
 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., November 7, 2023 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

 



 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Jacob Martin – WV News, PCN&J          

               Nichole Larew    Deanna Lively 

  Duane Hamilton-OEM/E911   

   

 

David L. Watson, CEC Inc., Prentiss Taylor Jr. and Rita Nicholson, Town of Tunnelton registered 

their attendance prior to the meeting to address the Commission regarding a Fortney Road water line 

extension for the Town of Tunnelton, which is a 7- mile stretch needing water service because of bad wells, 

iron in the water or the wells have gone dry and they are having to haul water. 

Mr. Watson developed a cost estimate with the construction amount of $110K and the Engineering 

Permits costing $33K for a total of $143K.  The ask was for the $33K for the engineers to begin with the 

design. 

Commissioners recommended they also speak with the PCEDA, Region VI and agreed to look at 

coordinating different people to the table to assist. 

 

 

 
 



 

  

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

Assessor’s Office - None 

Tax Correction List - None 

 Apportionments – None 

  

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/911-Fuel Account Update and Budget Revision 

    

           Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the change from WEX to FleetCor and authorize 

the President of the County Commission to sign this agreement effective today.  Commissioner 

Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and 

Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 



           Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision as presented by Duane 

Hamilton, OEM/E911 Director.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 Approval of Minutes – October 17, 2023 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the Minutes of October 17, 2023.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

   

Estate Settlements – None 

  

Proceedings in Vacation/Clerk’s Fiduciary Report – October 26, 2023 thru November 1, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on October 26, 2023 thru November 1, 2023 inclusive, and to 

approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

 

 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

 

A. Approval of Travel Reimbursement Policy 

          Mr. Raybeck explained the basic motion here is the reimbursement for travel and 

training from conferences will be paid for based on the U.S. General Service Administration 

per diem rates for the location of the duty and stated that Commissioner Smith would be 

taking the lead on writing this. 

           Commissioner Smith noted it makes the process easier for the accounting department 

and less paperwork for the employee. This change will become effective December 1, 2023. 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – Consideration and/or action - None 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 

 President Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. Employee Hire – Animal Shelter 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the hire of Teresa Boylan.        

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.)

 

 
 

B.  ALICE Update 

 

 Mr. Raybeck updated the commission on ALICE Training and advised that the 

annual contract is for $3,698.50 per year for 110 licenses and calculated that as 

$11,095.50 over a 3- year term and determined it to be a little pricey. 

 He also spoke with Jeff Harvey, JH Consulting about alternatives to the ALICE 

Training.  He was given the name of Tim Curry, Director of Emergency Management 

for the City of Bridgeport to discuss Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response 

Training as a “free” alternative to ALICE Training  



 

 

C. Facilities Updates 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve this change order #10 from Panhandle 

Cleaning and Restoration for electrical receptors in the mail room, which is an 

expansion, in the amount of $1,730.76 and authorize the President of the Preston County 

Commission to sign.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

  

 
 

 

 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

• Reminder – The second work session for the EMS Contract discussion will 

be Wednesday, November 8, 2023 from 6 – 7:30 p.m. in the commission            

meeting room. 

• Courthouse Facilities Improvement Grant in the amount of $100K was 

recently approved. 

 



  

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

A. Executive Session 

 

 At 10:06 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for Legal 

Matters.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioner Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 Those in attendance for the Executive Session:  Don Smith, Hunter Thomas, 

Samantha Stone, Nate Raybeck and Jay Shay. 

 

 

    EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 At 10:34 a.m., Commissioner Smith moved to come out of Executive Session and 

reenter open session.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioner Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to direct Prosecuting Attorney, Jay Shay to 

respond to this discrimination complaint filed to us by the West Virginia Human Rights 

Commission.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

Information -  

 

A.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners’ Comment  

  

 At 10:39 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 
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