
 

 

 

 

 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., August 29, 2023 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 



 

  

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP        Deanna Lively          Justin Wolfe-OEM/911            

J.G. Rodeheaver        Mary Rodeheaver              Ryan Pauley 

 Charles Cline         Curtis T. Stiles           Phyllis Royce 

 Arlene McElroy                   Samuel Hess          Justin Knotts   

 Tonya Myers         Thomas Mitter          Judge Steve Shaffer 

 Griffen P. Haun        Brandon Hovatter                     William McNair 

 Mark Lewis         Melissa Hardy          Mike Marley 

 Allen Stockett         Erik Mace                                 Ryan Deal 

 Susan Mitter         Ryan Hess-Mills Group            Stephen DeNeui-Mills Group  

        

                          

               

No one registered their attendance prior to the meeting to address the Commission:           

 

   

 

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – Heasley Keith A & Kelly A, Real Estate; Valley Farm Products Inc., Personal 

Property 

  

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Tax Correction List dtd August 29, 

 2023 in the amount of $1,162.26 as presented by the Assessor.   Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

 motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

 carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 

Apportionments –none 

  

 

  



Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  Connie Ervin, Assessor – New Hire 

 

  Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the employment of Lori Rankin to begin 

work September 5, 2023 and be paid from the General County Fund at a rate of $14.42 per hour as 

a salary position with benefits contingent upon a three-month probationary period, the position will 

become permanent on December 4, 2023.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 9:35 a.m.  Jay Shay, Prosecuting Attorney – Order Addressing Monthly Financial Statement 

    

 Prosecuting Attorney, Jay Shay was unable to attend the meeting.  Commissioner 

Thomas spoke on his behalf to say there has been some misunderstanding on the Order but it’s not 

going to affect anything in the past with the Sheriff’s Tax Office but just guarantees that we go 

about it the right way in the future. 

 

  Commissioner Stone noted that the tax office is making great strides to correct things 

  and they want to be in compliance and are working towards that. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to proceed with the Order that Jay Shay, the Prosecuting 

Attorney, prepared addressing Financial Statements in the Sheriff’s Tax Office.  Commissioner 

Smith seconded the motion. Discussion called for. 

 

  There was discussion between the Commissioners and Melissa Hardy, 

Chief Tax Deputy, regarding what the Order actually says and the purpose of the Order?  

  

 Commissioner Thomas noted it was a guarantee that the County is protected if something 

in the future was to happen. 



 

  Ms. Hardy asked if there was a timeline or deadline when things have to be produced? 

 

 Mr. Raybeck stated the auditor’s recommendation and/or suggestion was the 10th and it was 

 the exact same order that was presented on May 5th. 

  

 Ms. Hardy said that was why she was asking because nothing was presented and she doesn’t 

know what she’s supposed to be producing. She understands this is going forward and has nothing 

to do with prior but stated current would be affected because she can’t get prior. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas changed his motion from (to proceed) to (to begin) the order as 

stated and noted Mr. Shay would have to present the official letter.   With no other comments or 

discussion, a roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

       

  No official document was presented for signature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 9:40 a.m.  Kasey Sawyer, Community Correction – Introduce New Case Manager 

 

 President Stone recognized Kasey Sawyer, from Community Corrections, with a request 

for the approval to hire Matthew Chase as a new Case Manager with a start date of September 1, 

2023. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hire of Matthew Chase in the Community 

Corrections Office as a Case Manager starting September 1, 2023.  Commissioner Smith seconded 

the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 9:45 a.m.  The Preston County Deputy Sheriff’s Association – Member Concerns 

   

 Deputy Mitter addressed the Preston County Commission with the following concerns from 

the Preston County Deputy Sheriff’s Association.  (See attached.) 

    

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  After the presentation by Deputy Mitter there was discussion about the work being done on 

the Sheriff’s Department and why some things are done backward, which causes things to have to 

be redone. 

  There was also discussion regarding salaries, relocating the deputies, ARPA funds and 

vacancies. 

  President Stone said the concerns would be addressed and the information requested would 

be produced and thanked them for bringing their concerns forward.  She said meetings dates will 

be scheduled soon. 

 



 

 

 9:50 a.m.  Justin Wolfe, Central Garage – Budget Revision 

 

  Justin Wolfe – OEM/E911 presented budget revisions needed for the central garage in the 

amount of $18,758.00. 

