
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., September 5, 2023 

in the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

 



  

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Steve Santilli – WV News   

                        Connie Ervin-Assessor  Duane Hamilton-OEM/911 

  Nicole Larew             Joe Larue 

  Deanna Lively    Lisa Leishman – Circuit Clerk 

  Melissa Hardy    Justin Wolfe-OEM/911          

               

No one registered their attendance prior to the meeting to address the Commission:           

 

   

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

Assessor’s Office – Nothing at this time 

Tax Correction List –  

Apportionments – 

  

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  Lisa Leishman, Circuit Clerk – Employee Hire 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Mary E. Likens to fill the full-time 

position as a Deputy Circuit Clerk to be effective September 18, 2023 @ $13.31 per hour.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached). 

  

 
 

 

 9:35 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Payroll Adjustment 

 

  At 9:34 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for personnel 

matters.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   



  Those in attendance for the Executive Session were: Nate Raybeck, Hunter Thomas, Don 

Smith, Samantha Stone, Justin Wolfe and Duane Hamilton. 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

  At 9:41 a.m., Commissioner Thomas made a motion to come out of Executive Session and 

reenter open session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

  President Stone advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

   

 

   Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve and accept the salary adjustment for 

Moriah Moury, for a $.35 per hour reduction in pay for change of duties.  Commissioner Thomas 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone 

voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

   

 Approval of Minutes – Nothing at this time 

 

  

Estate Settlements – August 21, 2023 thru August 25, 2023 

          Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having 

been filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no 

exceptions or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

  

 
 

 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 



  

Proceedings in Vacation – August 24, 2023 thru August 30, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on August 24, 2023 thru August 30, 2023 inclusive, and to 

approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 

 
 

 



 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and 

Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report –  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE FIDUCIARY COMMISSIONER RECOMMENDATION/ORDER, 

September 5, 2023 

Estate of Daniel Aaron Wolfe – dated August 22, 2023 filed by Woodrow E. Turner, Fiduciary 

Commissioner. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

A. Approve Order Addressing Monthly Financial Statement 

 Commissioner Smith moved to approve and authorize the President to sign this order.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  Discussion called for. 

 There was discussion amongst the Commissioners, County Clerk Linda Huggins and Chief 

Tax Deputy regarding the understanding of when the order would begin.  

  Melissa Hardy noted that neither she nor the Sheriff have a copy of the order to know what 

the order says. 

 Commissioner Stone stated the Order recites the code and puts the date of the 10th into place 

for moving forward for financial statements and gives them the authority to take action. Not taking 

any action, just putting the order into place. 

 Ms. Hardy stated the comment was made that this has nothing to do with the past, it’s just 

moving forward.  She said she couldn’t move forward until she got what’s past. 

 Commissioner Thomas said they understand the situation and will be lenient but they are 

saying moving forward so they never get into this situation again. 

            The commissioners were in agreement that things were moving forward in a positive 

direction, not caught up yet, but moving in the right direction. 

 A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

 

Facility Manager’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

A. Update Panhandle/Sheriff’s Building 

 Facilities Manager, Joe Larue, said things were moving along nicely. Breaker boxes have 

been ordered and will be replaced as soon as possible.  All the electrical on the first has been 

upgraded and old wiring in the ceiling has been removed.  All lights on the first floor are 

working, receptacles are being replaced, main floor painting is complete  

and some floor tiles were reglued.   

 

 Later in the meeting, Mr. Larue updated the commission on a recent event from the Sheriff’s 

Office and stated that due to recent accusations made about unsafe electrical conditions, the 

State Fire Marshal made a surprise visit to the Sheriff’s Office this morning and found “No” 

situations, problems or dangers to any employees at the Sheriff’s Office. The fire marshal 

representative assured the deputies that although progress is slow, everything was up to code 

and looking great. 

  

 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. H.E. Neumann Co – Maintenance Agreement for Building Environment Systems 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve and authorize the President to sign 

the Maintenance Agreement for Building Environmental Systems with H.E. Neumann 

Company in the amount of $9,250.00 per year.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting 

yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached). 



 

 
 

 



 

B. PSD #1 Expansion – Updated Schedule 

    The Public Hearing has been moved to Monday, September 11, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. in 

the Preston County Commission Meeting Room. 

 

C. Budget Revision- none 

 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

 

  

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Executive Session 

 

    At 10:00a.m., Commissioner Thomas made a motion to go into Executive Session for 

personnel matters.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

    Those in attendance for the Executive Session were Commissioners Don Smith, Hunter 

Thomas and Samantha Stone and Administrator Nate Raybeck. 

 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

    At 10:03 a.m., Commissioner Thomas made a motion to come out of Executive Session.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

    President Stone advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

  

 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

Commissioners’ Comment  

 There was discussion regarding updating the county reimbursement rate policy.  Commissioner 

Smith offered to write a policy letter for the commission to send to department heads. All commissioners 

were in agreement. 

 

 

 At 10:13 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 
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