Michael Mills    

   

   

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

  

  

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – None 

Apportionments –None 

   

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:01 a.m.  Justin Wolfe, OEM/E911- Budget Revision 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision as presented by Justin Wolfe 

for OEM/E911.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

   

 

 



 

 9:03 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Appoint Ballot Commissioners, two-year terms 

  Commissioner Stone moved to appoint Linda Lilly as the Democrat Ballot Commissioner 

and Joe Williams as the Republican Ballot Commissioner for the 2024 election.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas, and 

Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 9:05 a.m.  Mills Group Courthouse Reconfiguration 

  Michael Mills and Stephen DeNeui, from the Mills Group, presented slides of the 

Courthouse Reconfiguration and the process 

 

 
 

 

 

 The Mills Group is working closely with the Supreme Court to adhere to their regulations and 

guidelines and Judge Shaffer and staff to accommodate all the needs being very conscious of maintaining 

security. 

 The historic exterior and/or core is not changing and the courthouse will not shut down for these 

renovations. (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

              Judge Shaffer noted he is working with the Supreme Court to make sure the furniture fits 

the space. 

 

 He also explained how every 8 years prior to the judicial elections the legislature looks at 

all the numbers in the state to determine the number of Judges that Circuit Court needs, and the 

number of Magistrates and Family Court Judges that are needed for the county. He gave figures 

from 2011 to show how the case loads have increased over the years to justify needing a second 

Judge in the county and how it could help save on the regional jail bill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – January 16, 2024 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of January 16, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Estate Settlements – January 23, 2024 thru January 29, 2024 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – January 25, 2024 through January 31, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on January 25, 2024 thru January 31, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 



 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – February 7, 2024 

 

MOTION TO ACCEPT AND RECORD FIDUCIARY COMMISSIONER REPORT 

  2023 Fourth Quarter Estate Status Report – dated January 15, 2024, filed by 

  Woodrow E. Turner, Fiduciary Commissioner. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION TO ACCEPT AND RECORD FIDUCIARY COMMISSIONER REPORT 

  Unprogressed Estates Status Report – dated January 18, 2024, filed by 

                        Woodrow E. Turner, Fiduciary Commissioner. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE FIDUCIARY COMMISSIONER RECOMMENDATIONS/ORDER 

  Estate of Anna M. Cline – dated January 25, 2024, filed by Hilary M. Bright, 

  Fiduciary Commissioner. 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Old Business- Consideration and/or action -  

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Chamber of Commerce request for Preston County Day Funding 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to make a contribution of $1,000. to the Chamber of Commerce 

for Preston County Day at the legislature.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Discussion 

called for.   

 There was discussion regarding whether it was worth the time and effort to attend Preston 

County Day at the legislature or if they would be better served to go down before or after the 

legislature is out of session.  

  

 After a lengthy discussion, Commissioner Thomas moved to give the Preston County 

Chamber a $500 contribution for Preston County Day.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion 

with additional discussion called for. 

             

 Commissioner Stone spoke about working with Kristie Ash to see where they can be more 

effective to maximize what they are doing in Charleston. 

 

 Nate Raybeck, County Administrator, asked if there had ever been any form of tracking 

metrics done?  A survey was suggested.  

 

 Discussions continued with the Commissioners and Assessor Connie Ervin, who believed 

her time in Charleston to be very beneficial. 

 

Commissioner Thomas called for question and a vote on the matter. A roll call vote was 

            taken with Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Commissioner Smith voted no.  Motion  

            carried. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Update Opioid Settlement Work Session 

         Mr. Raybeck described the session as a wonderfully attended and informative work 

session with a number of great ideas being discussed as they look for the best solutions for 

the people of Preston County. 

 

 

B. Sheriff’s Office Update  

        Edison Electric is officially in the building and work on the electrical boxes is continuing 

at pace.  The power will be off in the entire Sheriff’s Building this Friday.  

 

         Panhandle Cleaning and Restoration is at the punch list phase.  The facilities supervisor  

and Panhandle have arrived at a list of a separation of duties for the remaining items. PC&R 

is starting tomorrow and should be concluded by Monday, February 12th. 

 

C. Budget Revisions – 

  See budget revisions presented under the 9:01 a.m. Recognition of Scheduled 

Appointments with Justin Wolfe, OEM/E911. 

 

 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 9:54 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 
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