
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., August 22, 2023 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Deanna Lively   

                        Connie Ervin-Assessor  Duane Hamilton-OEM/911 

  Nicole Larew                           

               

The following person registered their attendance prior to the meeting to address the Commission:           

 

  David Cooper, Tucker Community Foundation, came before the commission with a fund 

request in the amount of $3,500 for Run For It.  The funds go back towards teams from Preston 

County.  He said since 2014 the commission has given $22,000 and $162,000 has come back to the 

county. 

   

  The commissioners believe the amount requested was budgeted during budget deliberations 

but they will verify the amount and get back to him. 

 

 

 

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

  

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Tax Correction List dtd August 22, 

 2023 in the amount of $12,008.72 as presented by the Assessor.   Commissioner Thomas seconded the 

 motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

 carried. (See attached.) 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Apportionments – 

 Assessor Connie Ervin presented apportionments in the names of Renata J. & LeChad E. Bolyard 

2022, Renata J. & LeChad E. Bolyard 2023, Samantha & Tommy Calhoun Jr. 2023, Donna M. Guseman 

& Burchell B. Maddy Jr. 2023. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the apportionment list as presented by the 

Assessor’s Office.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Regarding Record Room and Storage Space 

  County Clerk, Linda Huggins came before the commission to discuss the possibility of 

using the vault in the old Prosecuting Attorney’s Office to store records from out of the record room 

vault, to free up some much-needed storage space. There was discussion. 

  

  The plan is to measure the space to determine if the old shelving from the commission office 

could be utilized in the space. Ms. Huggins offered to purchase shelving out of her budget.  

 

 

 9:40 a.m.  Kasey Sawyer, Community Corrections – Introduce New Case Manager 

   Ms. Sawyer was not in attendance and nothing was presented. 

 

 

 9:45 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Employee Hire 

   

  Mr. Hamilton requested the approval to hire April Greathouse and Tiffany Vannucci as 

Irregular Part-Time 911 Public Safety Dispatchers effective September 1, 2023 at $17/hr. 

 

  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the hire of April Greathouse and Tiffany 

Vannucci as Irregular Part-Time 911 Public Safety Dispatchers effective September 1, 2023 at 

$17/hr.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

  Mr. Hamilton updated the commission on a pre-bid meeting held where one person showed 

for the 24’s and none for the 23’s. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 Approval of Minutes – July 18, 2023, July 25, 2023 and August 1, 2023 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the minutes for July 18, 2023, July 25, 

 2023 and August 1, 2023.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

 Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – July 31, 2023 thru August 9, 2023 

          Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having 

been filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no 

exceptions or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

  

 
 

 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – August 3, 2023 thru August 16, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on August 3, 2023 thru August 16, 2023 inclusive, and to 

approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 

objections filed thereto.  (See attachment.) 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and 

Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report –  

 

Motion to Accept and Record Fiduciary Commissioner Report – May 16, 2023 

2023 First Quarter Estate Status Report–dated May 4, 2023 Filed by Woodrow E. Turner, Fiduciary 

Commissioner (The heading/dates/quarter for this motion are incorrect but the motion below is correct.) 

 
 



 

 

 

Motion to Accept and Record Fiduciary Commissioner Report – August 22, 2023 

Estate of Daniel Aaron Wolfe – dated August 8, 2023 filed by Woodrow E. Turner, Fiduciary 

Commissioner 

  

 No motion was made to accept this Fiduciary Commissioner Report. Tabled until next week. 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Building Commission Appointment Daniel Batson 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to appoint Daniel Batson to the Building Commission.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

B. Application to use Preston County Courthouse Lawn – Ameri Corp VISTA 

 

Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve AmeriCorp VISTA’s application to use 

the Preston County Courthouse Lawn for September 11, 2023 at 12:00 p.m. and authorize the    

President of the County Commission to sign for the National Day of Service and Remembrance 

of 9/11.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Facility Manager’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

• Office – drain issues Courthouse – baliff’s desk is done; beam needs repaired; floors are 

waxed 

• Animal Shelter – air purifiers are installed; bank needs repaired 

• Annex – Billie is scrubbing carpets 

• Record Room – floor drains fixed 

• Assessor’s Office – drain issue repaired; water tank leaks to be repaired 

• Bill Benson made a schedule of when Travis Jennings will return to put the new bricks in 

at the Veteran’s Memorial Plaza, before the Buckwheat Festival. 

 

A. Panhandle Update  

 Mr. Larew reported things are progressing nicely.  Panhandle will be starting on the kitchen 

soon.  Some flooring was taken up and reglued properly. 

 

B. Dailey Building Update 

 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Nate Raybeck with the County Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. Monitronics Contract – Sheriff’s Department Fire Alarm 

 

 Commissioner Thomas made a motion for the Preston County Commission enter 

into a contract with Monitronics for the Sheriff’s Department Fire Alarm System at an 

initial cost of $45,321.50 and an additional monthly charge of $85.00 and authorize the 

President to sign.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

B. HVAC Maintenance Contracts – Discussion 

 Mr. Raybeck presented three HVAC Maintenance Contract bids.  One from 

EMCOR in the amount of $19,000; CASTO in the amount of $9,000; and H.E. 

Neumann at slightly under $8,000.  He recommended that any discussion or any kind 

of conclusion be held off until next week’s meeting. 

 

C. Mon Power Letter of Support for DOE Grant 

 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to authorize the President to sign the Letter 

of Support for Mon Powers application to the Department of Energy.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 



 

D. Budget Revisions 

 Mr. Raybeck presented budget revisions needed for the Sheriff’s Department 

Longevity Pay and for Fire Levy Funds 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the budget revisions as they have 

been presented.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

 Mr. Raybeck presented a letter from the Preston County Economic Development 

Authority with a request for a six-month extension on behalf of the Kingwood Water 

Works Extension Project with no interruption to their timeline. 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to allow for an extension of the time of the 

deadline for the use of ARPA funds to the Kingwood Water Works Extension Project.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 Mr. Raybeck also noted the PSD #1 Expansion Hearing is set for the 31st of August 

in the Preston County Commission Meeting Room at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

A.  Executive Session 

 

    At 10:15 a.m., Commissioner Smith made a motion to go into Executive Session for 

personnel. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

    Those in attendance for the Executive Session were Commissioners Don Smith, Hunter 

Thomas and Samantha Stone and Administrator Nate Raybeck. 

 

 

     EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

    At 10:24 a.m., Commissioner Thomas made a motion to come out of Executive Session.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner 

Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

    President Stone advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

  



 

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

Commissioners’ Comment  

 Commissioner Thomas asked from now on that the agenda be sent out to the commissioners for 

approval before it’s posted. 

 

 

 At 10:28 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                  08/22/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 



   

  

  


