
 

 

 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., May 9, 2023 in the 

County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 



 

 

                  

   Recognition of Public 

 

Also, present was Interim Administrator, Kathy Mace and Linda Huggins, County Clerk. 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

Theresa Marthey-PCN&J  Jennifer Graham-The Dominion Post 

Connie Ervin-Assessor  Cullin Cutright-Thrasher Group   

Joe Larue    Douglas Smith-Thrasher Group 

                        Deanna Lively    Eric Williams-Preston PSD#1 

  Nichole Larew    LaDeanna Teets-PC Farmland Protection 

  Melissa Hardy     Paige Hatch-Preston PSD#1 

  Jay Shay-Prosecuting Atty  Duane Hamilton-OEM/E911    

 

  

 

Review of Bills          

          Commissioner Thomas moved to pay the bills that have been properly presented and 

reviewed. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

   

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List –  

  Assessor Connie Ervin presented the Tax Correction List dtd May 9, 2023 in the amount of 

$647.96. 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to approve the Tax Correction List as presented by the 

Assessor in the amount of $647.96.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached.) 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

Apportionments –None 

  

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments  

            

   9:31 a.m.  LaDeana Teets, Farmland Protection – Report/Update 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to allow  Farmland Protection to proceed to start the process 

of putting a Farmland Protection Easement at the farm in Reedsville that has 170AC owned by Bill 



Bjorkman and the 64AC farm in Bruceton Mills owned by Gregory Moran.  Commissioner Smith 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone 

voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

  
 

 

 9:35 a.m.  Public Service District 1, Rodney Liston, Jason Saurino, Thrasher Engineering, Paige       

Hatch, Chief Operator and Eric Williams, Operator – Discussion on Territory Expansion 

   

 Cullin Cutright, Special Engineer with The Thrasher Group came before the 

commission with maps and information on a service territory expansion and to discuss 

what PSD#1’s intentions were as well as anything that would be required for official 

submission and to learn the process and steps to take to pursue the service territory 

expansion. 

 The service territory expansion is proposed to be performed to update the service 

area maps for PSD#1 to encompass their existing infrastructure, as well as areas where 

residents have expressed interest in receiving water service. 

 He presented maps created in 1964 to show the original territory of the Arthurdale 

region, Reedsville areas up to the southern part of Masontown and out to the 

Preston/MonCounty line and the 1989 expansion area that encompassed the Gladesville 

areas. 

 After some discussion, he was asked to engage with Newburg first to make sure 

everything is order and come back in two weeks with the legal description and everything 

needed to do an official submission for the territory increase and go from there. 

 

 

 



 

 9:45 a.m.  Jay Shay, Prosecuting Attorney 

A. Order Addressing Monthly Financial Statements – action tabled for further 

discussion with the Auditors Office. 

 

B. Deed – Wrestling Barn  

       Mr. Shay prepared a deed for the commissioners on the Wrestling Barn and 

noted the deed listed as consideration the demolition of the existing barn. 

       Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the deed presented and prepared by 

Prosecuting Attorney Jay Shay and authorize the President, Samantha Stone, to sign.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

      To view the deed, go to Preston County Clerk Document Inquiry and view 

Instrument #21635808; Bk/Pg 860/90. 

  

 

 

           9:50 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Employee Hire 

 

              Commissioner Smith moved to approve the hire of Ashley McCabe at $13/hr as a    

     deputy clerk beginning May 15, 2023.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A 

     roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Thomas, and Stone voting yes. 

     Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 

 

           9:55 a.m.  Duane Hamilton, OEM/E911 Discussion – New Vehicle/K-9 Unit  

 

         Mr. Hamilton noted that on April 21st, one of the K-9 Units was involved in an 

accident and believes it to be totaled. He hasn’t received any information back from the 

insurance adjuster at this time but has found a new vehicle in Philadelphia that he would 

like to purchase.   

 

   The cost for the new Tahoe is $49,859 and the estimate for the cost of the upfit is 

about $29,904.  His ask is to buy the vehicle in this budget year instead of next budget year 

but it be considered as one of the two that he has budgeted for next year. 

