
  

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., December 12, 2023 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

 



Recognition of Public 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Jacob Martin – WV News, PCN&J          

               Nichole Larew    Deanna Lively 

  Cannon Wadsworth-GST  Clark Nicklow 

  Duane Hamilton                                 Justin Wolfe 

  Roy Watkins    Melissa Hardy  

   

  

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

Assessor’s Office -  

Tax Correction List - None 

 Apportionments – None 

  

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Justin Wolfe and Duane Hamilton, OEM-E911-Approval EMPG Award Document and 

       Employee Hire 

 

  The EMPG Award Document approval postponed until next week 

 

         Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of William A. Walker III for 

Preston County E-911/OEM as part-time temporary help for IT purposes with a pay of 

$24/hr. effective December 18, 2023.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 



  

9:35 a.m.  Connie Ervin, Assessor – Cybersecurity Grant information 

 

  Assessor Connie Ervin and Cannon Wadsworth with Global Science and 

Technology Inc. provided information to the commission for a Cyber Security Grant that’s 

available to give counties and cities the ability to protect critical infrastructure. GSI would 

assist the Assessor’s Office if the grant was received. 

               

 

 

 

 

 Approval of Minutes – November 21, 2023 and November 28, 2023 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the Minutes of November 21, 2023 and 

November 28, 2023. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

   

Estate Settlements – November 27, 2023 thru December 1, 2023 

 Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having  

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

  

 
 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation/Clerk’s Fiduciary Report – November 30, 2023 thru December 6, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on November 30, 2023 thru December 6, 2023 inclusive, and 

to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

 

  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report –  

 

 
Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. County Vehicle and Taxable Employee Benefits Policies 

 The policies have been reviewed by the prosecuting attorney and county 

coordinator.  Any new suggestions/recommendations should be submitted to 

Commissioner Thomas for the final policy to be placed on the agenda for approval next 

week. 

 

B. Engagement Letter for Everhart, Brown & Devall LC – Research County Real Estate 

       Commissioner Thomas presented a letter to the law firm of Everhart, Brown & 

Devall for the research of 5 or 6 pieces of property owned by the County Commission.  

The cost for this service is $200/hr. 

        A paralegal, from the assessor’s office, researched the (some to be 100 year old 

plus) deeds but the language was so complicated that it was recommeneded that a 

professional, experienced in real estate, look at the deeds for their interpretation of the 

language to determine who owns the properties.                             

        After some discussion, Commissioner Smith asked, because he has experience 

with map research, to do some digging first to see what he can find.  Commissioner 

Thomas asked for this to be placed  on the agenda for next week. 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – Consideration and/or action - None 

 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. December 26, 2023 Regular Session Meeting Cancelled 

   

B. Tentative 2024 Board of Equalization and Review Schedule 

   

 
 



 

C. SOQ Mills Group Contract 

        Mr. Raybeck presented a contract establishing the Mills Group Inc. as the on-call 

architectural consultant for the Preston County Commission for a period of three years 

effective January 1st, 2024, renewable at the end of the period. 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the AIA Contract between the 

Preston County Commission and the Mills Group and authorize the President to sign. 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

D. Facilities Updates 

a. Sheriff’s Office/Change Orders 

 

 Work on the floors on the second floor and stairwell starts today with 

the hope it will be complete by the end of next week.  This week additional 

layers of paint will be happening in the basement to the floor and on the 

walls to clear up some spots noticed. 

 

 Mr. Raybeck presented change order #11, for a credit, in the amount 

of $855.89 for the replacement of the carpet and baseboards downstairs with 

epoxy and base coat. 

 

 He also presented change order #12, for a credit, in the amount of 

$3,448.88 for all the existing second floor hallway flooring, materials and 

labor and all flooring materials and labor for the three offices on the second 

floor.  In total, Panhandle will be crediting us $4,304.77. 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to accept Change Order #11 for 

a credit of $855.89 and authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve Change Order #12 

in the amount of $3,448.88 and authorize the President to sign.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas, and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. Budget Revisions  

a.  Paycom, Inc. – Payment for the Paycom software in the amount of $16,320 

which represents both the $4,260 on boarding fee plus the $12,060 payroll 

fee for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision for 

Paycom’s initial payment to Paycom for payroll for the period of February 

thru June 2024 in the amount of $16,320.  Commissioner Smith seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 



 
 

 
 

 

 

F. Miscellaneous Correspondence - None 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

   

 At 10:11 a.m., President Stone made a motion to go into Executive Session for personnel.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 Those in attendance for the Executive Session were Commissioners Don Smith, Samantha 

Stone, Hunter Thomas, Clark Nicklow-Mapping & Addressing, Duane Hamilton-OEM/E911 

Director, Justin Wolfe-OEM/E911 Asst. Director and Administrator Nate Raybeck. 

 

 

      EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 At 10:54 a.m., Commissioner Smith made a motion to come out of Executive Session and 

reenter open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 President Stone advised no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

  

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

Information -  

 

A.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners’ Comment  

  

 At 10:59 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                 12/12/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


