
 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., February 20, 2024 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 



 

 

Commissioner Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas and Don Smith 

 

        

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was County Administrator Nate Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

  

  The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

  Nicole Larew                    Deanna Lively 

              Jacob Martin-WV News    Jennifer Graham-Dominion Post 

  Susan Ringer      Jesse Hale 

  Angie Pase      David Cooper 

  Roy Watkins      Kevin Likens 

 

  No other persons registered before the meeting to address the commission. 

  

  

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

       

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

 

  Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the Tax Correction List as presented by 

the Assessor dtd February 20, 2024 in the amount of $64,372.44.  Commissioner Stone seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting yes.  

Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

Apportionments –None 

  



 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 9:31 a.m.  Susan Ringer – Farmers Market Update – Permission to use McGrew Property 

  Susan Ringer, Market Master, with the Preston Farmers Market, came before the 

commission with a request to use the McGrew House Property for the farmers market again 

this year and a request to expand the market dates to begin May 18th and run thru October 

26th, with the exception of the Buckwheat Festival. 

 

The commission requested a letter stating the intent and dates the market will run 

and proof of insurance.  The request will be placed on a future agenda for approval. 

 

 

             

            9:40 a.m.  Angie Pase – Tucker Community Foundation – “Run For It” Funding Request 

 

   Angie Pase, Development Director and Coordinator for “Run For It” this year and 

Bradley Cooper presented information specific to how this program has impacted Preston 

County and how the foundation also helps represent Preston County outside of Run For It. 

   Today she again asks for a pledge of $3,500 and for the commissioners to encourage 

any non-profit organizations in Preston County that needs to raise funds to register and 

participate. 

   She noted this year is scheduled for Saturday, September 28, 2024 at 11:00 a.m. 

 For additional information see attached. 

 

   This request will be considered later during budget deliberations. 

 

 
        

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

     9:45 a.m.  Connie Ervin – Budget Revisions 

  Commissioner Stone moved to approve the budget revision as presented by Assessor 

Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioner Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – January 30, 2024 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Minutes of January 30, 2024.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 



 

 

Estate Settlements – February 7, 2024 thru February 9, 2024 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 

 

  

  

 Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – February 8, 2024 through February 14, 2024 

 

Under New Business Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on February 8, 2024 thru February 14, 2024 

inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 

exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  



 

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action -  

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Monitronics Contract Sheriff’s Office NVR 

 Commissioner Stone moved to approve the contract between the Preston County 

Commission and Monitronics International Inc. for the System Modification Authorization 

authorizing the President to sign in the amount of $3,231.12.  Commissioner Thomas seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting 

yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

B. Opioid Settlement Funds 

a. Advisory Board 

 There was discussion of having a well-rounded board and who could be on the  

Advisory Board.  Commissioner Thomas suggested member/s from the DHHR, FRN, 

Board of Education, Sheriff’s Department, Probation Office, Preston Memorial Hospital, 

Health Department and Health Right and a couple of At-large positions open to 

community members, with the committee consisting of perhaps 9 members. 

  

b. CD Research 

 Commissioner Stone is working on gathering CD rates from local banks for the 

above-mentioned funds. 

 

 

C. Fire Protection Fund 

  Nichole Larew stated she has a letter ready to be approved at the Thursday fire department 

meeting. 



 

D. Courthouse Water Intrusion 

 Commissioner Thomas discussed the courthouse ground floor water intrusion problem, a 

problem that has been an issue for several years, which has become increasingly worse.  He 

said it was not only a cosmetic issue but was also causing major damage to the courthouse 

foundation and has caused unhealthy working conditions for the employees. 

 He asked to begin conversation with the engineers from The Mills Group to research and 

find a solution to fix the problem.  Administrator Raybeck noted a dated rough quote is already 

available to address the exterior problem. 

 There was also discussion of a water intrusion issue in the basement of the Sheriff’s Office 

that needs attention as well. 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – consideration and/or action - None 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Smith recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Right of Way Agreement for City of Kingwood 

  This Right of Way and Perpetual Easement is to erect, construct, install and lay a line 

of pipe, manholes and other devises for public sewage system. The Prosecuting Attorney has 

reviewed the document and signed off on the proposal.  The agreement includes a map of the 

proposed location of the sewer line.   

  No action was taken.  Tabled to old business for next week.  

 

 

B. Arthurdale Heritage, Inc. – Letter of Support  

  

          Commissioner Stone made a motion to authorize the President to sign the Letter of 

Support for the Arthurdale Heritage Inc. application to the 2024 Saving Historic Places grant 

program to restore and rehabilitate the Arthurdale Elementary School with the intent of 

creating a daycare facility for both children and senior citizens in Preston County.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone, Thomas, and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 



C. Facilities Update 

a. Sheriff’s Office 

• Final item on Panhandles list is a walk thru from the fire marshal 

• All other work is for county maintenance personnel to do 

• Final billing – need a certificate of completion to release additional funding 

 

b. Courthouse Chiller Project 

  Courthouse chiller has been removed and H.E. Neumann is installing the new one 

now with a completion time expected to be the end of the week. 

   

 

D.  Budget Revisions- 

   See 9:45 a.m. Recognition of Scheduled Appointments above with Connie Ervin. 

 

E.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

   

    

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

               

 At 10:21 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for personnel matters.  

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Stone 

and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 Those in attendance for the session were:   Nate Raybeck, Samantha Stone, Don Smith, Hunter 

Thomas, and Kevin Likens. 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION         

 

 At 10:40 a.m., Kevin Likens came out of Executive Session.       

 

 At 10:45 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to come out of Executive Session and reenter Open 

Session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 President Smith advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

 

Commissioners Comments  

  At 10:45 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Smith declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 
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