
  

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., December 5, 2023 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

Recognition of Public 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Jacob Martin – WV News, PCN&J          

               Nichole Larew    Deanna Lively 

  Mario Manos-Paycom Inc  Melissa Hardy 

  Sheriff Paul Pritt   Judge Steve Shaffer   



   

  

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

Assessor’s Office -  

Tax Correction List - None 

 Apportionments – None 

  

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Mario Manos, Paycom – Contract Document 

       After much discussion with other county offices in the state and amongst themselves, 

along with input from the county clerk, Commissioner Thomas moved that the County 

Commission pay for the set-up cost for Paycom’s initial investment cost of $4,259.79, 

out of contracted services and pay the estimated additional bi-monthly fee, until next 

fiscal year, of $1,204.59 out of contingencies.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

9:35 a.m.  Melissa Hardy, Chief Tax Deputy – Open 3 Checking Accounts and  

      Sheriff Pritt – Employee Hire 

 

  Melissa Hardy, Chief Tax Deputy presented the commission with documents for 3 

                  new accounts opened at Clear Mountain Bank for: the EMS Salary Enhancement Fund,  

                  County Fire Protection Fund and the Opioid Settlement Fund.  These documents were   

                  presented for signatures. 

 

 

    Sheriff Pritt presented a new employee hire for the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

              Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the hiring of Edwin C. Harper as a  

                  Utility Officer for the Preston County Sheriff’s Department with a start date of today, 

                  December 5, 2023 at a rate of $14/hr.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A 

                  roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  

                  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  

 
 



 

 

 Approval of Minutes – November 14, 2023 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the Minutes of November 14, 2023.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

   

Estate Settlements – November 2, 2023 thru November 2, 2023 

 Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having  

filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 

or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation/Clerk’s Fiduciary Report – November 23, 2023 thru November 29, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on November 23, 2023 thru November 29, 2023 inclusive, and 

to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 



 

 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

 

OEM Central Garage Report – Consideration and/or action - None 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 

 President Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. December 26, 2023 Regular Session Meeting Cancelled 

   

B.  Supreme Court Courthouse Reconfiguration Plan 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the changes made by the WV 

Supreme Court to the already approved reconfiguration plan for the second floor of the 

Courthouse to accommodate a second judge.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone 

voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. WVCFIA Grant Award Documents 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the funding assistance contract between 

the WV Courthouse Facilities Improvement Authority and the Preston County 

Commission and the recipient check list and authorize the President of the County 

Commission to sign two documents for each.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone 

voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

D. Facilities Updates 

• Things progressing nicely with the third floor in its final cleaning 

• Panhandle is currently in the basement working on cleaning and preparing for 

the epoxy 

• Tread for stairs need completed 

• Electrical-working on an update from Edison 

 

E. Budget Revisions - None 

F. Miscellaneous Correspondence - None 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

Information -  

 

A.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners’ Comment  

  

 At 10:09 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                 12/05/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