 

            This budget revision will be considered later after other budget revisions are presented. 

 

 

 9:55 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Budget Revision - Approval 

   

  Mary Rodeheaver, Bookkeeper, presented budget revisions needed for the county clerk’s 

office to assume the prosecutor’s credit on the postage machine. 

 

  This budget revision will be considered later after other budget revisions are presented. 

   

   

 

Approval of Minutes – August 8, 10, 2023 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the minutes of August 8, 2023 and August 10, 

2023. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 

Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

   

 

Estate Settlements – August 15, 2023 thru August 17, 2023 

          Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having 

been filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no 

exceptions or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

  

 
 

 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 



 

Proceedings in Vacation – August 17, 2023 thru August 23, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on August 17, 2023 thru August 23, 2023 inclusive, and to 

approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

  

 
 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and 

Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report –  

 



 

 

 

 

Motion to Approve Fiduciary Commissioner recommendation/Order – August 29, 2023 

Estate of Daniel Aaron Wolfe – dated August 8, 2023 filed by Woodrow E. Turner, Fiduciary 

Commissioner 

    

 

 

 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

A.  Blue Star Memorial Placement 

 Representatives from the Cranberry Garden Club came to the commission office on Friday 

and stated that the Blue Star Memorial, which is a tribute to military personnel, is being made 

in Kentucky at this time and will be ready to ship soon and asked where the memorial would 

be placed on the courthouse lawn.  Commissioner Thomas noted the memorial is 7ft tall and 

weighs 700 lbs.  

 There was discussion and a decision to speak with Joe Larue and look over the original 

plans drawn up to see where it was to be placed to make sure it doesn’t interfere with anything 

else. 

  

  

 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Employee Hire – Custodian, Tanya Pratt 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the hire of Tanya Pratt.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

B. EMS Salary Enhancement Fund 

  

         Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the EMS Salary Enhancement Application and 

authorize all three commissioners of the Preston County Commission to sign.  Commissioner 

Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 
  



 

 
 

 

C. Application to use Preston County Courthouse Lawn – Preston Problems and Struggles Support 

Group 

     Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Application to use the Preston County 

Courthouse Lawn from Preston Problems and Struggles for overdose awareness August 31, 

2023 from 7-9 p.m. and authorize the President to sign.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  

Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

D. Salary Adjustments – Custodian, Billie Gower 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hourly pay increase for Billie Gower from 

$13.26 to $13.51 per hour.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached). 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

E. Salary Adjustments – County Administrator, Nathan Raybeck 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the salary increase for County Administrator, 

Nathan Raybeck, which would be an increase to $70,000 per year.  This is a full-time position 

with benefits and is an exempt position.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F. Preston County Courthouse Reconfiguration 

 

Judge Steven Shaffer, Ryan Hess and Steven DeNeui from The Mills Group, 

presented illustrations and plans for the Preston County Courthouse Reconfiguration in 

preparation of the new second Circuit Court Judge that is anticipated to begin January 1, 

2025. 

 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Preston County Courthouse 

reconfiguration plans pending Supreme Court  and SHPO approval.  Commissioner Smith 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and 

Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Facility Manager’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 



 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. Budget Revision, Salary Adjustments 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve all the budgets that have been 

presented.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes. Motion carried.  (See attached). 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

B. Discussion of Maintenance Contracts 

  

 Mr. Raybeck explained in light of the information provided to the public given the 

changing status in the facilities manager position to facilities supervisor the commission 

is looking at other contracts to supplement the HVAC area.  Three bids were submitted 

to the commission:  EMCOR in the amount of $19,023.07, CASTO at $9,156.00 – 

which requires a multi-year contract for 3 years and H.E. Neumann at $9,250.00. 

 

 A recommendation was made to go with H.E. Neumann but there will be more 

discussion held in the near future. 

  

 

 

 

C. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

   

 Mr. Raybeck presented a letter from the WV Courthouse Facilities Improvement 

Authority with their approval to accept the time extension request for the 20th cycle 

grant award to be extended until March 1, 2024.   

 

 Commissioner Smith moved to approve this and authorize the President to sign.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
  

 

 



 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Executive Session 

 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

Commissioners’ Comment  

  

 

 At 10:45 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                  08/29/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



        

 

 

   

  

  