 

   After some discussion, Commissioner Stone asked for time to look for the money 

but in the meantime if the dealer would call and say someone else was looking at the vehicle 

then a meeting could be called and they would make a decision then. 



      

 

 

Approval of Minutes – April 26, 2023  

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the minutes of April 26, 2023.  Commissioner Smith 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting 

yes.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Settlements – April 24, 2023 thru April 25, 2023 

          Commissioner Thomas moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having 

been filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no 

exceptions or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – April 27, 2023 through May 3, 2023 

 

  Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the Proceedings of the 

Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on April 27, 2023 thru May 3, 2023 inclusive, and to approve 

and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or objections filed 

thereto.  (See attachment.) 

   

 
 

 

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action 

New Business – Consideration and/or action  

A. Invitation to Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Kingwood Trail Head 

 Saturday, May 20, 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. on West Beverly 

 

B. Application to use Courthouse Lawn – Blueprint Communities - Kingwood 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Blue Print Communities - Kingwood 

Application for the use of the Courthouse Lawn June 17, 2023 from 4 -8 p.m.  Commissioner 

Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith 

and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Facility Manager’s Report – Consideration and/or action 

A. Family Court – Update 

       The remodeling is basically done. Yesterday the bailiff’s desk was turned around to face 

the door for increased safety for the bailiff’s and the public. 

 

B. Sheriff Department – Update 

   Panhandle sent up crews last Thursday and began putting down the sub-floor.  

C. Courthouse New Chiller - Update 

  Yesterday was the pre-bid meeting for the new chiller.  Three contractors submitted bids.      

      Pre-bid date is set for May 16th. 

 

 

 Courthouse - sealing/repointing-not finished; delayed due to rain. Working on the Price Street side. 

 

            Circuit Clerk- ready to move Lisa Leishmans office across the hall. 

 

McGrew House - last week the fire department was dispatched to the McGrew House where a 

rubber   membrane on the roof deteriated and blew off.  The City of Kingwood allowed the use of 

their bucket truck to enable Joe Larue to patch the area.  Last fall Veritas was contacted to look at 

the roof and confirmed it was at the end of its usable life. 

 

 

 

 

 

County Coordinator’s Report-Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Kathy Mace with the County Coordinator’s Report.  

         

A. Schedule Work Session for EMS for June 14, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. meeting room 

  Send invites to Kathy. 

 

 

B. Update from IT Committee Monthly Meeting 

 Second meeting since it was reinstated. Ms. Mace noted it was a great meeting. The 

committee has been expanded to include GST, security people from Brinks Security, Prodigi, 

and input from Chris Herrington. Some oversights were discovered due to changes in staff and 

information not being communicated and corrected. 

   

 

C. Approve purchase of a Server for County Clerk and Sheriff Offices 

Ms. Mace stated a couple of servers were needed. One is shared by the Sheriff’s Tax Office 

and the County Clerk. The cost estimate for the server is $8,015.31.  The Sheriff and County    

Clerk each agreed to pay half of the cost, which gives the commission $4,000.00.  The item has 

been purchased. The balance due to come from the technology budget. 

 

 

 

D. Budget Revisions 

     Duane Hamilton presented budget revisions needed for the upfit of new Tahoe’s and 

Kathy Mace presented budget revisions needed for the magistrate office’s video equipment. 

 

     Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve budget revisions as they have been 

presented.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

• Wednesday, May 10, 2023 – Meeting at the 911 Center for health department design. 

• Advertisement for the position of County Administrator is in the newspaper and posted 

on the website.  Applications can be picked up at the commission office or on the county 

commission website. 

• Rec’d information from the WV Association of Counties regarding HB2526 and 

personal property tax refunds. 

• Updated the monitoring for all the fire, panic and burglar alarms. Assigned to the 

maintenance department. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

  

Legal Matters - Consideration and/or action 

 

Information 

 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

Commissioners’ Comment  

 

  At 10:25 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President 

Stone declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

                      ---oOo--- 

 

                  05/09/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 



 

   

  

  


