
 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., September 19, 

2023 in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 



Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Steve Santilli – WV News 

  Deanna Lively               Duane Hamilton-OEM/911           

               Roy Watkins    Connie Kimble-PCAO 

  Stacy Greaser 

 

No one registered their attendance prior to the meeting to address the Commission:           

 

   

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

Assessor’s Office – Tax Correction List –  

 Connie Kimble presented a Tax Correction List in the amount of $3,441.28 and Apportionments 

from the Assessor’s Office for approval. 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Tax Correction List dtd September 19, 2023 in 

the amount of $3,441.28.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 



 

Apportionments – 

           Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the apportionments listed by the Assessor for 

Michelle L and Leaman D. Canup and Brian N and Danielle M. Bishoff.  Commissioner Thomas seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  

  

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

9:31 a.m.  Stacy Greaser, Victim Advocate – National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims 

Proclamation 

  Commissioner Thomas read the Proclamation. 

 

  Commissioner Smith made a motion to Proclaim the National Day of Remembrance 

for Murder Victims on September 25th.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A 

roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 



 

 

9:35 a.m. Linda Huggins, Daughters of the American Revolutionary War – Proclamation – 

Constitution Week 

 

   County Clerk Linda Huggins read the Proclamation. 

 

   Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Daughters of the American  

Revolutionary War Proclamation for Constitution Week – September 17 thru September 23, 

2023 and authorize the Preston County Commission to sign.  Commissioner Smith seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting 

yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached). 

 

 
 

 

 

 9:40 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Vehicle Purchase 

    

  President Stone recognized Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 with a request to purchase a 2023 

Chevy Tahoe to be used as a K-9 Unit to replace the vehicle driven by Deputy Childers which was 

totaled from a fallen tree back in April. The cost of the vehicle is $59,017.07 which is the base price 

of $47,799.00, plus the upfit cost minus the insurance for the totaled vehicle. (See attached). 

 

  After some discussion, Commissioner Smith noted that the commission has already 

budgeted for 2 vehicles and since there is no way to tell when those vehicles will be available, it 

was agreed by the commission to buy this vehicle now and figure out how to pay for the other two 

when the time comes and if the money isn’t available then one vehicle won’t be purchased.  

 

 



 
  

 



 

   

 Approval of Minutes – September 5, 2023 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the minutes of September 5, 2023.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

  

 

  

Estate Settlements – September 5, 2023 thru September 7, 2023 

            Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having 

been filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no 

exceptions or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

  

 
 

 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

  

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – September 7, 2023 thru September 13, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on September 7, 2023 thru September 13, 2023 inclusive, and 

to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 



 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  



 

 

Facility Manager’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

A. Update Panhandle/Sheriff’s Building 

 Things are moving along as scheduled with Panhandle. 

B. Update Annex Sewer 

 The City of Kingwood Sewer is working diligently on the problem.  The issue was located 

in the middle of Route 7, no timeline of when it will be fixed. 

 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. Approve WVCFIA Grant Proposal 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to authorize the President to sign the letter to 

SHPO dtd September 19, 2023.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.) 

  

 
 

 

 

B. Approve Development of a Request for Qualification (RFQ) 

   

      Commissioner Smith made a motion to sign the Letter of Proposal for Concept 

Design in the amount of $12,500 and authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas, and Stone voting yes. Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

   



 
  

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

      Administrator Raybeck explained the Second Phase of the Grant Application as the 

approval of the entire grant package that is still being assembled in terms of the required 

photographs, the signature page and additional letters of support.  The Second Phase will 

be completed during the next commission meeting on September 26th.  It is at this time that 

the bidding process will begin. This is needed to secure the $100K in funding towards the 

$480,700 needed for the renovation of the courthouse. 

 

 

 Administrator Raybeck also presented a sample advertisement (from the City of 

Buckhannon) for the Statement of Qualification and a copy of WV Code that describes the 

procurement process for architectural and engineering services.  

 

        Mr. Raybeck requested approval from the county commission to develop a 

request for qualification for an architectural engineering task order contract that would 

allow the county to select a team that would be on call and quickly respond to consulting 

needs.  The commissioners gave a thumbs up to move forward. 

 

 

 

C. Employee Hire 

 The Facility Supervisor Position will be reposted.  All interested parties are 

encouraged to apply. 

  

 

 

 

D. Budget Revision-  

 

       Administrator Raybeck presented budget revisions for a check received from the 

insurance company for flood related services in the amount of $144,000. 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the budget revision as presented.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas, and Stone voting yes. Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 A letter, from the Governor’s Office, was received discussing the portion of the “all 

county” fire protection fund that will be received.  Of the $3M fund, Preston County 

will receive $57,750.22.  Mr. Raybeck stated once the funds are received, they will be 

distributed to the fire departments as quickly as possible. 

 

 Commissioner Smith noted that because the county will have a levy in place, a 

second round of funds will be distributed in the future, not sure of the amount or when. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas added the funds will be open to all Emergency Services, not 

just fire departments. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Executive Session 

 

     

 



 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

Information -  

 

A.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

Commissioners’ Comment  

 There was some discussion regarding bills for fringe benefits, which is a federal law regarding 

 non-monetary items that are counted as income, that have not been providing informational sheets.  

It was noted from here on out the bills will be removed. Working on vehicle fringe benefits as well. 

 

 At 10:15 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  
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                      ---oOo--- 

 

                  09/19/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  



  


