
                                                                          

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., October 24, 2023 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Hunter 

Thomas and Samantha Stone. Commissioner Smith was absent. 



 

  

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Steve Santilli – WV News          

               Nichole Larew    Deanna Lively 

  Justin Wolfe-OEM/E911  Lisa Leishman 

   

   

   

No one registered their attendance prior to the meeting to address the Commission:           

 

   

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

Assessor’s Office  

Tax Correction List - None 

 Apportionments – None 

  

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Justin Wolfe, OEM/E911 Employee Hire & Document Signatures 

 

   Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Ravyn S. VanVleet as a 

Regular Part-time 911 Public Safety Dispatcher for Preston County E-911 effective 

immediately.  Ms. Van Vleet will start at $17. /hr. with pro-rated benefits.  Commissioner 

Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 

Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 



 

         Commissioner Thomas moved to authorize the President of the County Commission 

to sign the EMPG 2021 Grant.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9:35 a.m.  Lisa Leishman, Circuit Clerk, Budget Revision & Request for Additional Staff 

 

  Circuit Clerk Lisa Leishman presented budget revisions needed for her office. This 

budget revision will be considered after other budget revisions are presented. 

 

  Ms. Leishman also expressed interest in hiring additional staff for the Circuit Clerk’s 

Office and stated the last time additional staff was added to the Circuit Clerk’s Office was 

June 29, 2007 and explained that the last hire was asked by Judge Shaffer to be in the 

courtroom during all the hearings and when a second judge is hired in 2025 if he requests a 

clerk then her office will be down two deputies.  There was discussion. 

  Commissioner Thomas offered to discuss the request and get back to her. 

 

 

 Approval of Minutes – September 26, 2023, October 2, 2023 (Special Session) and October 3, 2023 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the minutes of September 26, 2023, October 2, 

2023 (Special Session) and October 3, 2023.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

   

Estate Settlements – October 10, 2023 thru October 13, 2023 

 Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having 

been filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no 

exceptions or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 

Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 



 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation/Clerk’s Fiduciary Report – October 12, 2023 thru October 18, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on October 12, 2023 thru October 18, 2023 inclusive, and to 

approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 
 

Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and 

Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 



Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

Old Business - Consideration and/or action 

A. JH Consulting Agreement 

 Mr. Raybeck received an Agreement from JH Consulting and explained that 

Prosecuting Attorney Shay reviewed it and only one simple revision needed made 

before it can be approved.  Subject carried over to next week. 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A.  Emergency Response Plan (ERP) Non-binding Agreement with Panhandle Cleaning 

& Restoration 

     The agreement signing was tabled until next week.  This will give the Prosecutor 

Shay the time to review it and Commissioner Smith will be back then. 

 

 

OEM Central Garage Report – Consideration and/or action  

 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 

 President Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. Resolution for Operation Green Light for Veterans 

  

     Commissioner Thomas moved to declare the Week of November 6-12, 2023 as 

Operation Light for Veterans and authorize the commission to sign.  Commissioner 

Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.)  

 

 
 

 

 



B.  VOCA Budget Revision 

 Nathan Raybeck presented budget revisions needed for the VOCA Grant, October 

2023 – July, 2024. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the budget revisions that have 

been presented today by Lisa Leishman, Circuit Clerk and Nathan Raybeck, County 

Administrator.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioner Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Terra Alta Water Treatment Plant Reallocation of ARPA Funds 

 

 Administrator Raybeck explained the ask for a necessary change in the ARPA Fund 

allocation for the Water Tower Demolition and Replacement Project.  The request is to 

move $16,500 of the ARPA dedicated $500K, from the commission, for “the sole 

purpose of demolition and replacement of a water tower” to address the issue the town 

is having with their underground well that provides water to the water treatment plant. 

 

 He presented a quote from Wayne’s Water ‘n’ Wells for the project and stated the 

reason the ARPA funds are needed for this request is that the other committed project 

funds listed are not available until the first quarter of 2024 and once said funds become 

available the $16,500 being reallocated for the emergency situation will be covered by 

the remaining funds. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve Terra Alta Water Treatment Plant 

reallocation of ARPA Funds in the amount of $16,500.  Commissioner Stone seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas and Stone voting 

yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

D. Work Session Update – EMS Contract 

 Last Thursday the commission had a productive work session on the EMS Services 

Contract where they reviewed and edited sections of the contract.  The next work session 

to continue the editing and revision process will be Wednesday, November 8, 2023 at 

6:00 p.m. in the meeting room. 

 

 



 

E. Facilities Updates 

 

November 8th will be the official start date of the new Facilities Supervisor, 

Kevin Likens. 

 

 

The first change order #9 for $21,766.89 is the required electrical code 

upgrades and mandated by the fire marshal. 

 

The second change order is for additional receptacles and lighting estimates 

and is not required by the fire marshal.  Since the change orders were presented 

yesterday, Mr. Raybeck recommended to hold off on change order #10 ($19,266.89) 

until further discussions can be had with the full commission. 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve change order #9 from Panhandle 

Cleaning and Restoration for the Preston County Sheriff’s Office and authorize 

Samantha Stone, the President of the Commission to sign.  Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Thomas and 

Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

  

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

F. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Executive Session 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

Information -  

 

A.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners’ Comment  

 At 10:03 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 
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