
 

 

 
 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., January 30, 2024 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:   Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas and Don Smith. 

 



        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nicole Larew     Josh Waugh                Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin     Jennifer Graham   Carl Ervin  

  Sara Saurino                  Wendy Madden   Robbie Baylor 

  Susan Mitter   

   

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

  

  

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

Apportionments –None 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 10:31 a.m.  Rachelle Thorn, PCPaRC Commissioners – Request for funding 

  Sara Saurino spoke on behalf of Rachelle Thorn, with a request of $9,900 for labor 

costs to repair the end of the WV Northern Rail Trail that was washed out during a storm. 

The only quote was from Browns Mill Excavating. 

  Commission Thomas asked her to acquire two (2) additional quotes to be sure she 

is getting the best price.   In the meantime, the commission will look for the funds. 

 

  The second request was for approval to extend the completion date of the Tunnelton 

Linear Park due to supply chain issues on backorder.  She requested the date extension to 

March 31, 2024 but after some discussion it was decided to change the date to May 31st, 

2024 to be on the safe side. 

   

 

 

 

            10:35 a.m.  Robbie Baylor, Preston County EDA – Request to Release FY24 Funds and Supporting   

       Documents 

  

  Commissioner Smith recognized Robbie Baylor, PCEDA with a request to release    

      the 2024 funds that were allocated to the Preston County Economic Development  

Authority, in the budget, in the amount of $30,000 and updated the commission on     

various projects the EDA is working on. (See attached.) 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

            10:40 a.m. Connie Ervin, Assessor – Employee Hires 

 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the hire of Joshua Waugh for employment within 

the Assessors Office to begin Feb.1, 2024, to be paid from the Assessors Valuation Fund at a rate 

of $34K/yr. with benefits, contingent upon a 3-month probationary period and to become 

permanent on April 22, 2024.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

  
 

 

  Assessor Ervin also mentioned the name of Kelly Reed as an individual that will replace 

Delores Riggs as part-time extra help in the future. 



 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – January 9, 2024 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of January 9, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Estate Settlements – January 16, 2024 thru January 17, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 
  

 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – January 18, 2024 through January 24, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on January 18, 2024 thru January 24, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 



 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action -  

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Retention Letter Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, Brown & Poe 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the retention letter between the Preston County 

Commission and Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, Brown & Poe and authorize the President to sign.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A.  Update on Forthcoming Meetings 

i.  Board of Equalization meetings 

 

 Thursday, February 1, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday, February 7, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. (State of WV Minerals) 

 Tuesday, February 13, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Friday, February 16, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

      All meetings are held in the County Commission Meeting Room and will 

require appointments if members of the public wish to be heard. 

 

                                   ii.     Budget timeline 

        

  Worksheets for budget year 2024-2025 will be distributed to all office 

                                            holders no later than the 20th of February and due back from office holders to 

                                            the bookkeeper no later than the 29th of February. 

              Open budget meetings with elected officials will run all day on Monday,  

         March 18th.  Post meeting on Tuesday, March 19, 2024 and if needed, all day 

         on Wednesday, March 20th.  Then the budget will be tentatively approved at 

         the commission meeting on Tuesday, March 26th and must be to the auditors 

         office in Charleston by the deadline on Thursday, March 28, 2024. 

      

                                  iii.     Opioid Settlement Work Session 

 

    The Opioid Settlement Work Session is scheduled for February 1, 2024 at  

                                            11:30 a.m. in the Commission Meeting Room. 

 

B. Revised Travel Policy 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the new travel policy for training and 

conferences as presented by the county administrator effective today, January 30, 2024.  

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

C. Facilities Update 

i.  Sheriff’s Office 

 Handles are up, painting the steps in the basement now. Covers over open 

electrical boxes is proceeding in the basement. Touch-ups and cleaning with a 

walk-thru to develop a final punch list coming sometime soon. 

 

 Edison Electric – materials should be here on site on Friday, February 2, 

2024 with installation starting Monday with a target completion date of Friday, 

February 9, 2024. 

 

 

                                    ii.     Mills Group Proposal for Courthouse Reconfiguration 

    Heading to the next phase which is the bidding process. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the contract with the Mills Group 

to handle the Courthouse Reconfiguration on the second floor for the price tag of 

$55K and authorize the President of the Preston County Commission to sign.  

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

D.  Budget Revisions- none 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

   

    

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

                               

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 11:35 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                         01/30/2024 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


