
 

 

 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., August 8, 2023 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

In the absence of President Samantha Stone, Commissioner Thomas served as President 

Pro-tem for the meeting.  Commissioner Thomas was administered the Oath of Office by Deputy 

Clerk, Deanna Lively and invited those present to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Thomas then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

and Hunter Thomas. 

 

    

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Administrator Nathan Raybeck and Assessor Connie Ervin. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Deanna Lively   

                        Theresa Marthey – PCN&J  Sheriff Paul Pritt 

  Nicole Larew                               

                         

 



 

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Smith made a motion to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

approved. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – None, 

Apportionments –None. 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

 

 9:31 a.m.  Sheriff Pritt – Employee Hire 

   

  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the hire of Austin Tracey as a Utility 

Officer for the Preston County Sheriff’s Department starting today at $14/hr.    Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and Thomas 

voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Approval of Minutes – July 5, 2023, July 11, 2023 and July 18, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the minutes of July 5, 2023 and July 11, 

2023.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

  The minutes for July 18, 2023 were not approved. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Estate Settlements – July 24, 2023 thru July 27, 2023 

          Commissioner Smith moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having 

been filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no 

exceptions or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

  

 
 

 Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and 

Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – July 27, 2023 thru August 2, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on July 27, 2023 thru August 2, 2023 inclusive, and to approve 

and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or objections filed 

thereto.  (See attachment.) 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and 

Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

A. Veteran Plaza Discussion 

 The issue of the 10 damaged bricks, from the discussion with Mr. Wilhelm at last week’s 

meeting, will remain on the radar and the commission will ask Mr. Benson to order replacement 

bricks when he places the order for the others to be placed on/about the time of the Veterans 

Day ceremonies. 

 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  



 

Facility Manager’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 Casto here today installing and completing the A/C in the server room. 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Kathy Mace with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. PSD#1 Expansion 

 Mr. Raybeck met with Jay Shay, Prosecuting Attorney, to go over the materials 

needed to move forward.  It was found they did not have the necessary documents that 

was needed.  He placed a call to the President of the water division of the PSC and asked 

for legal advice.  In another call this afternoon they will discuss legal terms. 

 He also spoke with Cullin Cutright from Thrasher Engineering and his attorney who 

will send the documents needed by this evening. A special session will be held later in 

the week to approve the notification, set the hearing date and give notice to the Public 

Service Commission. 

 

B. Kingwood Volunteer Fire Department/Buckwheat Festival – Permission letter to use 

Courthouse lawn/parking space 

 

 No official motion was made but authorization to use the courthouse lawn and the 

parking space was granted. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 



 

 

C. Budget Revisions – none 

 

D. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

 

  

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

Commissioners’ Comment  

 Congratulations to Teresa Marthey on her retirement this Friday! 

 

 At 9:47 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
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