
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., July 25, 2023 in the 

County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

 

    

 

 

 

Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Administrator, Nathan Raybeck and County Clerk, Linda Huggins. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Jennifer Graham – DP   Theresa Marthey – PCN&J 



Deanna Lively    Connie Ervin-Assessor 

Nichole Larew    John R. Wilhelm 

Alison Nussear   Sheriff Paul Pritt 

                        Joe Larue               Duane Hamilton 

  Melissa Hardy    Tiffany Hess 

  Shellie Humphrey           

   

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – None 

 

Apportionments –None 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments – 

 

 9:31 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 – Employee Hire and Employee Salary Adjustment 

 

  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the hire of Jonathan Thorne as a part-

time 911 Public Safety dispatcher for Preston County E911 effective immediately.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Smith, Thomas, and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the employee salary adjustment 

increase for Kari Pratt in the amount of $0.25.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

   

9:35 a.m.  John Wilhelm, Concerned Citizen – Veterans Plaza Bricks 

  Mr. Wilhelm came before the commission today with concerns regarding the 

damaged Veterans Memorial Plaza bricks asking for the commission to replace them.  He 

believes there to be 12 altogether that need replaced.  He requested that if the bricks aren’t 

replaced, he would like for his Father’s brick to be removed. 

 

  Commissioner Stone said they will definitely address the bricks, make a plan and see 

what the procedure needs to be moving forward.  

 

  Mr. Wilhelm requested a response by September 1st. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Approval of Minutes – June 13, 2023 and June 21, 2023 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the minutes of June 13, 2023 and June 21, 2023.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 

Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – July 13, 2023 thru July 13, 2023 

          Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having 

been filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no 

exceptions or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

 

  
 

 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – July 13, 2023 thru July 19, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on July 13, 2023 thru July 19, 2023 inclusive, and to approve 

and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or objections filed  

thereto. (See attachment.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 
  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 

 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A.  County Finances – Anticipated Executive Session 

 

President Stone recognized Chief Tax Deputy Melissa Hardy who explained that going 

through the records, it was discovered that the fire levy, the excess county money was going 

into the General County Account and not into the Fire Levy Account. She said with the help 

of Tiffany, a State Auditor, they were able to come up with a number  of $533,464.00 to 

reimburse the Excess Levy Account. 

 

 At 9:51 a.m., Commissioner Stone moved to go into Executive Session for personnel. 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Stone, 

Smith and Thomas voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 Those in attendance for the Executive Session were:  Commissioners Samantha Stone, Don 

Smith and Hunter Thomas.  Also in attendance was County Administrator Nate Raybeck, Chief Tax 

Deputy Melissa Hardy, and Sheriff Paul Pritt. 

 

      EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 At 10:08 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to come out of Executive Session and reenter 

open session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

   President Stone advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

 

Facility Manager’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

 Mr. Larue updated the commission on a power outage that occurred during the prior day 

evening that caused electrical issues and problems with the servers. He and ITMindshare worked 

until 12:45 a.m. to get things back up and running. 

 

A. Update Panhandle/Contract  

 President Stone met with Panhandle last Thursday negotiating the contract to adhere to the 

changes suggested by the Prosecuting Attorney. 

 

 At 9:00 a.m. the contract was emailed to the county and was under review by the Prosecuting 

Attorney. 

 

 At 10:19 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to go into Executive Session for personnel. 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Thomas, 

Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 Those in attendance for the Executive Session were:  Commissioners Samantha Stone, Don 

Smith and Hunter Thomas.  Also in attendance was Joe Larue. 

 

      EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 At 10:28 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to come out of Executive Session and reenter 

open session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

   President Stone advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

 After additional discussion regarding when Panhandle would return to complete the job: 

 



 Commissioner Smith moved to approve and authorize the President to sign the contract with 

Panhandle Cleaning and Restoration Inc for the Sheriff’s Department Project.  Commissioner 

Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and 

Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

B. Update on Dailey Building 

 Everything going smoothly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

County Administrator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Nathan Raybeck with the Administrator’s Report.  

         

A. FY 2023 Carryover – Budget Revision 

 

 Mr. Raybeck presented a memorandum of the unencumbered and reserved funds for 

FYE June 30, 2023 and a budget revision for the 2023-2024 Carry Over. 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revision as it has been presented 

for the 2023-2024 Carry Over. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried.  (See attached.)  



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

B. Cancel August 15 County Commission Meeting 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to cancel the August 15, 2023 County 

Commissioner Regular Meeting due to Commissioners Training and State Auditor 

Training.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioner Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

  

 

C. Discussion on Sheltered Workshop Ribbon Cutting August 14 at 3 pm 

 Check on the language; move forward. 

 

D. Update on PSD#1 Expansion 

 Mr. Raybeck is meeting with Cullen Cutright and Jay Shay on Friday July 28, 2023 

to make sure that all parties have all that is needed.  To be placed on the Agenda for a 

vote on August 1st. 

 

 

E. Budget Revisions 

 

F. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

  

• Liability Coverage – documents presented for a receipt signature. (See attached.) 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

Miscellaneous Correspondence - continued 

 

• Due to a mail issue the 19th Century Grant Reimbursement was re-presented for 

signature.  Documents to be sent by certified mail. 

• Building Commission – meeting Aug. 3 or Aug. 10.  A vacancy still exists. 

Looking for a replacement for Bill Means.  This individual needs to be a 

Democrat or Independent. 

 

 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

A.   Executive Session – Personnel 

  

 

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 Connie Ervin came before the commission with a concern from a county tax payer, who 

relayed that the DEP had contacted her about cleaning up a piece of property that she co-owns 

with her mother.  She was advised to call Litter Control Officer, Jay Sowers. 

 

Commissioners’ Comment  

 

 At 10:58 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                  07/25/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


