
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 

 

 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:30 a.m., April 26, 2023 in 

the County Commission Meeting room. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present 

            to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

Commissioner Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, 

Hunter Thomas and Samantha Stone. 

   

Also, present was County Coordinator Joe Hauger and County Clerk Linda Huggins. 

   

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:     

           

Kathy Plum – PCN&J   Nichole Goff  Amy DeBerry-KWW   

Deanna Lively    Joe Larue                    Connie Ervin-Assessor  

Phyllis Royce              Arlene McElroy      Mayor John J Guillot 

  Pam Thomas-KAMP   Kurtis Dellicker  Jim Savage-VVA977   

  Kevin Stiles-KP&R   Robbie Baylor       Bill Benson-VVA977 

  Jay Shay-Prosecuting Atty.      

                                                                  

             

                      No one registered prior to the meeting to address the Commission. 

  

 

  

Review of Bills          

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the bills as they have been properly presented and  

 reviewed. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

 Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

Tax Correction List – None 

Apportionments - None 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments –  

   

9:31 a.m.  Jay Shay, Prosecuting Attorney, Employee Hire 

            Mr. Shay asked for the advice and consent to hire Andrew Tyler Reseter as a 

replacement for Assistant Prosecuting Aaron Yoho who resigned his current position 

effective April 14, 2023. 

 

            Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the hiring of Andrew Tyler Reseter as 

Assistant Prosecutor with an annual salary of $72K for the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 

beginning May 15, 2023.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 

attached). 

 



 

 
 

 

9:35 a.m.  Amy DeBerry, Kingwood Water Works – ARPA Change Request 

          President Stone recognized Amy DeBerry from Kingwood Water Works stating that a 

letter was sent advising that a change may be needed to the original ARPA Agreement but 

at this time the change is not necessary.   

         She introduced Robbie Baylor, Executive Director of the EDA, who explained that 

when they submit projects, they have to go thru the WV Infrastructure Jobs and Development 

(IJDC) and they are also subject to review by the Public Service Commission. 

          For Congressional funding that was received, she has to provide them a list of funds 

that are already in place and every place that they submitted for the clarifier covers project, 

they noted that the county commission ARPA funds money was in place for the project and 

doesn’t feel like they can withdraw the money from the account because it has been 

repeatedly stated that the money is available.  Therefore, no changes are needed at this time. 

  She further stated when the project was submitted to IJDC the clarifying covers are 

part of that project but the overall project that was submitted was over $5M so they 

accounted for that money in what was submitted. 

 

 

 

9:40 a.m.  Kevin Stiles, Parks and Recreation – ARPA Agreement Signing 

 

  President Stone recognized Kevin Stiles Director of Kingwood Parks and Recreation and 

Mayor John Jean Guillot with an ARPA Agreement signing for the purpose of the 

repair/replacement of the Craig Civic Center ceiling in the amount of $91,400.00 (See 

attached.) 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

9:43 a.m.  Connie Ervin, Assessor – Employee Hire 

 

           Commissioner Thomas moved to approve Dixon, Kimberly to begin 

employment in the Assessor’s Office on May 8, 2023 and be paid from the Assessor’s 

Valuation Fund.  She will be paid a yearly salary of $36,800 with full benefits and 

become a permanent employee on May 8, 2023.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone 

voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes – April 4, 2023 and April 11, 2023 

 

 Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the minutes of April 4, 2023 and April 11, 2023. 

                 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, 

                 Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Estate Settlements – April 10, 2023 thru April 10, 2023 

Commissioner Thomas moved that the foregoing estate settlement and/or waivers thereof, having been filed 

for a period of the (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions or 

objections filed thereto, be approved, and confirmed.  (See attached) 

    

 

 
 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas,   

Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings in Vacation – April 13, 2023 through April 19, 2023 

Under New Business Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the   

Proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on April 13, 2023 thru April 19, 

2023 inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having 

been no exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attachment) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

  

 

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, 

Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Fiduciary Commissioner Report – none 

 



 

Old Business- Consideration and/or action -  

A. EMS Ordinance Discussion – Commission Thomas noted they are working on service contracts 

and anticipate a work session soon.  

 

 

  

New Business- Consideration and/or action – 

A.  Public Defender Corporation Board re-appointment for Betsy Castle – three-year term 

effective July 1, 2023 and expiring June 30, 2026 

  

       Commissioner Smith moved to reappoint Betsy Castle to the Public Defender 

Corporation Board three-year term effective July 1, 2023 and expiring June 30, 2026.  

Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Smith, Thomas and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

Facility Manager’s Report – Consideration and/or action  

A.  Sheriff’s Department Roof/Flood Update 

• Roof - The roof is finished. The final payment for the roof is in the bill box today to 

be paid. 

 

• Sheriff’s Office/Flood Update – Joe and Kathy Mace are in contact with Panhandle 

about every day. On Friday they will have a schedule of when the rebuild will start. 



He said Panhandle has to have all their bids in and all the contractors lined up and 

then they’ll present a contract to the commission.   

 

• Bathroom – near the holding cell, under the steps at the sheriff’s office needs fixed. 

Joe, Cecil and Danny will do the work and hope to have it done by next week. 

 

 This information was also relayed to the Sheriff’s Office staff and calls have been placed 

and messages left with the sheriff. 

 

B. Courthouse Repointing & Sealing 

 The Court Street side should be finished this week. A large area on top of the chimney was 

exposed to the weather and the architect decided to cover that up today and secure the screen.  

The Price Street side is the only side left to do. 

  

C. Assessor’s Office Air Quality Update 

 They are trying to run the fans more but keep the temperature constant.  Will begin 

monitoring the levels to deter any problems. 

 

D. Update on Family Court Reconfiguration – Court Security Grant 

 Upgrade is going along very nicely.  The wall is built, painting today and should be finished 

this week. 

  

 

County Coordinator’s Report - Consideration and/or action 

 President Stone recognized Joe Hauger with the Coordinator’s Report 

   

A. 2023-2024 Budget approval notification 

 Received word from the auditor’s office that the Levy Estimate (Budget) for the 

2023-2024 FY has been approved. (See attached.) 

 



 

 

 

B. Approve purchase of camera and recorder for family court waiting area 

Last week the commission authorized in the court house security project in family        

court the budget modification for a camera.  A different form was presented that required an 

updated signature. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  While here, Mr. Frank Danko- Sales Representative from Monitronics, made a suggestion 

to purchase a rack to set computer hardware on in the basement of the sheriff’s department.  He 

gave a price of $1,266.27 for the cost of a rack. 

 

 The commissioners gave the go ahead to move forward with the purchase. No formal motion 

was made. 

 

 



 

 

C. Deed – Preston County Parks and Recreation 

           The survey has been completed on the parcel of county property near the hospital for 

the Preston County Parks and Recreation to go ahead and develop 8.123 AC for Wade’s World 

of Wonder with the consideration to be the maintenance and upkeep of the parcel. 

  For the Preston Memorial Hospital deed, (D) below, they are cutting the corner across 

the road, .921 AC more or less, to clean-up the property lines in consideration of an easement 

for ingress and egress. 

 

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the deeds and authorize the President of 

the County Commission to sign.  Commissioners Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

To view this deed between the Preston County Commission and Preston County Parks and 

Recreation go to Preston County Clerk Document Inquiry and view Instrument #21635405 or 

Bk 859 Pg 725.  

 

D. Deed – Preston Memorial Hospital 

To view this deed between the Preston County Commission and Preston Memorial Hospital 

go to Preston County Clerk Document Inquiry and view Instrument #21635404 or Bk 859 Pg 

721.  

 

E. Request Special Session – May 3, 2023 – Website, Email Provider and electronic payment 

The meeting on May 3, 2023 will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the commission room. 

 

F. Update on ARPA Annual Report 

  Completed the ARPA reporting this is required for the 2023 year and all the numbers 

matched up. 

  Mr. Hauger stated the commission obligated just over $6.1M, including the LEAD 

Projects, and there have been payouts of $2.41M so far.  Have had several with completed 

funding and have a few completed projects.  Most are due to be completed in 2024. 

 

G. Rescind motion on March 28, 2023, regarding demo of Wrestling Barn 

  Previously the commission committed funding for the demolition of the wrestling 

barn and committed to donating the wrestling barn property 

  Prosecuting Attorney Jay Shay pointed out that there needed to be some value for the 

transfer of land.  His recommendation to fix this is to deed the property for the wrestling barn 

to the Mat Club in consideration for them handling the demolition. 

 

                     Commissioner Thomas moved to rescind the motion of March 28, 2023 to fund the 

        demolition of the county Wrestling Barn, not to exceed the lowest bid of $30,000.            

        Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners              

        Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

 

           Commissioner Thomas moved to rescind the motion of March 21, 2023 to donate 1.08 

acres of county property, where the Wrestling Barn is located, to the Preston County Mat 

Club. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

 

 

          Commissioner Thomas moved to deed 1.08 acres of county property, where the 

Wrestling Barn is located, to the Preston County Mat Club, for the consideration of the Mat 

Club demolishing the Wrestling Barn.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioner Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.            

  

 

H. Mini-Grant Application – North Preston Farmers’ Club 

  Commissioner Thomas excused himself and abstained from any conversation due to 

multiple conflicts. 

 

 



 

 

 

  Phyllis Royce and Arlene McElroy explained they have a contractor willing to paint 

their building for $4,500, that includes one coat of paint.  They need another coat of paint to 

give the building a good second coat to maintain the building.  They need an additional six 5-

gallon buckets of paint at a cost of $426.00 per bucket.  The ladies offered to match whatever 

the commission could give. Their request is for $5,000.   

 

  Commissioner Stone asked the ladies to reach out to the state legislatures and/or 

house of delegates to see if there’s any funding available for them for this project. 

 

  The subject will be placed on the agenda for next week’s meeting. 

 

I. Budget Revisions 

            Joe Hauger presented budget revisions needed for the county clerk’s office in the 

amount of $2,600.00. 

  

  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the budget revisions as presented for the 

county clerk in the amount of $2,600.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken with Commissioners Thomas, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  

(See attached.) 

 
J. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

Received a letter from Judge Shaffer commending Facilities Manager, Joe Larue for 

          the work that he has performed at the courthouse. 

 

 

 

  

Personnel Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

  At 10:23 a.m., Commissioner Stone made a motion to go into Executive Session for 

personnel. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with   

Commissioners Stone, Thomas and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 



 

           Those in attendance for the Executive Session:  Joe Hauger, Samantha Stone, Don Smith and 

Hunter Thomas. 

 

 

    EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 

              At 10:36 a.m., Commissioner Thomas moved to come out of Executive and reenter open 

session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

Thomas, Smith, and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

                         President Stone advised that no action was taken as a result of the Executive Session. 

 

 

  

Legal Matters – Consideration and/or action 

 

Information 

A.   Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

Commissioners Comments  

         At 10:37 a.m. there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 

 declared the Regular Session adjourned. 

 

               

     ___________________________________________  

                              Commissioner 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

         

      ___________________________________________ 

                   Commissioner 

                                                                             

        

                 ---oOo--- 

 

                 04/26/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

            

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

   

  

  


